* 


FASHIONABLE + 


IN VOLVEMENTS: 


IN THREE VOLUMES, ' 


r 


Second Edition. 


— 0 — 


' PRINTED BY T. os areal 3 
AND sor p BY r. N. LONGMAN AND o. PERS, 


PATERN OSTER-ROW., 


Oe. Do 8 1800. 


— w 
—y— med 


* 4 
o . 
. : 1 
mn 
* i. bd * 
7 0 J „ * * 3 
3 _ "55 Wd LA 6 a „ SE 
- 
— * % 
4 * 
7 + * 


Fe | ; Li 94 bee, 
HE of falhionabte _ about 15 5 
town being prevented from deeping 

by ſome domeſtic crotchets running in 
their heads, of which they wiſhed to diveſt - 


not one o'clock. Tes, Reader, it was 
really no more than one hour after mid- 
day] No wonder then that they ſhould ſtart 


at the fight of each other abe 4 | 
„ B * 


chemſelves, accidentally met in the break= = 
faſt-room at an unuſual early hour, it being 85 


13 


-which he probably gueſſed, therefore aſked 
no queſtions, but ſaid, in a diſſatisfied tone, 
Where are the girls ?—I am ſurprized, 
yy Lady Iſleworth, you give yourſelf. the 


Sol 
\ 


— 
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: feen a f. pectre, as they ifſucd from their ſe- 
parate apartments; but politeneſs very ſoon 


obtained a complete victory over ſurprize; 
all the enquiries poſſible were mutually 


made with ſuch perfe& good breeding, as 


ſhewed they wanted nothing in the world 


but ſincerity to make them paſs for affec- 
tionate folicngds: 5 


1 


Lady e carried a ſmife on her 


face and a ſcroll of paper in her hand, 


which laying carelefsly on the table, ſhe- 
A ITE to fill out * the 2 


Sir Fredetick took up a PEG but 
this eyes often reyerted with a glance of 


ſuſpicion towards the manuſcript he ſaw 


-lying by the fide. of his lady, the ſubject of 


"WO" of ch theſe ſort of dull offices, 
5.4, when 
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when you have fo. many dau ghters who 
may take them oF your hands.” ER, 


— 


ce O, my Jear,” cbs por Ladyſhip, 
« you have ſurely forgot that we have none 

of them at home, except the two young 
ones, who, I ſuppoſe, are at their lefſons ; 5 
and Mifs Iſleworth did not go to bed till 
fix this morning, of courſe we muſt not ex- 
2 pect to ſee her till dinner time 1 wiſh 
the poor thing may” not bein a decline; | 
ſhe looks frightfully pale ; and as ſoon as. 
the town thins, it will be proper, I think, 
| to ſend her into the country, that-ſhe may 


get up her fleep, and by that means recover 
her complexion,” | 


But, af _ ſuppoſe the change of air 
| ſo neceſſary to the reſtoration of her health, 

why wait till the town thins ? why not pus | 
Tour deſign 1 in execution eee 2 


| 


4 
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Ob! for Heaven's fake, do not men- 
tion ſuch a propoſition ; it would abſolutely 
kill her at once; yes, it would be her 

death; there is ſuffocation in the very 
thoughts of the country at this ſeaſon of the 

. Year. You fee ſhe is yet capable of a great 
deal ; the has not been in bed any night 

this three weeks, at the earlieſt hour, till 

- three in the morning. I did not mean to 
alarm you by ſaying ſhe looked pale; 1 
hardly know how came to make the ob- ' 
ſervation, only that 1 think it odious to be 
without colour; if the would: put on rouge 
there might be no occaſion for her going 

into the country at all; but ſhe is ſo re- 
fractory to my commands, when I bid her 

try the experiment, that ſhe poſitively Hall 
go there one day or other, as ſhe deſerves 
to be ny for her diſobedience.” 


The whole time her Ladyſhip halt been 


| delivering this material barangue, the half 
negli gent, 


i 


, N 1 2 „* K . A ” . 
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atk, half opprefied Baronet, ſeemed: to 
be more plunged in filent meditation, than 
| Pee his attention either to the matter 

the ſubject of her eloquence—-a mo- 
mentary pauſe enfued; when, ſuddenly ſhares 
ing from his reverie, he cried out Pray, 
my dear, do you 1 intend to viſit _ 


9 


* — 
. mn W 


5 Mrs. 9 0. ned his Lady, with 

a ſtrongiſh ſort of emphaſis, ** how, in the 
name of wander, has her jdea ee, en 5 
aur * e RE 5 
/.: ..M Family firs I- Ob, yes, true, child, 
we were talking of family affairs; and 
now that you have renewed the ſubject, I 1 
muſt tell you that oy are in a d—d bad 
: condition.” FN 


TS. * can that be poſſible Do . i 
really admire this grave ſort of jeſting ?— 
For my Part, I have not cleverneſs enough | 
. „ 
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| oo to underſtand it however, do not let us 
| dwindle into the di agreeables. You was 
1 talking of Mrs. Snug ; ſhe is a mghy 
'E pretty Kind of a woman; I wonder ſhe hax 
never been at any of my parties; for, in- 
| * deed, and indeed, I ſent my name and my 
| days to her houſe, when you firſt hinted it 
dio me that you had entered into a ſort=of 
|. a ſort—of a friendly intimacy with her huſ- 


band. 


A ſmile of encouragement emabaldaneds 
Sir? Frederick to requeſt the invitation n, 
be repeated, being convinced that by ſome 
negligence or other her former compli- 
ment never reached the hand of Mrs. 
| Snug, as he had heard her declare very lately 
| there was 20. perſon in the world whoſe ac- 
quaintance ſhe was ſo ambitious of attain- 
ing as that of 8 Meworth. | 


_ CHAP. 


* 
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- CHAP. It. 


Gat CONTINUED. Ne 


* 
7 


NOTHER full TONS, apparently im- : 
portant to both parties, immediately 


followed the Baroner's eager entreaties, and 
the Lady's chearful acquieſcence; yet this 
filence was not at laſt interrupted by any 

obſervation that ſeemed the effect of conſi - 
deration.—“ I am thinking,” ſaid the for- 5 
mer, that you are a dear delightful crea- 

ture, the moſt obliging wife in the uni- 
verſe; and what a loſs the world muft ſuſt 
tain, if my curfed invotvements ſhould force 
me to withdraw you from the participation 


ol its elegant pleaſures Ys 


- 


* And! a Biking Petre il fairer 
and better half, (that you are enough to 


R 4 


give 


iſ 
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give one the vapours; I hate to talk with 
| you when you get you into a philoſophical | 
humour Can't you let your involvements 
alone to diſentangle themſelves ?—Did you 
ever know a man of fix thouſand a year 
that does, or ought to trouble himſelf about 
his e 22 
DE. Faith, that is a rational conceit; but, 
nevertheleſs; 2 T tell you, Madam, we are 
roined,” 


4 %. 


ge «Ruled with f x thouſand a year !— 
Piſh ! you are now perfectly provoking,” 


5 5 Six G a year has a good ſound, 
| but when five of them are ſunk in annui- 
| | ries can you tell me how a man Mt to make 
| 
| 
| 


up the e ES 

? “, Lord, Sir Frederick ! you talk very 
nonſenſically; nothing is more eaſy! Why 
don't Ivy. get Arthur to cut off the en- 
tail o 


B's! 


* 
1 { 
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tail? he is a aue ſpirited youth, and 1 
dare ſay will do it with a great _ or 
ane wt 80 . EE 
I ſhall 3 ry 1 my du 
ſaid the Baronet; but, in the mean time, 

would it nat be as well, if you was to give 
up your Jointure ? I think 1 en 


us a little.“ 


% Take I then, by all means,“ replied 
her good-natured ladyſhip; - you have on 
to get the conſent of my e we miu 
| follows * courſe. N 


« What an a " and the 5 
ported huſband,. kiſſing her hands Win 
well- affected raptare; you have ſet the 
veſſel right again; and there will bo im- 
mediate neceſſity of ſpeaking to Arthur 
about the entail: we may keep that in re- 
ſerve, ; at leaſt until we can no longer con- 


trive 


* 5 


N 
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tm ve to go on without his aſſiſtance. Iwill 
ſee Bateman and Curry this very morning, 
and ſend them both to the devil, if they 
heſitate an inſtant in giving up their truſt 
to _ * 

« As to Curry,” replied. 3 in 
«jt requires ſome addreſs to manage that 
old fogram ; you know, he took it into his 
head to be affronted when I forbid him 

* the houſe, becauſe the fool would give his 
advice unaſked. However, I am glad to 
ſee your ſpirits getting above par. But re- 

member, Sir Frederick, when my dirty acres 
are converted into caſh, that wives, as well 

as hu/baxuds; have their little faſbionable occa- 
fions. - Here is a liſt,” taking up the paper, 
which till now had remained quietly on the 
table, where ſhe had laid it on her firſt 
entrance; * you had better look it over, 
my dear, and you will find the articles 
contained in theſe memorandum to de 
| mere 


- * 
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mere neceſſaries, which 1 cannot poſſibly 4 
without: the purchaſe of them, as near 
as I can gueſs, from expenditures of the 


ſame nature, will rather exceed fifteen hun- 0 


dred pounds, and a compliment of two: 


thouſand will leave me very much youͥůnnn 


debtor.“ 


Now, as the neceſſaries of a lady of tom. 


would not be univerſally underſtood by all 


claſſes of readers, though we were even to 
produce this liſt of memorandums, plainly 


as they were there made out, ſo we ſhall: 


no more unfold the myſtical paper that con- 


tained them than did Sir Frederick, who, 
returning it unopened, politely aſſured her 


ladyſhip, whatever part of the money ſhe 


| 


appropriated: to her on uſe would receive 2 5 


a double value 1 in his eſtimation. 


* 


| Parting in the moſt ondefinable: har- 
mony, they appointed to meet again half | 


An. hour before Lady Iſleworth's company 
7 „ aſſembled, 
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aſſembled, to talk over his ſootioſ with her 


wo truſtees, though he appeared quite 
certain they could form no objection to an 


arrangement ſo well digeſted, N ſo er. 
ceffively reaſonable. 


* 


3 


\ 
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CHAP. III. 


- LOVE CC 


AD 18L.EWORTII. at Candi was 
a romp—at fifteen, a wife and at ſix · 
teen, a mother; which is all the apolog 
we are at preſent inclined to make for hav- 
ing introduced her at the age of thirty- 
ſeven, the diſfipated miſtreſs of an almoſt 
ruined family. Her other qualifications will 
unfold themſelves as occaſion ſhall offer. 17 


Sir F edericl ad n | 
vantage over his lady, but that of being in 
age four years her fenior; of which pre. 
ference, if it may be ſo called, the inco- 
herence of all his purſuits ſpoke him to- 
tally inſenſible. Whilſt children them- 
—_ they were the Parents of children, 
winch: 


* SG 
4 an 7 = * La * 1 
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vhich at firſt they conſidered merely as play- 
things; but afterwards, ſuppoſing them to 
be at leaſt as rational as themſelves, they 
were diligently initiated into all the wif- 
dom of their wiſe parents, and as they 
grew up, no reſtrictions were laid either on 
their pleaſures or expence; ſo that by the 
time Arthur, their eldeſt ſon, had eſcaped 
minority, the ready money fortune of fifty 
thouſand pounds, brought by Lady Ifle- 
worth to her huſband, had every ſhilling. 
been ſquandered; beſides that the diſcreet. 


| father, of ibis <qually diert ſon, having 


loaded his eſtates with annuities more than 
er 

they could bear :—two. joints alone re- 
mained untouched, one of which was daily 
and anxiouſly expected to fall in, becauſe 
it hung on the life of a very old woman. 
From the other ſacred depoſit Sir Frederick 
could form no reaſonable expectations of 
preſent advantage, as it depended on the 
death of his own dear gion who was even - 
younger than bimſelf. nd eee 
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Sir Frederick. never: nd his difficul- 
ties ſo numerous and fo preſſing as at the 
opening of this hiſtory. He had prom̃iſed 
a” conſiderable loan to Mr. Snug, whoſe 
wife, as every good wife ſhould do, took a 
very tender intereſt in all the concerns of 
her huſband, and had herſelf condeſcended* 
to ſolicit the loan. It was impoſſible the 
Baronet ſhould refuſe fo fair a ſuitor, and 
yet it appeared ten times more impoſſible 
WF that he ſhould ever be able to "OL his 
W liberal e 


„ | 
' 


How Lady Iſleworth diſpoſed of beet 
detween the hours of parting from and 
meeting again with Sir Frederick, would 
be very little to the purpoſe; but her 
eagerneſs. to know the reſult of his appli- 
cation to her truſtees, muſt not be paſſed 
over in ſilence: her curioſity and anxiet 
on this occaſion was of ſo torturing a na- 
ture, that even the duties of her toilet were 

na manner e m be faid; . 
l that 


\ 


* i \ 
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that ſhe rather ſuffered than enjoyed them; 
ſhe would fix her eyes on her looking- 
glaſs, without admiring her charms, or even 
_ ſeeming to know that they were reflected 
before her; many of her ornaments were 
forgotten, and the reſt ill adjuſted. Twenty 
times had ſhe ſent to enquire if Sir Fre- 
derick was come home, and a long train of 
repeated negatives ſerved only to increaſe - 
. 12 large ſock of diſcompoſure; 


When Lady Iſleworth hgnified. her ap- 
prehenſions, that Mr. Curry would with- 
hold his conſent to the diſpoſal of her join- 
ture, on account of ſome offence which ſhe 
acknowledged to have given him, ſhe had 
other reaſons, befides thoſe ſhe choſe to 
advance, for more than doubting the ſucceſs 
of her huſband's negociation. Let us fee, 
then, from what cauſe theſe hidden fears 
originated, and dig to the very root of that 
evil from whence ſprung her ladyſbip 3 
mw Rock of 3 impatience. | 


- 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ludlow, the father of Lady Iles _ 
worth, lived long enough for the advance» _ 
ment of his daughter, to ſee her the wife = 156 
of Sir Frederick, and died foon enough to 
avoid being the witneſs of her deſtruction. 
He was what is commonly called a ce 
Parent, for he never would take a f. | 
wife, ''He accumulated a vaſt. fortune. by 
trade, one moiety of which he gave the Ba». 
ronet onthe day of marriage, and the other _ 
reſigned two years after, when called upon 2 
to take his laſt journey; at which period 
he had acquired ſo much inſight into their 

mutual paſſion for expence, that again he 
evinced himſelf the careful father, for he 
bequeathed the remaining fifty thouſand 

that he left behind him to the ſole diſpoſal 
of his daughter, without cutting off his 
ſon-in-law from the uſe of the yearly in- 
tereſt chis large ſum may produce. He Was 
alſo a careful father, when he united, for her 
ſettlement in truſt, two gentlemen, who. 
in the whole courſe of their lives, he had 

pt] | | . REY 


v 


H 
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never known to be united in the ſame 
opinion. Curry was in reality what Bate- 
man only appeared to be: one was an ho- 
neſt man on all occaſions; the other ſome-- 
times ated like an honeſt man, but not 
unleſs it would anſwer the purpoſe of his 
\ Intereft as well, or better, than playing the 


knave; and if we take this his real cha- 


racter for our clue, we ſhall find it the leſs. 
difficult to develope the cauſe of certain 
myſterious tranſactions that we are going 
to lay before out readers, and which had 
for many years been paſſing between Bate- 
man and 3 8 en Ileworth. Fey. 


At various times, and on various emer- 
gencies, her ladyſhip had applied to this 
Jem Chriſtian for certain ſums of money; 
but the ſecurity Sir Frederick could not 
poſſibly join in, becauſe he never was con- 
fulted on the bufineſs. Though ſmall the 
ſums, the frequency with which they were 
demanded, and the number of years they: 
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tion, made them at length amount to ſome-! 
thing ſo; conſiderable, that beſides leaving 25 
in his rapacious hands all her valuable 
jewels, whilſt they were cunningly copied ; 
in paſte, of ſuch exquifite workmanſhip as 
to. defy the ſcrutiny of a huſband's ex- 
amination, this wiſe guardian inſiſted on 
additional ſecurity ; and having nothing bet- 
ter to offer, the uſurer accepted an obli- 
gation, properly executed, to receive, on 
the death of Sir Frederick, double the con- 5 
ſideration of the whole debt ſne had in- 
curred; or in caſe ſhe ſhould not be the 
ſurvivor, he took care, by a deed of gift, 
that his fooliſh ward would reimburſe * 
family at the ſame laviſh rate, for his pro- 
foſion of generoſity in fo freely adminiſter- 
Wing to her extravagancies. 


. 


Thus fituated, Lady — dull ages: 
tainly never have conſented to Sir Frede- 
rick's a pplication, but for fear her refuſak; 

1 5 | na 


had been rolling on in a tide af accumula - 


— 


this only conſolation, that Bateman, for his 


alas! whatever ſatisfaction might have been 


upon to relinquiſh his truſt. On the ane 
was not the moſt terrible of her enemies; 


for on the other a fiend till more ugly 
_ preſented icſelf—the ſpectre of ſolirude was 


been ſo buſy in deranging her own affairs, 


never troubled herſelf about what belonged 
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might occaſion certain queſtions, which 
might lead to certain explanations, by no 
means deſirable. - She therefore ſubmitted 
with a good grace, flattering herſelf with: 


own fake, would not betray the engage» 
ments into which ſhe had entered. But, 


reaped from her ſafety in reſpect to the 
fear of detection, met with a counterpoiſe, 
in the fuller certainty, that for bis ou ſake 
alſo, Bateman would never be prevailed 


hand ſhe was aſſailed by ſhame, yet ſhame 


a thouſand times leſs tolerable. 


Until this morning, her ladyſhip had 


that it is little to be wondered at if ſhe had 


to 
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to the affairs of her huſband, This was 
really the caſe : for when told that morn- 


ing they were in a bad condition, the was Ch 


ſurpriſed ; but the threat which accom- 
panied the diſcovery, of dragging her from 

a town reſidence, added terror to ſurpriſe ; 
and at a moment fo peculiar, ſhe Would 
willingly have ſacrificed every obſtacle 


which ſtood in the way of Sir Frederick's _ : 


views on that part of her fortune her father 
| bad ſo Prudentiy locked up; there was no 
penance ſhe would not have performed, to 
W avoid the bittereſt of all calamities, that of 
being forced to exchange the dear diſtrac- 

W tion of a town life for a dull, fleepy, coun- - | 
W try retirement. Her pin- money, it muſt 

bere be confeſſed, was very rich in arrearÞ 
W which had been a ſort of ſtumbling-block 
in her road to pleaſure. Whenever ſhe 
applied to the ſteward, he would gravely 


refer her ladyſhip to his maſter, who would 


as gravely, though not ſo reſpectfully, re- 
fer her to the devil. Now, whether it was 
ade 3 that 


1 
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deſcriptions, particularly. thoſe of honour, 


_. mined, with a ſcroll of paper in her hand, 
on which was ſketched an exact meaſure of 
all her demands, and full of confidence: in 
his capability of diſcharging them, we have 


ed between them on that interview, we pro- 
| aced: to another of no leſs i importance. 


that me did not like to put him out of 
humour, or that Mr. Bateman's ſupplies 
ſaved her from the neceſſity of reiterated 
1mportunities, certain it is, that for many 
years ſhe had left off ſpeaking to Sir Fre- 
derick on the ſubject, till debts of all 


forced her to reſolve on breaking ſilence, 
and ſetting out her claims. Thus deter- 


ſeen her meet him at the breakfaft table, 
where, having alſo witneſſed whatever paſſ- 


* 
, - 
2 
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\WENTY and nine times had Lady 
1 Iſleworth ſent Harris, her woman, 
to enquite if Sir Frederick was returned; 
but before the thirtieth could be diſpatched, 
her heart palpitated at receiving an invita- 
tion from himſelf, to meet bim in one of 
the 1 inner nnn. Kan oF 2 


When the - meſſage Haw brought up, 
Mrs. Harris was in the act of ſpreading 
cover her lady's ſhoulders a profuſion, of 


long light hair, hanging from a well turned | 
head, the chief merit of which conſiſted in 
the cultivation: of this captivating orna- 
ment. Inſtantaneouſly ſhe broke from the 


. of her Abigail, aug immediately 
took 
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took her giday girliſh flight down ſtairs; ; 
but, turning about before ſhe reached the 
bottom, ſhe ſtopped, and called out for 
Farris; Go,” ſaid me,“ and tell Miſs 
Ifleworth, ſhe is not to expect I ſhall carry 
my indulgence to ſuch prepoſterous lengths, 
as to let her mope away. all the evening in 
her chamber, whilſt I am killing myſelf - 
with fatigue in forming little fooliſh parties 
at whiſt and cribbage—ſay it is her duty to 
euſe me of this ee eee wouhle. Do 
58 heur me, ane” 18-77] 


2 Yes, my OS 


And tell her, my faro will not ſet 

late to- night; or, if it ſhould, and her head 
continues to ache, ſo that ſbe cannot keep 
out of her bed, 1 ſhall diſmiſs. her before 
it breaks up.” She ſtayed to ſay no more, 


bdut burried on to meet her huſband, try- 

ing, as ſhe paſſed along, to fortify. her ſpi- 
wn 6 very work that might hap- : 
e 


T3 
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pen; a precaution by no means unneceſ® 
ſary. Had ſhe not been armed to encoun- 
3 diſappointment, the firſt glance the © 
caught of Sir Frederick muſſ. have con- 
- quered all that yet remained unconquered : 
of Rare and pennen „ 
% : Fc al 

"Figs was fitting on the * of a card- 

table, ſin looks vacant and ſullen; he Was 

alſo whiſtling a certain doleful air, which * 
his lady had often obſerved he never at- 
tempted, but in the ſtrongeſt fits of ſulki- 
neſs or paſſion; one of the packs of cards 
that lay on the table, he was trying to turn 
to his amuſement, by toſſing it up with his 
right hand and catching it again with his 
left, a ſort of manual exerciſe which he 
managed ſo adroitly, that with ſafety he 
| might haye taken 4 bett to any, amount, | 
that he would not throw out one turn in a 
thouſand, had any man, with ſpirit equal 


to his on, offered him the temptation; 


but, alas! had he looked round for ſuch a 
1 VOL. I» 0 bon 4 


t 


ſome warmth, ** why ſurely, my dear, you 
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bon Auen he would have ſeen only his 
wife ſtanding before him, who, with the 
beſt ve e for gaming, had nothiog 
to loſe. 


Her ladyſhip pauſed for a moment, con- 
templating, with a mixture of ſurpriſe and 
pleaſure, the velocity and truth of his 
throws, ſeeming to loſe, in admiration of 
his dexterity, all ſolid conſiderations; til}, 
rouſed from the tranſient raptures of for- 
getfulneſs, by ſeeing him dafh the cards 
from one end of the room to the other, 
and hearing him crying out in a voice of 
thunder, What the devil made ch ſend 
me on a fool's errand? 8 


<A fool's errand ſhe retorted, with 


went on your own errand; you wiſhed to 
make the application—l gave my conſent, 
and devoutly wiſhed you ſucceſs; there- 
fore, if 42 have * in obtaining it, the 
| | fault 
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fault you know cannot be nine, our un- 
lueky ſtars are alone to blame; and indeed! 
I 0 think of late we an been NY 

GIG e : 


* vi 


«« This is fine talking, Lity eb: 
but it will not do—it will not blind me to 


the confounded arts of your ſex.” To 
have certainly entered into a conſpirac ß 
with that tuſcal Bateman; or why, at the 
firſt mention of the affair, did he bluntly 
tell me you never did, would; or could ex- 


pect his ſandtion to /% abſurd a propoſi- 


tion? Zounds, Madam i how weuld he have 
dared to uſe me thus, if, by fame private 
means, you. had not put him on his guard, 

and OR his „ e 


13040 Meworth felt herſelf vlameleſs of 55 
the accuſation laid to her charge. She wel 
enough underſtood: in what manner to con- 
ſtrue Bateman's firm rejection of her huſ- 
band's propoſal ; it was no more than the 

c 2 . 
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- * 


expected; but, 8 f no. 3 das 
| plicity,iand' latisfied | that what . ſhe; for · 


merly practiſed had not tranſpired, ſhe 
very ſoon convinced Sir Frederick of the 


_ fallacy on which his ſuſpicions were found- 
kd. the offered to go the next day, to try 


What her own, intereſt would, do with this | 
ſtubborn guardian; upon which he begged 
her pardon, and confeſſed himſelf, aſhamed 


Sat he a ever; ;:doubred! (her; SPACEY im 


57 N 215 ; +5 [3% 
b © Domeſtic e was thus . 0 
its uſual ſtandard. But the Baronet' 8 viva⸗ 


city continuing rather below par, his ami 


able moiety exerted all her infantine play; 
fulneſs to conjure away his ſpleen erſhe 
talked of Mrs. Snug, of ſuppers, of. din- 
ners, of operas, plays, maſquerades, of 


every thing but their νν⁰ neceſſities; in 
ſhort, ſhe accommodated her, ſubjects ſo | 
well to his humour, that ix is probable he 


might have buried, at leaſt for that night, 


| the Jomombaance ab. all. his diſappoints 


5 maꝗents, 
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ments, if the mention of Mrs. Snug had 

not kept them ſwimming on the ſurface of 
his memory—to Mrs. Snug he had pro- 
miſed five hundred pounds, and in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs he might as well 
have promiſed her ee millions. | 


| ned idſt of- her ndühig 's ice 
efforts to pleaſe and amuſe him; he ſtarted 
on his legs, and turning three times:rount . 
upon his heel with the grace of a Veſtris, - 
he aſked her this plain queſtion—. What 


are we to do, if that curſed Bateman holds 
nn 18 Ace 25 8 lz {4 9 2413 7 oY $3*q 
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* # 


CHAP. V. 
THE ANSW:BR. | 


HAT are we to do!“ ſhe' repli- 
| ed, laughing, © ſurely that can 
| ea puzzle. How: do other 
people of: faſhion: manage in the time of 
ſcareity? Let us follow their example; 
and, by appearing more ſplendid than ever, 
give the world no room to make ill-· natured 
remarks. It is only your poor ſpiritleſs be- 
ings that are proper objects of ridicule, 
who, afraid of their ſhadows, renounce the 
appearance of affluence, when they no 
longer poſſeſs the reality; firſt drops one 


footman from behind the carriage, then a 
butler is miſſed at the ſide-board; ſoon + 


after, perhaps, the porter is diſlodged from 


Is het, and a wol maid- ſervant opens 
the 


Nay more, 1 have myſelf dre an oO ? 3 
ſtance, where a lady of this: deſoriptiony; | 


before ſhe was half. ruined, | fold her own' 


four coach horſes, and now jobs only. a 
pair. But theſe are rare 1 Jcan- 
not name many of them: I profeſs, that 
for one ſuch I will produce a. bundred Who, 
e er are e the better ry lire.” 


; i 
Ns ; 


2 wel. well,” cried-Siv- Voadenichw/ ths 
ther impatiently, all this may hn Jo. 
bat mae] + was and ee 43 
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5 U | 0 + $5254 2 125 wm 
* : : 5 7 4 8 


+ 


5 « Lord!” replied b here 10 II 
66 to aſk i you had ber ci ct dem. 
and what he ſaid to TY SS 5 


7 Said Fits 1 be too gave me a fat re- 
fuſal, though rather in more civil terms 
than N ee Bateman.“ 5 


* * 


Gs: 


| # & watt 1 protet 1 did not | eee this 
| 4:0 Curry; I thought, though we had quar- 

welled With him, be would very willingly 
- have done ſuch a littleftiatter to oblige us; 
but never fear; for when I tals with them 
to morrow, my hopes are extremely ſan · 
3 * that J ſhall 1 — chem rr into a 
dee * re | 


<< To rel you 57 cruth, " returned Sir 
Frederick, "OT have no notion that either 
of them kill ever be brought to a ſenſe of 
their incotfigible impertinence, fo I think 
you had better let them alone; and as they 
deny their conſent, . 4 know an honeſt Jew 
who may Ppt us in the way of doing the 
San without their privity or approba- 
tion.“ 4 yey-0r 11:3 3 Ft Brkt) 


* 


How eee convenient ei . ex. 
claimed _— Heworth.” 1 00 IDE 
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Sir Frederick ſhook. his head. Why; 
yes,” ſaid he, but jt muſt be done to a 


great diſadyantage, L ſhall not pocket more: 


” 
WERE | 


than ek Af its mn - ts „„ 


108 a k 7, 


6 Fiſk, never 1 . 55 etufng offer 


lady, «© we ſhall be.well off to have money; 


at any rate; one thouſand pounds 7 NOW. is, 


id my opinion, a, thouſand degrees beiter 


than five times five when one has leſs occa | 
ſton. for money... Poſitively, zat- all events, | 
we muſt not degrade ourſelves ; any fort of- 
infringement on ovc prefentmode of living” 


is abſolutely impoſſible] Can you conceiye.. 


the difgrace which mull be. the conſequenee - 4 
of our Se w to the little bai. 


Practices of a 9 


Her ladyſhip was thus eee with! 5 


ſtrongly marked energy of expreſſian; hen : 
the. flood. gates of her. eloguence ſuddenly. 
cloſed on a ſervant” s coming into the room, 


who informed his. mater, thata. perſon juſt - 


R,] one > | arrived. 


— 


* 
— * 0 
PP E 
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arrived expreſs from Bath deſired to ſee 
him, having buſineſs of importance to com- 
municate. The admittance of this ſtranger 
was accordingly ordered; and Sir Frede- 
rick exclaimed, © I'll lay fifty pounds to a 
ſhilling my aunt Bridger is going to be 
| troubleſome again. 


„„ Well, Sir,” ſeeing the man enter as 
he ſpoke the laſt word, © what is year © im- 
portant buſineſs with me! 3 


* am bh profeliion, Sir, an OOTY | | 
and juſt arrived from Bath, very NO: to 
offer 1 my e a 


6 I he 0 no — for your ſervices,” | 
aid Sir F rederick, ; angrily. 


«] am ſorry, very ſorry indeed, Sir, 
to find that you are already engaged; 1 1 
thought I ſhould have been the firſt in my 
_ pps her SAY s death was hardly 

known 
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| Lining at Bath, and indeed I did think ho 8 

body could have had the plæeaſure of con- 

veying the ſad 2 earlier than my⸗ | 
ſelf,” 


Ho, ho! I begin to underſtand you 
ſpeak out man- Is Lady Bridget dead 
really and truly, COPY m_ bong Joe 
dead pet 1 


cc Alas! Sir,“ cried: the vadeanes,” 
lengthening his viſage, it is a melantholy. 
truth; and I was in hopes to have received 
the honour of your commands reſpeRing 
* dyſhip s Interment.” 


« You ſhall have en a0 have 
them,” cried he in a tone of tranſport, | 
e yes, you Mall have them, by 61 


OW — 
n DET 6 LINER rt nar pe * 


70 Nothing can be more reaſonable,”” 
added Lady Iſleworth, ber eyes dancing 
. vit 
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with joy, ſo pray ſer about it immedi- 
ately; you have very much obliged us by 
Nur diligence on this occaſion,” P 
8 undettaker $ appearance anſwered 
to his profeſſion. He returned this con- 
deſcending acknowledgment by a pr ofound 
bow; and with a ſolemnity of countenance 
ſuitable to the ſubject, entered into a de- 
tail at how much coſt and trouble he ſup- 
ported a correſpondence in families of con- 
: ſequence, by which means he had often the 
Pleaſure of being the firſt to convey news 
of an unexpected demiſe to the ſurviving 
| relatives of the defunct; and ended with 
ſu ppoſing, that her lady ſhip's remains were 
to be interred 1 in the family vault. 


08” What! carry her as far as Wether 
land ?” Interrupted the Baronet, „by no 
means, by no means, Mr. Sable! the jour- 
"IF * Would be quite inconvenient; 5 the 
„„ 3 never 
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never liked the country, or any of our 
family reſidences— no, no, that will never 
S „„ 


a. Where then; Sir, would you be 


pleaſed to direct that nerd nn ſhould 
N bo 25 | 
« Why, T think the ben at Buch may. | 
do very well.“ 

3 replied the Man of Death. 
No doubt, Sir Frederick, your inten- 
tions are, that op ſhall be done lad. 
1 9 : : 
0 8 We friehd-»as far as ye can make ; 
fifty pounds go in pageaniry I will frank 

you for any thing beyond that ſum I wy | 

not be an{ywerable. ” | 


« I 8 Sir, that her ladyſhip OT. 
be buried in lead, and fifty pounds would 
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but barely enable me to * ber into a deal | 
ſhell,” 


£4 © Well, well, that is your buſineſs and 
not mine; put her into a leaden coffin or 
a quart bottle, I ſhall aſk no queſtions 
about the matter, but the devil take me 
if I allow you more than wy e for 
the job.“ | 


A loud knocking at the door announced 
the dawn of a riotous night; the poor 

trader in death, creſt-fallen, and dejected at 
the hard bargain Sir Frederick had driven, 
was haſtily diſmiſſed, and the merry mourn- 
ers could not find time to congratulate each 
other, before they were Turrounded by a 
little army of friends, all of whom were _ 
well diſpoſed to take a ſhare i in their good 


fortune. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


WHO SHE WAS: 


AD Bridger Ifeworth was the t 
indolent Dowager of Sir Frederick's 

uncle, to whoſe title and eſtates his father 
firſt and then himſelf had ſucceeded, in all 
about thirty years; a very long time, it 
muſt be acknowledged, for the payment of 
a heavy jointure! Where is the calculator 
who would give a wife thirty years to run 
after the leaſe of her huſband's life had ex- 

pired ? or where the heir who would, with- 
out grumbling, have anſwered the uncon- 
ſcionable claim of ſucb an n everlaſting © old 


OT 8 IO 


Sir Frederick; fivced by a note tedious, 
ſeries of paged to FS that gram- 
| bling ' 
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bling was neither pleaſant or profitable, hit | 
on a better expedient, and fo totally ba- 


niſhed from his memory the lady and her 


demands on his eftate; that he never recol- 
lected either the one or the other, except 
when rouſed by the irreſiſtible calls, not of 
his own conſcience, but of her ladyſhip's 
lawyers: yet even theſe latter mementos; 
though extremely troubleſome, were often 
ſet at defiance, in ſo much that an over-: 


plus of two thoufand pounds remained in; 


his hands, which, all the diligence of law. 
could not get out. of them; one method. 
only could have brought him to account, 
but Lady Bridget would have, nothing oy 


do with ſheriff” officers. . 


This 8 8 IM ow. IMpro-- i 


priety of her living beyond the limits pre- 


ſcribed by cuſtom. She had alſo ſome mo 
ney of her own, with very few occaſions of 
uſing it, having ſurvived} the defire ol -all . 


| ſorts of pleaſures except that of, mall, play, 
are _ 3 which. : 


A ee 
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which was neither expenſive or inconveni- — 
ent. For theſe reaſons, though her appli- 
cation to Sir Frederick was regularly made 
half. yearly, ſhe as regularly accepted, in 
lieu of her annuity, his civil excuſes; ang 
if ſhe had-one quarter paid when five quar- 
ters were due, it was even more than ſhe'e ex- | 
potted. | | pk; 

That part tof the pion ſits appro- 
priated to the uſes of Lady Bridget's ſettle- 
ment, was the only unentailed part of the 
whole; beſides which advantage; it was ſo 
fitmly ſecured to its original purpoſes, that 
though the preſent . poſſeſſor had moved 
heaven and earth, 'Jew and Chriſtian, to 
burthen it, as all the reſt of His acres had 
been barthoged;: 8955 che e was impol-: 
ſible. ee e en 1 0 18 k 

Latz % 10 WAR 267 ad gain vo i 

With what thnniſports then muſt he have 
heard: of the releaſe of his dear aunt,. by 
. Fs hich 


A 
—— 29s * ww nan a2.” 1 LOIN r at dooay votcove” 


- 1 


” 
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which zxent his Rill dearer eſtates were alſo 
releaſed. If ſhe was gone no body could 


tell where, they might ſoon have followed, ; 


nobody knows how. 


By mole clauſe in the marriage ar- 


ticles, it was whimfically provides, that tlie 
funeral expences ſhould ariſe out of the 


Jjointured eſtate ;. but as no particular ſum 

| was. ſpecified for this occafional compli- 
ment, it produced the fingular effect of en- 
gendering the very firſt idea of economy 


world may applaud it, was greatly repro- 
bated by the noble minded undertaker, in 


e mid teats in her eyes, tan co tell him 


a great 


that had ever croſſed the brain of Sir Fre- 
derick, which, however highly the prudent 


whoſe opinion a handſome: funeral compen- 
| ſated: for all. ſorts of living evils; and to 
ſuch. a flame was his reſentment worked: 
up, by reflecting on the pitful fifty pound 
Joby that when, on his arrival at Bath, his 


FASHIONABLE IN VOLVEMBNTS 43 
a great misfortune ' had happened, that he 
had been too hafty, for that Lady Bridget 
Iſleworth had only fallen down in a fit, and 
| was come to life again, inſtead of being 
diſcomforted, he ſnapped his fingers with 
the full force of exultation, and crfed out, 
to the utter aſtoniſhment of his ſorrow ing 
help : mate, I am glad of it —with all 
my heart!“ He then ſnatched up a pen, 
and addreſſed the following "oy Wm 
to Sir F redaraehs,.. 


« « Sm, ent: | | 1 

c« « Pleaſe underſtand” that 1 capact 150 
4e the pleaſure of putting your worthy, re- 
lation Lady Bridget Iſleworth to repoſe; 
« fifty pounds would have done the thing 
with no ſort of neaunggas; but hoping to 
have future favours of Like kind-from/elf | 
« and;family, I would not have been af 
my bargain, if her ladyſhip had not very 
1 I come to life again Hope 
14 | 5 EXpences 


—N2— ſ——— —— —— — 


£ 
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* expencesificurred will be conſidered on 


_ © yext-occafion. And am, Sir, 3 5 moſt 


4 dutiful ſervant to command. 
l . Jon Greonnuy," Y 
0 8 Frederick 1 e n =o 


85 Could Sit Frederick or ey gy: have 
ſurmiſed the misfortune that hung over 
their heads had they known, łhat whilſt 
they gayly ſported in the ſanguine rays. of 
expectation, the very foundation of theſeex- 
pectations would have fallen to the ground 


what a ſombre complexion might ſuch. 


knowledge have caſt over the exhilirating 


amuſements of that evening; which they 


confidered as the forerunner of wealth, or 
at leaſt a partial redemption from pteſent 

difficulties; but being in this inſtance the 
favourites of fortune, the mortifying intel- 


Ugence that Lady Bridget was not yet | 
ready to receive the funeral honours ſo 


rudenthy . did not teach town 


; 49 N 3 4 2 n a | till. 


- 
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Hill after Sir F dark had got a purchaſer 9 


for that part of his eſtate on which ſhe was 
jointured, together with the ſum of one 


thouſand pounds: in advance, before the 


deeds could be compleated, which were to 


convey che whole of this, only unincum- 
bered part of his property from himſelf and 


family for wer. „ eee 1 2 | 
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Sfr. VII. 


PRELININAKIES DISCUSSED. 5 


{£ 
; . 


HE mt who made this . Wa- 
den purchaſe was no other than Mr. 
Cuny: : he had refuſed to give up the rights 


of a guardian, becauſe ſolemnly engaged 


never to relinquiſh them ;—it was a pro- 


' miſe drawn from him in the laſt moments 


of an expiring friend : Mr. Ludlow exaQ- 


ed the yow, and religion taught kim to re- 


ſpect i it. 


* 
£ = 
« 


t ps eb de when ſoberly explained 


to Sir Frederick, bore ſo ſtrongly the figure 
of civil neceſſity, that he was not half ſo 


much diſpleaſed as he had before been, 


with the rude denial of Bateman; he even 
condeſcended to conſult Curry on the emer- 


n FN, gency 


\ 
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gency of bas affairs, and complained to him 
of his family expences, which the honeft 
well-meaning merchant had ay wiſely 4. 
viſed bim to retreucbd. 


But. . wittoar is not always vindi- 
cated of her children, there was a ſtrong, 
proof in the ſtubborn difreliſh with which 
this wholeſome counſel was received by che 
Baronet, woo 8 re plied, 


= There was no neceſfity char he ſhould 
curtail Lady Ifleworth of her domeſtic or 


fſecial enjoyments for the ſake of a little pre- 


' fent embarraſſment, which would, in the 

_ courſe of nature, ſoon be done away? his 
old aunt could not live for ever, and at her 
death he ſhould ſell an eſtate, the profits 
arifing from the ſale of which would 1 
date al dis debts.” _ —_ 

He might have faid, except thoſe con- 


rrafted © on annuities, which ſwallowed up 
__  four- 


4 * . 


* 


* " > 
enn 


* 
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er 
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four-fifths of his income. But: with theſe | 
irredeemable incumbrances he never choſe 

to burthen bis own thoughts, or intrude a 
liſt of them on the memory of his friends, 
having contracted none of theſe private 
bleſſings but on terms of /lence, - which it 

was not for the intereſt of his money- lending 

connections to break through, as long as 
their demands were punQually anſwered, 
which hitherto had been effected at the ex · 
pence of honeſt tradeſmen, who admitted 
him into their, books with, more faith than 


diſcretion. 4 


, % 
f " * bl - - o P ; 2 id - 
* % 


* 


The converſation I haye been alluding 
| to happened on that memorable evening, 
when Sir Frederick waited on Mr. Curry, 
to coax or. curſe him out of his guardian- 
ſhip; but finding neither likely to ſuc- 
ceed, and fancying he ſaw ſomething in 
his benevolent.countenance that ſeemed to 
fay, 1 would ſerve you if I could, it is bet- 
ter, thought he, to make a friend than an 


8 enemy 
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enemy. of this man, who, on ſome; other. 


occaſion, may at leaſt repleniſh -my plays 


purſe with a brace of hundreds. In con- 


formity to this convenient opinion, he 


dropped the hauleur of a drawcanſir, and 
aſſumed the language of a ſuppliant, pray- 


ing for counſel at the ſhrine of experience. 


Mr. Curry aſked him, $6 What he con- 
ccived to be the value of his Weſtmore- 
land eſtate, ſubje&.to the.jointure of Lady 


Bridget?“ 


It had been eſtimated,“ he replied, 


« at thirty thouſand pounds, and hopedꝭ it 


would at eg produce him bat ſum.“ 


Before they parted, Curry deſired Sir 


Frederick he might be conſulted on the 


purchaſe, whenever it was to be diſpoſed 
of: he wanted,” he ſaid, “ a landed pro- 


perty in at county, of courſe would give 
him more for an eſtate 19 ſuch good condi- 


vol. I. . tion 


— 4 
1 
1 
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FE 


ion than any other perſon leſs attached to 


1 he beauties of ſituation than himſelf.” 


Ibis requeſt gave our man of faſhion a 

fort of negative pleaſure, without acting as 
an immediate ſoporific on the ſhattered con- 
ſtitution of his deceaſed ſpiri:s. The proſ- 
pect of touching ſo conſiderable a ſum was 
pleaſant enough ; but who could meaſure 
the diſtance between his neceſſiiy and his 
affluence? he had never indeed heard that 
any mortal, ſince the Antedeluvian age, 
could get to the ſummit” of two hundred. 
years, and chen tug away for the third; but 
i ſuch a ſturdy mortal was ever to exiſt 
again, he felt himſelf fully perſuaded it 
would be his aunt Bridget. 


We bave ſeen, after the conference had 
broken up, with how heavy a heart Sir 
| Pfederick returned to his ſplendid home: 
we may alſo have perceived no bad ſpeci- 
men of fortune's whimſicality, in the ar- 

rival 


- 


\ 4 
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rival of the bhderinker; Mr. John 9 
gerly, with glad tidings from Bath, and 


the ſorrowful ones which awaited his re- 
turn thither; and now we have only, if you 


pleaſe, to beſtow our comments on our 


hero's good luck, which carried him to 
cloſe the bargain for his Weſtmoreland 


eſtate with Mr. Curry, at an early hour the 


next Ne before the letters were de- 


Wen 


1 3 to ſell and E at be rate 
of twenty-five years purchaſe; one thouſand 


pounds earneſt money were depoſited in 
the hands of the thrice happy ſquanderer, 


who immediately fle to the houſe of his 
friend Captain Jerry Snug, and toſfed into 


the lap of his expecting lady a moiety of 


the new acquired treaſure, for which his 


word was before engaged; nor did he take 


any perſonal ſecurity for this ſum, or other 


loans made 1 in the ſame way, but ſuch as 
| EW Captain 
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Captain Snug rendered valid of a full and 
; 8 concurrence. e 


— 


Theſe two viſits, the -one of buſineſs, 
l I the other of pleafure, being finiſhed much 
1 to the ſatisfaction of Sir Frederick, he 
ll haſtily drew out his watch —found it was 
= paſſt his hour of dreſſing - exacted a pro- 
miſe from Mrs. Snug that ſhe would 
ſheyw herſelf at his wife's next afſembly— 

took a haſty, but tender adieu xknocked 
at the library door, as he paſſed down 

ſtairs, to let the complaiſant huſband know 

he was retiring—and haſtened home to 
make Lady emanh a ſharer in his good 
- humour. 85 . 


CHAP. 


— 
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CHAP. VIII. 
TAE N os A FINE LADY -. 810 


IR F REDERICK had this: morning: 
8 gone out on foot, which was often his 
_ cuſtom, when he bent his ſteps towards 
the magnet of his inclination for this goo 


reaſon, that ſervants have 15 85 and e : 


en Curioſity. - VJ £00 BAK 197 


** „ »< 
» 


Juſt as he reached his ka buſied in 4 ; 


profound reverie on the »/e of money, and 
the faſcination of beauty, my lady's footmant 


ruſhed out at the door his face bore i in it! 
all the buſtle - of diſpatch—he had no hat 


on his head—and in the violence of his- 


haſte he ran againſt his maſter, whoſe eyes 


were turned on the pavement, and would 
hate * him low, if the Baronet, rouſed 
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by * rude a hack: had not ſet himſelf i in 
a poſture of defence; but, perceiving the 
danger proceeded from one of his own de- 
meſtics, with a curſe and a blow, he de- 
manded the occaſion of his hurry ;. when. 

he learned, that the mate of his boſom was 
dying, that the terrified ſervant was run- 
ning to fetch the doctor! 


5 Sir Frederick neither retarded or fora rd-. 
ed the haſte of the meſſenger; but walked: 
on to his apartment, with his thoughts ra- 
ther fixed on a lively miftrefs than an ex- 
piring wife. 


*Boberly he ſat himſelf down on a chair 
ſoberly pulled his bell and, on the ap- 
pearance of his valet, as. ſoberly enquired 
if his ſon Arthur was come back. from 
Newmarket P. 


« « No,” was the reply: but before he 
could alk after the Wan of. Lady He-. 


O's | 5 Worb: 
3 . \ 


0 4 


— 
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worth, if he had any ſuch intentions, his 
eldeſt daughter Clariſſa burſt into the 
room, and, half ſuffocated with her tears, 
cried out, Oh! papa, what can be the 
matter with mama ?—ſhe is dying! —ſhe is 
dying !—pray come to her this moment.“ 
She ſnatched his hand; and dragged him 
e enough to the l en * 


Suse b 50s a SO lay Lady a ene 1 
in ſtrong hyſterics, altervately ſcreaming, 
laughing, and writhing her delicate form 
into a thouſand groteſque figures, as if ſhe 
| had been under the immediate influence 

of witchcraft. | 


Clariſſa threw herſelf by the fide of her 
mother, and endeavoured to keep her head 
ſteady, whilſt Sir Frederick, advancing / 
with as much decent melancholy as his 
happy ſtate of mind could lend to accom+- 
modate his countenance, took. up one of - 
ber lady ſhip 8 hands, when, behajd, his 

2 4 5 evrioliy 


— 
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curioſity was awakened by ſomething which 
; ſhe graſped ſo faft, chat to unlooſe her hold: 
coſt him infinite pains and many ſtruggles; 
but at length the taſk; was accompliſhed, 
when he became poſſeſſed of a paper, as. 
the reward, of his exertions, the contents of 
Which; as his eager eyes ran them over, had 
nearly reduced, him to the ſame ſituation as 
the dying lady, being no other than Mr.. 
John Gingerly's letter to announce the re- 
furrection of Lady Wees Iſleworthl! 
Jet was many Ps "20200 this deplorable 
couple recovered their u ſpirits, or even 
their very ſmall portion of common ſenſe. 
Yet the wife's fit of ſpleen was ſhaken off 
ſooner than the huſband's chagrin ; and be- 
ing fit company only for themſelves, every 
body elſe was diſmiſſed from the apartment, 
whilſt, by a ſort of tacit conſent, they con- 
tinued together, deviſing on ways and. 
means to extricate themſelves. from the dif- 
_ ficultieg that involved them. 
77 * * AA | 1 Lady 


— 2 0 
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Lady Iſleworth lifted-her head from the 
arm of the ſopha on which it was before re- 
_ clined, and fitting up in an ere& poſture, . 
fighed from the very bottom of her diſcon- 
ſolate heart—Sir Frederick walked up and 
down the room, meditating, with a vacant. 
countenance, on their mutual diſappoint- 
ment—her ladyſhip was the firſt to break 
this awful filence.. 9. 5 
| Ah What is to be . yo —ſhe aked— 
ec What ſhall we do . Ws TT. 
r F 8 Nenne trort—ſhaced,; hw 
= in the face—but anſwered. not; when: 
ſhe again repeated her queſtion, with this. go. 
addition, My dear, Sir gt what 2 
ſhall we do?? EN. 


* 


9 3 now 3 © ny _ 


— 


| aa her exclamation, and he replied—, a 
„Go to the devil! I don't know any |} 
ſbarter way out of our perplexities. Thhave 
u eee 
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- engaged to fell the Weſtmoreland eſtate 
this morning, and have received a thouſand 
pounds earneft.” | 


Charming!“ cried out his tranſported: 
wife, but why did you not tell me this- 
good news ſooner? A thoufand pounds is 
better than nothing—it will enable us to- 
fulfill all our pręſent engagements Pray 
give me five hundred of it this moment 
you know we have promiſed Clariffa a ball 
Cher eftabliſhment depends, I am con- 
vinced it ddes, on her appearance that 
night Lord Clarence has given broad 
hints already, and I am ſure he will make 
m_— i very next ener 


gt Not ſo faſt, ” dryly interrüptedd the Ba- 
r I have no fve hundred pounds, 
curſe the old woman! to beſtow on chances 


vr puppei. ſhows,” 


= Why, what then have you done with: 
dhe N Did. you not tell me this 
| moment. 


5 
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moment you had received a thouſand: 
pounds earneft tor FOUR Weſtmoreland 


eſtate?” 


\ 
5 1 


* Suppoſe I have, what 1s your wiſe con- 
cluſion even if I was really in poſſeſſion. of 


1 


the whole ſum 2” Oe 0 
« Certainly 1 ſhall fay you cannot dif- 

poſe of it more faſhionably, or to greater” 

advantage, than in the manner I propoſe.” : 


* Confound 105 propoſition !—half is 
alreadly paid to tradeſmen, as a/ prop to 
their patience, and a I muſt raiſe that 
again to pay back the depofit.—Of alÞ the 
miſchief that could befall me; Lady Brid- 
get's riſing 4efore the day of ES is he: 
greateſt !!? | 


V Bot, Sir Frederick, why was you fo 
Premat m to pay your dirty. trades-peo- 
| D 5 1 


— ” pn > —_ — 
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ple before our oro neceſſities were ſu p- 


— 


He whiſtled, to lull his conſcience, ra- 


ther than brave its checks, by confirming 


the untruth he had advanced. 


„ Surely it was mightily in. jodged,“ 


purſued ſhe; but, as five hundred is 


ſaved out of the wreck, let me have two 
hundred and fifty, which, with good ma- 
nagement, and the new credit we muft have 
gained by paying theſe people, may enable 


us to be decent, though not magnificent. 


4 


ou are enough to provoke the- pa- 
tience of Job,” thundered out the Baronet, 


have I not told you I muſt pay back the 


whole ſam to Curry—it was he that bar- 


gained for my eftate—and I know but one 


. Way,to raiſe it— 9% have jewels, madam, 


and / have debts, are you. willing to part 
with 


— 
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* 


with the one that the n may be re- 
deemed? T1 1 | 


„ Willing!” cried her ladyſhip, hefi- _ 
tating, and pauſing as ſhe ſpoke, ** Will 
ing! Ves, to be ſure; I am perfectly will- 
ing to oblige you in any thing—that is to 
fay, in any thing within my reach - but 
what you propoſe is impoſlible; for indeed, 
my dear, you have been ſo negligent i in the 
payment of my pin- money, that my jewels 
are long ago a/ converted into paſte /==Nay, 
don't fret about it (for now. his rage was no 
longer to be reſtrained, and he ſtamped 
with the fury of a madman). I think my- 
fell as well dreſſed in the hadow- as in the 
Jubftance,” continued:ſhe; and was proceed- 
ing with her uſual volubility, When the 
door ſuddenly flew. open, and in bounced 
their fon Arthur, leading a handſome, 
lively, bold- looking young woman, hom 
LO Meworth rated W her expanded 
ee ; 


— AA CU on ogy 
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arms, with an exclamation of joyful ſur- 
priſe, by the ſtile and title of her —_ 
dear Lady Ann Octord ! 2668 


« My dear Lady Ann ps was alſo repeat- 


ed by Sir Frederick with equal cordiality, 


whilſt her ladyſhip only replied to- theſe 


| ſpontaneous marks of fondneſs by a loud 


laugh, in which ſhe was joined by Arthur, 
who, as ſoon as he could articulate, won- 
derfully aſtoniſhed; them, by prefenting 
their unexpected viſitor, not as Lady Ann 
Orford, but as Lady Ann Iſleworth. 


« Indeed?” ſaid ſhe, ſeeing ber new 
papa and mama with a flag of incredulity, 


| hoiſted on their countenances, © inceed. 
what the zuretch tells you is too true! Do 


you know, that inſtead of running at New- 


market, he came to the Hilderneſs to run 


away with me, whether I would or no.— 


We 1. actually been before the black- 
faith, 
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ſmith, who put on our fetters ſo tight, that, 
heaven help us! 1 fear we ſhall find it hard. 
to get rid of them.“ 


This decided declaration on the lady's 
part diſtanced every doubt ; Sir Frederick 
and Lady Iſleworth: renewed their carefles 
E their endearments were in proportion to 
the acres of this reputed heirefs. And now- 
the old aunt the Weſtmoreland eſtate 
the thouſand pounds the falſe: jewels— 
with all their other various crofles, vaniſhed: 
before the ſplendid alliance of their ſon Ar- 
thur, whoſe real ſituation we ſhall Tg 755 
in the next chapter. 3 | 
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CHAP. IX. 
INTREPID LOVE. 


rio ISLEWORTH was a chip: 
of the old block; he knew every 
body but himſelf, and loved every thing; 
that did »o7. promote his intereſt ;. he in- 
herited all the ſenſe of his father, with all 
the propenſities of his mother, yet had never 
been.remarked for his alents or his fru- 
gality- but for a handſome pair of eyes and 
regular features he had pretenſions not to 
be diſputed; theſe procured him a ready 
paſſport into the hearts of almoſt every fe- 
male who looked on the dangerous creature; 
a preſumptuous experiment! which, if the 


Scandalous Chronicle can be credited, has 


coſt a dozen of them, at leaſt, the trifl- 
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ing price of their whale: little ſtock of 
baſins 


Lady Ann Orford, the only child of 


Lord Benvour, did not gaze on the charms | 


of Arthur with impunity : ſhe had ſeen him 


three times, and danced with him once. 
The flame which was lighted in theſe tran-- 


fient interviews nothing but matrimony: 
could quench. _ EN | oe eee 


At firſt he appeared inſenſible to the ad- 
vantage of his conqueſt, and would pro- 


bably have continued ſo to the: end of time, 
his attention being divided by a multipli- 
city of beauties contending for his notice, 
but for the lady's ozwn ingenuity, who ſoon: 


got acquainted with his mother. Now 


whatever faults may be laid to the preſent 


times, that of maiden ſhyneſs is not to he 


numbered amongſt them: ſo the love· ſick 
dame of quality let her new friend into the 
affairs of her by and | Lady.Ieworth far: | 


1 3 rh, 214 the 


Ul 
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the connection in a mi ichty firoarablo point 


of VIEW. 


; With — at laſt ſhe beat it 
into the head of her darling ſon, that he 


could not do better than offer himſelf to. - 


Lady Ann's acceptance. The ſacrifice was 
accordingly made, with more archneſs than« 
ardour ; and een with more readineſs. 


than delicacy. 


n d 0 Lord Benbeur 


with propofals: but Lord Benvour had. 


ather views for bis daughter, and gave the 
Baronet's application a. decided negative. 


Hard words paſſed between them; they 


parted in all the bitterneſs of wrath. 


The next day Lady Ann was forcibly 
taken to the country, and her ſapient lover 


thought no more of the matter. Not fo. 


her antriguing ladyſbip: a tender billet 
— his hands in a few days after her 
ſecluſion, 


\ 
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ſecluſion, inviting his attendance in the 


neighbourhood of her father's houſe, from 
whence ſhe would find a way, ſhe aſſured 


him, to make her elopement, in defiance 
oſ a bolts, and duennas. hs 


He obeyed the ſummons, having no- 


thing elſe to do on the day ſhe propoſed 


meeting him. Accordingly he fet out for 
the Wilderneſs ; but did not let his family 
into the ſecret, merely that they might not 
laugh at him, if his ſcheme of carrying off 
the lady ſhould prove -unſucceſsful ; he 


therefore made them believe he was going 


to viſit his u, which he Had ſent to-New- 


market, to be ready for the next week's 
ſport. 


Having once embarked, he made ſuch 


diſpatch, that at the end of eight days we: 


ſee him returned to the arms of his tragſ- 


* . with an additional. rib. ta- 


— 
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thoſe with which nature had provided him. 
So now let us leave them, exulting in 
their new acquired felicity, and take up- 
ſome other branches of this wonder pine: 
but not. /. ſugular _ 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. x. 
 CLARISSA ISLEWORTH. 


LARISSA's appearance e this un- 
| certain world, which ſome think a 
very charming one, -whillt others call it a 
vale of miſery and ſhadows, was announced 
eleven months after the firſt, exhibition of 
her brother Arthur. Mr. Curry had taken 
upon him to anſwer for her at the holy 
font, that ſhe mould be taught che Lords 
prayer and ten commandments, like other | 
Chriſtian children; but finding, at the age 
of ſix years, that ſhe could not repeat a 
word of either, he was a man of too much 
honour to renounce the duties for which 
he had made himſelf reſponſible; and at 
the joint requeſt of his amiable, wife, the 
| Ong "_ Was es conũgned to their 
* | charge, 


{ 
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charge, becauſe ſhe ſhould be out of the 
Way, and becauſe. the good people to whom 
ſhe was intruſted had no children of their 


own; ſo that even the wiſdom of Sir Fre- 


derick and Lady Iſleworth was ſufficient to 


' 4nſtru& them that no body carries their 


riches with them to another world, and 
That ſome 1 muſt n them in this, 


Placed under the * of her new 
eration, Miſs Iſleworth made rapid pro- 
greſs, not only in Chriſtian but all other 
knowledge ; and at thirteen we may ven- 
ture to pronounce her a very amiable, a a 


very beautiful, and a very accompliſhed 
girl. When fhe had attained this critical 
period, Mrs. Carry was called upon to 


render up the volume of her life, on the 


pages of which were written the actions of 
Forty years, in characters ſo pure from ſtains, 


fo glowing with charity in all its figurative 
Jovelineſs, as can leave no doubts on the 


een * che reader, but that her accounts 


wWwiere 
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were paſſed with applauſe at the bar of 
heaven. 


1 


It would be ſuperfluous to ſay, that the 
filial endearments of a child ſo engaging 


as Clariſſa had very much intereſted tine 


heart and affections of Mr. Curry; he had 
aſſiſted to cultivate the flowers of her mind, 

and to eradicate, as much as lay within the 
compaſs of his ſkill, the pernicious weeds 
of conſtitutional foibles. But nature is 2 
cunning gardener; her ſeeds of original 
fin ſhe ſows deep, and their roots are ftub- 
born. Amongſt all the good qualities of 
his young charge, this plain worthy man 
could not fail to perceive a little daſh of 
coquetry, and a great paſſion for ſhew, At 
theſe evils he had been tugging ſeven years, 
tearing them up by the PR ot 
ing the root in —_— 


* 


l the dank of Mrs. Quinn Sir Foe 
| Yerick and Lady Ifleworth came to re- 
F | . 8 | < claim 


, 
[ 
i 
1 
1 
: 
N 


to loſe!” pe tf 2h 
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| claim their daughter: the generous guar. 
dian wept with agony to part with his 


darling, but could find no pretence for 


detaining her, having no longer. a female 


inſpectreſs to direct her conduct. So great 


was his ſorrow, that when he ſaw the car- 
riage which conveyed her from him turn 


from the door, and felt his cheeks yet wet 
with her tears, he cried out, claſping his 


hands together, A/ that I loved in life is 


taken from me, and I have nothing more 


. % * 


Alter the firſt burſt of grief had ſubſided, 
Which the-grateful heart of Clarifla natu- 


rally experienced, on being finally ſepa- 


rated from thoſe indulgent friends who, 


for ſo many years, ſeemed only to exiſt 
in her pleaſures, happineſs, and improve- 


ment, ſhe began to conſider her parents 


in a more favourable light than ſhe ar 


Gaſt beheld chem; the thought ber father 
very good. bumoured, and her mother 


2 25 one 


— 


PASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 78 


one of the fineſt drefſed ladies ww lad 
ever ſeen. 


Whilſt under the care of Mr. and Mrs. 
Curry ſhe ſaw them but ſeldom, and then 
only in diſhabile, at one or other of their | 
houſes; but on the day when they came 


to fetch her away to reſide with them, they 
appeared with all the W that riches & 


could alex. | 


"They were bound that evening firſt "hr 
the opera, and afterwards to ſup at Lady 
Harford's, and from thence to the maſque- 
rade in a ſelect party of gipſeys, whoſe 
habits e them at the houſe of 58 | 
ladyſhip. . 


Lady Itewotth gave notice to Mr. c 
of her intentions to call for his beloved 
charge at ten, and to treat her with a peep 
at che opera, that ſhe might not be _— | 
Ok hb... E e 


 _- , . = 
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to death with melancholy on her change 
of babitation. 


* You are a lovely creature, my dear,” 
ſaid this ſenſible mother, as ſhe far gazing 
on Clarifſi's cherub face, who was placed 
oppoſite to her in the carriage, you are 
indeed a very charming girl! alt; you 
Kink ſo, Sir F rederick ie: 


2 She will do very well,” bed the 
Baronet, with more admiration in the ex- 
preſſion of his countenance than there ap- 
peared to be approbation in his words, 
<« and if (he holds up her head, and for- 
gets every thing but her obedience to , 
Ve ſhall have no reaſun to be aſhamed of 
her.“ | 


Clarifſ? 8 little heart bounded with joy at 
theſe, and many other proofs of her parents“ 
folly, conſidered by her as tokens * of 

their 
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their fondneſs ; and when ſhe lightly fol- 
lowed the footſteps of her mother into the 
opera-houſe, which happened to be ex- 
ceedingly crowded, every eye was fixed on 

the ICY figure before them. 3 5 


A „ youth; 5 bad We dis: 
poſt in the pit vis-4-vis to Lady Ileworth's 
box, cried out to an elderly gentleman 
who-ſat next him, © What a phenomenon! - 
Modeſty has united with vivacity, and ſen» 
ſibility joined itſelf to inne grace, in 
e chat nee creature.” 


Navy more 1 . in from differ- 
ent quarters, reached the ears of the de- 
| lighted beauty, and increaſed the anima- 
tion of thoſe delicate bluſhes which: Were 
before . becoming. 


mT he 3 or Sir b 3 3 | 


Lady Ifleworth at the univerſal gaze their Et 


r attracted, produced, before one 
| E 5 DD 


— 
— 


! 
: 
| 
_ - 


- 


my orn. 


» 
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\ 


act of the piece was over, with dei aſuat 
ſagacity, this determination, that, young 
as ſhe was, the beautiful creature ſnould be 
preſented the following winter; becauſe, 


they obſerved, ſhe never could alter for the 


better, but muſt change for the worſe. Be- 


ſides, they foreſaw about that time there 


would be a plentiful harveſt of young heirs 
who niuſt be provided for, and theſe girls 
who are not early in the field can have no 
chance of reaping to their Re 


This was Lady Iſleworth's i, 75 
But, why do I ſay ſo? I ſhould never for- 
give the reader who could ſu * it to be 


\ 


Cu, though but thirteen, anticipated 
in her growth the appearance of ſixteen: 
her face and form, had they been moulded 
in wax, would have crowned the artiſt 
with immortal glory, as well for exactitude 


of proportion as W of colouring. 
Her 
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Her drefs; this evening of her firſt and „ 


a exhibition on the ſtage of the world, 
was a frock of clear muſlin, ſetting off 
her figure to the beſt advantage; a black 
faſh, worn in commemoration of the afflict- 
ing accident by which ſhe was ſeparated. 
from the friends of her infancy, incircled 
her ſlender waiſt; her ſnowy boſom, ſhaded 
only by a lawn tucker, often heaved the 
ſigh of recollection to that melancholy 
event; nor could the magic of adulation 
repreſs the ſame ſentiment from ſometimes 
clouding her illumined countenance witly - 
momentary ſadneſs, which, inſtead of de 
facing a ſingle charm, gave to its expreſ- 
fion all the graces of variety: ſhe wore no 
ornament on her head, except what nature 
had beſtowed, whoſe bounty might be 
called prodigality—ſo. unſparingly did ſne 
laviſh the fineſt aubura treſſes in the world 


that they fell below the waiſt in wild pro- 


fuſion, and in part concealed a 1 


e in ſymmetry, unrivalled” in 
| Hy: aire 
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whiteneſs z all the 2 virtues revelled 
in her ſoft blue eyes; and envy herſelf, 
had ſhe ever been known to ſpeak truth, 
might have acknowledged, that every par- 
ticular feature had its commiſſion for the 
: deſtruftion of mankind, | | 


- 


f tide the end 0 the ſecond act, in the 
middle of a pathetic ſong, once the fa- 
vourite of Mrs. Curry, Clariſſa, over- 
powered by the tender feelings of retro- 
ſpection, and too young to know any thing 
of that faſhionable fortitude which is a de- 
clared enemy to all ſorts of grief, but what 
may owe its ſource to the deſertion of a 
lover or the death of a lap- dog, felt in- 
clined to ſhed tears, and ſhed them ſo 
freely, that her mortified parents hurried 
ber out of the houſe, covered with con- 
fuſion at her childiſh. behaviour. She. 
ought to have known better,” remarked 
Lady Iſleworth; it is entirely owing to 
theſe me people, who have brought her 
E up; 
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up, and beat ſentiment into her bead un- a 
mixed with eee 7 rotary 


At * 3 of we father 8 bude the 
poor diſgraced girl was bid to go to the 
nurſery, from which ſhe would no more be 
taken till ſhe knew how to conduct SET 
in 1 the Ton 1 faſnion. 8 , 


? 
1 < 


Madame — 0 the French governeſs. 


being ſummoned, Clariſſa was committed 


to her care, who conducted her to an apart · 
ment known by che appellation of the lecture 
room, becauſe it was here that every child 
in che family rode their own hobby- horſe, 
taking their lectures, as they did their 
ſweetmeats, juſt as inclination directed, by 
which means they were not very — to 
be N Ache. HH: 
FY their way to * ſcholaſtic repoſitory, ; 
Madame Finette was aſked by Clariffa how 
long her brothers and ſiſters had been in 


E 4. | bed? 
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bed ? for, be it here mentioned, there had 

tumbled into this ill- conducted houſe no 

leſs than ſix younger children, who were 

all deſtined to ſcramble for education and 
N fortunes as well as 80 could. 


1 ſhould ppoſe;”. fad Miſs Ifle- - 
worth, at ſo late an hour I can have no 
N of ſceing them to-night r FEE 
* You will ſee them this moment,” re- 

- tend the governeſs, © for your ſiſter Ma- 

tilda has a cold and fever, and your mama 

indulges all the reſt to fit by her bed · ide 
till twelve, and amuſe the Done child with 

2 or: at cards. 55 


9 Clariſſa lifted up hat eyes, but aid no- 
thing, though perhaps ſhe was drawing 
a filent compariſon between her real and 


adopted mothers'“ management of . : 


people. 


They 


: —_— 
Ll » 
bd % 


; 


y 
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They ot from the Shak room into 


the ſick chamber, where the little invalid, e 


with a handkerchief bound round her fore- 
head, lay ſtretched on the bed, with all her 


cCloaths on, becauſe ſhe did not chuſe they 
ſhould be taken off till her companions 
were put to reſt alſo. | Clariſſa, having 
fondly received and returned their careſſes,. 
very ſoon prevailed on the diminutive party 


to retire : ſhe continued half an hour at 
the ſide of Matilda's pillow, then left it for 


her own, firſt ſubmitting to the cuſtom i in 


which ſhe had been trained, of thankful- 
neſs to her Creator for paſt, and imploring 2h 


his future bratection. 


* 
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char. Xi. . 


5 2 * „ o wen 1 7 
— 5 1 8 , J , F 


KO3Bs HAVE THEIR "OT AND vin 
runs navn THEIR. SHADOWS: to 


| { - 4 * \ ” 
' 14 , D 
* 


V Vu HAT were cue. foidles? 


4 [Foo oY a hs of ning i 
es little inclination. to take the 

Trouble of thinking—a 706 great deſire to 

create admiration—and à difpofition, 100 

much addicted to what is commonly ſtiled 
romantic, but to which, with permiſſion, 
I would give a ſofter epithet ; 1 would call 

- If the effufion of tenderneſs, at leaſt when 

| ſpringing from a mind ſo well-difpoſed as i 
Miſs Iſleworth's. We know of no other h 
= | h - | { 
foibles; and theſe certainly are dangerous 

1 enough to a young woman, dragged into 

| | the. 3 before 0 can poſſibly have 
| . 3 formed 


\ 
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formed any idea of the beings which com- 
pole it; and if theſe errors of nature ripen- 
ed to greater perfection in the hot-bed ;of, 
diſſipation than they would have arrived at 
under the careful eye of her late guardians, 
we may be grieved but muſt not .be N 
rie at their progreſs. 

Sir Frederick and' Lady Iurvonh 8 
e weeks: ſaw no more of their eldeſt 
daughter, after having ſecured. her under 


.., ot paternal roof; becaule, on the ſelf ſame 


evening, they formed a party of pleaſure; 

for the Ifle of Wight, and ſer off the next 
morning without thinking on Clariſſa, or 
enquiring what was become of the poor 
little complaining Matilda, but left them 
both, with the reſt. of their infant troop, to 

repoſe for ſafety on Providence and. the: x 
houſehold e 1 


There are bu ein e tlie: 
wan imagination, when the ea lel- 
. ſons 
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ſons of wiſdom, however deeply implanted, 
may be forgotten, but it is ſeldom that they 
can be entirely eradicated, unleſs the head 
and heart ſhould happen to be at irrecon- 
cilable variance with reaſon and goodneſs. a 
Had Mr. Curry ſeen Clariſſa enter 
the opera-houſe—beheld with what eager- 
neſs ſhe caught the flying ſounds of en- 
circting admiration—witneſſed the tranf- 
ports that fluſhed her cheeks and fparkled 
Her eyes, he would have cried out, The 
Foundation I have laid is ſhaken, and the 
whole edifice muſt fall io the ground!” 


© Yet the following day, had he contem- 
Plated herin the act of conveying thoſe in- 
| 1 ſtructions to others which ſhe had learned 

from himſelf— had he feen her in the nur- 
ſery, furrounded by her liſping brothers and 
ſiſters, hearing them read their catechiſms, 
and teaching them to fay their prayers, 
which, * a new exerciſe, ſeemed to de- 

| light 
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tight them as much as any other novelty; 
Shad he heard her preaching to them the 
pleaſures of application and the diſgrace of 
 tdlenefs, —then would he have rejoiced in 
| his amiable pupil—then would he have ex- 

claimed, © This good girl never can be ſe- 

duced by 125 1 wh —_— 8 75 


Wien at eB of Clariſſa, and the 
little brood of untaught urchins who claim- 
ed her cares and divided her affe&ions 5 
we now turn back to a breakfaſt ſcene, _ 
ſucceeding that day when Arthur, by bring- 
ing an unportioned wife into the family, 
ſeemed to'have completed 1 its e ; 5 3 


2 . were aſfembled ed the table of 
this elegant repaſt, oſtentatiouſſy decorated 
by plate unclean and china ill paired, Sir 


Frederick Iſleworth, with a doubting coun- 


tenance, in which ſatisfaction would have 


ſhone predominant, had' chere been no dif 


ference whether a man married a wife with 


1 
* A 1 
” _ — * : 
— 
| . , " 7 
o F * 0 * 
- 


86 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


or without the conſent of her father; Lady 
Heworth, happy, becauſe her happineſs 
Vas unalloyed by reflection — ſupremelß 
happy that ſhe could addreſs a daughter- 
in-law by the high-ſounding titles of Lady 
Ann, and your Ladyſhip the bride- 
groom, paying little attention to any body, 
or any thing, except himſelf, his tea, his 
bread, and his butter; — the bride, highly 
rouged, trying not to look confident; whilſt 
Clariſſa, like modeſty perſonified, but pale 
and dejectd, cloſed the family circle. 


Arthur,“ ſaid Sir Frederick, in a tone 
half pleaſed half ſerious, the honour this 
lady has done us, by uniting herſelf to our 
houſe, muſt make us active to deſerve it.” - 


« Damn the tea! cried: Arthur, who: | 
had burnt his mouth at the beginning of 
his father's flowery conception: Clarifſa;. 
why did you give it me fo confounded: 


« It 
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you good or what will do you harm 5 


- 


of 
4 2 are e of age to Som s will 45 7 


. That i is as it may . ! 5 


| be, ſulkily; 3 and, pouring out the tea into 
has OE he manned filent. TR. | 


_” „ Pob! e a 1 child. vo — 5 


5 aid his mother, fondly tapping his cheek, Es 


« I hope Lady Ann will not i you 
as I have done.” 


. 


60 « Indeed; Baden 1 halt never rs 


ger his bumour by any ſach trials,” ſhe re- 
plied, “ for it 5a, and ever will be Wx 
opinion, that men were formed to be our © 


* 


flaves, and not our ene, 1 —_— | 


Arthur 1 | 


90 


py” No, by — zeplied be, C 2s 


Fight or wrong, the poke is os and we 
n Ele 


8 * * 
* * 
6 * * 2 
757 ; 
I # & + VP > ſ ; 
* - 
- 4 - 
— 
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The thread of Sir Frederick's fine ſpun 

3 compliment had heen ken cs ; 
upon this occaſion to reunite it. 

ee Make the beſt of it!“ he repeated. 

& Why ſurely, Arthur, ſuch a fate as your's 
can ſtand in no need of philoſophy, unleſs. 
it be to teach you moderation, in ſupporting 
your felicity in being huſband to the beau- 
tiful denghter and 12 heireſs of Lord * | 
your.” 


wa 


They both burſt into a loud laugh. 
„Oh, Lord!” cried Lady Ann, my 
beauty may ſtand the teſt; but, as to my 
money, I poſitively never expect a ſingle 
ſhilling from my father! he is one of the 
moſt unreaſonable o Quizes you ever met 
with: here | am, and you muſt do with 
me as ow can.” 


Well, my dear,“ replyed Lady Ille- 
worth, delighting in the wit of her new 
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1 


reli « we thall with pleaſure provide 5 
you an eſtabliſhment not unworthy your 5 
birth and accom pb ſhments.” 


-. Frederick e OE whiſtled—= _ 

Lady Ann ſmiled—and Clariſſa bluſhed, 
from a conſciouſneſs, no doubt, of her mo- 
ther's total inability to perform, even in 
eu wagt ſhe had Promiſed ſo e | 


(2: SY 4 have you. 105 15 
Ann,“ aſked Sir Frederick, « written to 
my Lord on the ſubject of your marriage; 
it has now taken place fix days, and I 
ſhould hope you have not negated ſo ne» 
coflary, | a duty.” 5 


ox 0 mo” 1 her ladyſhip, «we 
have wed, I affure you.“ : 


46 Well, and what does he r aſked 1 5 
the Baronet, eagerly, | Fo 


„Oh! 
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* Oh 15 cried e unembarraſſed iy. 


ſhip, ©* zhat queſtion has put me in mind 
of the moſt comical ftory you ever heard 
in your life ; befides, it is ſo applicable, you 
muſt allow me to repeat it: An old nurſe, 
dandling on her knee a poor little ſqualling 


brat juſt popped into the world, aſked it a 
thouſand nonſenſical queſtions, among the 


reſt, what they had given it to eat? The 


babe of courſe ſaid nothing. So ſome wit 


ſent it about for a miracle, that when nurſe 
aſked the queſtion, the child anſwered No- 
thing at all. Now, you cannot think how 
many fools I have made on the foundation 
of this jeſt ; but I only tell it you as being 
exactly my father's anſwer to the mourn- 


ful ditty of repentance, duty, and all har, 


which Arthur and I ſent him, as ſoon as the 
blackſmith parſon had converted two idiots 
into one fool!“ 


1 2 


The flory ws ended with a violent 
8 fi ot a Wy Iſleworth. again de- 7 


clared 


[re 
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clared her approbation of Lady Ann's ta- 
tents for humour; and indeed it was the 
only quarter through which it was poftble 
ſhe could receive applauſe: Sir Frederick 
was ſtruck dumb: Mr. Iſle worth con- 


tinued looking at ſome memorandums he 


had noted down on a Newmarket: calen- 
dar, of courſe did not attend either to the 
tale or to the relater. As to Clariſſa, her 
eyes were fixed on her father, with that 
pity- moving expreſſion as if ſhe would have 
ſaid, © Alas! Sir, I am ſure you are un- 
happy.” 4 . . F 
Lady Iſleworth, held every "favs but 
her own and Lady Ann's dreſſed in the 
unbecoming mode of conſideration, be- 
gan to complain of the diſagreeable effects 
which the diſappointment of Lady Brid- 
get's revival to life had left on her ſpirits ; 
and begged, if her huſband did not deſire 
to ſee her again reduced to the ſame ex- 
Wipes. from which ſhe had ſo lately re- 
0 SR covered, 
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q | D covered, all ſerious ſubjects might at preſent 
4 be diſmiſſed; beſides, F muſt go,” ſaid 
ſhe, to M vo, my upholſterer, and or- 
= - der: furniture for Lady Ann Ifleworth's 


apartment : indeed I am petrified with 
| fhame that ſhe ſhould have - paſſed the 
| | - mightina place ſo ill fitted for her vb 
ö tion.“ . 5 


* 


— — —— — 
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« 


ae or IMAGINATION.” 0 10% 
ESIDES PR certain ee ilch 
this houſe of faſnion enjoyed, by en- 

grafting a noble branch on the ſtock of their 


own gentility, there were other honours,. a 


other emoluments, not quite ſo certain, but 


which afforded, in contemplation,” ent 1 


deal of e for FOE to build: ON. 


The imagination of i fuch pro · ; 
jectors as Sir Frederick and Lady Iſle- 
worth, may be compared to a ſhallow) 


ſtream, on whoſe boſom is continually:  - 


floating a ſucceſſion of green leaves, gol- 
den- coloured ſtraws, and ſilver· coloured 
feathers, which Cheat the eyes of a fool, 

but 
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but engages not the attention of a wile 


man, 


Years had this contriving pair been plan- 
ing matches for Clariſſa, which ſomething 
or other always happened to interrupt. As 
to the young lady herſelf, who, as ſhe grew 
in ſtature, beauty, and ſweetneſs, became 


the idol of all the young men about town— 
10 ber neither their parents or guardians 


could have framed any reaſonable objection; 


but there was a fatal rock, not to be hid 
from the eyes of any body le blind than 
a man whom love has effectually hood- 


winked; and ſuch objects are ſeldom let 
to wander alone; ſome experienced guide 


generally attends their footſteps, to point 


out the ſhoals and quickſands of poverty, 
the traces of which it was impoſſible ſhould 


be concealed, by any artifice, from peeping 


out in the ſhattered finances of the Iſle- 
worth ION IE | | 
1 
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Lord Clarence, two winters preceding 
the commencement of my hiſtory, ſaw __ 5 
admired Clariſſa. Many things were i, 
favour of this match, with only one e | ET 
it he was an earl, he was rich, he was in- 
dependent, but he was already married; 
and whether it happened that he did not 
chuſe to adopt the preſent mode of ets! 
gaging one wife to fill the place of another, 
before that other has vacated, or whether _ 
he ſaw in the modeſt mein of Miſs Ifle-' 
worth that any propoſition of the fort would; 
be received with the ſcorn and contempt i: 
would have merited, he refrained from de- 
claring his paſſion ; and, to avoid tempta- 
tion, took his invalid cara ſpefa into the 
country, from whence he no more return - 
ed until he had ſeen his counteſs decently: 
interred ; and whiled away the firſt ſolitary” 
months of widowhood, not in ſhedding 
hypocritical . tears over her aſhes, but in 
counting the weeks, the days, the hours, 
when wich propriety he might go back to 
town 
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town and offer himſelf to the acceptance of 
Clariſſa, whoſe lovely image accompanied 
his ikngeron in all 1 its GEE e 


1 would be too rich to ſay he came, | 
he ſaw, he conquered ; yet he did come, he 
did fee, K but the Mae remained doubt- | 


ful. 


: By Sir F rederick and Lady Iſleworth his 


 Terdſhip was received as a bleſſing leaſt ex- 
peed, and at a time the moſt acceptable; 


not that he had opened the fiege 1 in form; 


however, it muſt be confeſſed, he was ſet 


down before the citadel, with ſuch an army 
of ſighs, ogles, and attentions, as to much 
tefs critical obſervers would fully have ex- 
plained the nature of his viſits to Portman 


| Square. 


- Clarif herſelf was he laſt to underſtand 


7 what was his real meaning; but, when her 
mother: pulled the * from her eyes 


* 1 with 


— 
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with ach indifference had bound them— 
when ſhe could no longer plead ignorance 
of Lord Clarence's partiality, without call · 
ing in queſtion the veracity of her parents, | 
who a hundred times a day congratulated 


her on the certainty of an eſtabliſhment, _ | 


brilliant, even beyond their hopes—tohen 
ſhe conſidered their perſeverance in any 
| ſcheme of aggrandizement, and the warmth 
of his lordſhip's purſuit, ſhe trembled at 
her own ſituation, and her heart fickened 5 
with. ſadneſs, bordering on deſpair. 1 


At the period when Archer Sd 

Lady Ann Iſleworth to his family, poor 
Clariſſa was deprived of the only real 
friend ſhe could be ſaid ever to have . 
ſeſſed. 


1 Mr. HOY affection for his adopted | 
daughter continued lively and fervent as 
in the days of her childhood. On her 


part, though every one of her thoughts, or | 


,.FOL, 1. 4 perhaps 
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= perhaps of her actions, as ſhe failed down 
8 | the ſtream of diſſipation, ſignet-like, on the 
feathers of her mother ſwan, may no! have 
been ſo irreproachable as to make her un- 
featful of his cenſure, lay them unreſervedly 
before him, yer there were few exceptions 
on Which ſhe did not conſult his judg- 
ment and follow his counſel, particularly 
when beginning to fear the approaches of 
Lord Clarence. Ah! with what ſpeed would 
ſhe have flown to huſh her throbbing ap- 
prehenſions in his fatherly tenderneſs, to 
have aſked his advice, and to have followed 
his dir efttons, if an inſuperable bar had not 
already ariſen to ſeparate her from that one 
only but certain ſource of conſolation. 


. — 


Mr. Curry's viſits for many years were 
frequent and well received in Portman- 
ſquare ; but, about fix months before death 
had releaſed Lord Clarence from the pains . 

and penalties of wedlock, it fo happened | 


that the guardian father of Mils Iſleworth 
called 
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called at "he houſe, ha; none of this fa 5 
; mily were viſible but Clariſſa herſelf. 2 


He fag her janguid, deprefied, Andi. 1 


litated the wreck of beauty,: and the mar- 
Ye of diffipation ! 


Looking at her with an air of tender 
compaſſion, he ſhook his head, and aſked . 
the cauſe of her faded complexion, her 
heavy eyes, and irritated nerves; for, as 
ſhe preſented her hand to his touch, it 
ſeemed to tremble with the uy of four- 
ſcore. 8 
--Clatiflacandidly confeſſed, that in obey. 
ing the commands of her mother ſhe had 


made a facrifice of no leſs than her whale = { 


ſtock of health and ſpirits : * I have not 

ſaid ſhe, © been in bed for many "gs! 1 Oe 
I bave not laid down my pooraching head 
on the pillow of reſt before you hour 0 = 
wing. ad. „ 


o 
FN 


\ 
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- :He heard, he pitied, he loved, and hs ; 
hoped to ſerve her, by uſing his influence 
with Lady Ifleworth to eaſe her daughter 
from ſome of thoſe - labours with which 
pleaſure taxes her votaries, when they miſ- | 
uſe her ſervice, by making it a toil inſtead 
of relaxation. 


5 The 82 old gentleman deferred not 

his eclairciſſement, but ſeized on the firſt 
favourable opportunity to awaken the fears 
of Lady Iſleworth for the fe of her daugh- 
ter; a liberty ſo much. reſented by this 


_ . high-ſpirited woman, that in defiance of 


Intereſt, gratitude, and all other obſtacles, 
ſhe forbade him to intermeddle in Her 
family affairs—hinted, that his future calls 
would be diſpenſed with and, on pain of 
her eternal diſpleaſure, commanded Cla- 
riſſa never more to hold converſe with ſo 
vulgar a ci/, who ought. to confine himſelf 
to his counting-houſe, without preſuming 
to profane, by his aukward preſence, the 
elegant 


wm _* 
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elegant refllicitionts, only calculated for the 

very firſt claſſes people of birth and edu- 
cation! Which imperious interdiction was 
the death · blow of all that remained to Gla. 
riſſa of yea! tranquillity: ſhe: wept—lhe i in · 
e N bot al to no e eee 


238 


— 


- «yu 


Ste e even ee ge- * 
maternal injunction- as à lefler evil than re- 
nouncing the friend who had every claim 
to her filial reſpect, and: more than⸗ filial 
affection; but. that friend loved her too 
ſincerely to ſauction an act of diſobedience, 
however amiable may be the ſource from. 

| whence i it een, 


— 


For ders alone Mr. Curry made no 
ew of the reſentment. which he could net 
ut feel, at an affront ſo. little conſanant: to 
what his conſcious, upright, honeſt heart 
had taught him to expect: all the notice 
1 he took of Lady Iſleworth's impertinence | 
"ENF 5, e F 3 : ; Was 


/ 
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was to obey. her orders, avoid her houſe; 
and, inſtead of ſeeing his favourite Clarifla, 
to content himſelf by thinking of her, with 
now and then making ſuch enquiries about 
her, from their common acquaintance, as 
oftener procured him pain than ſatisfac · 
tion. No body could tell him that Miſs 
Iſle worth looked - well; but every body 
could inform him ſhe was, as uſual, to be 
| ſeen with her mother at all faſhionable 
places of public or private amuſement. 


Such as I have juſt related was the un- 
toward predicament in which ſtood the two 
families of Iſleworth and Curry, when, 
more from neceſſity than choice, Sir Fre- 
derick was forced, by the derangement of 
his affairs, to make a firft . towards 

a reconciliation. 5 


A worthy man vill. never relax in the 


kus of bolpitality, though i it be an enemy | 
. chat 


- 
— 
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that ſeeks the welter of his roof. Nr. 
Curry on this ſcore received the Baronet 
with | ee 


vet would he not Sbaſent to > relinquiſh 
the truſt repoſed in him by the father of 
Lady Ifleworth, becauſe ſuch a compliance 
ill aſſorted with his -notions of rectitude: 
he alſo agreed to become the purchaſer of 


his Weſtmoreland eſtate, at an advanced 


price, and, as we have already ſaid, paid 
down a thoufand pounds depoſit-money, . 
on a ſecond viſit from Sir Frederick to an- 
nounce the deceaſe of his aunt Lady Brid- 

get ; yet, amongſt many proofs of civility, 
nay kindneſs, with which he diſmifſed his 
old acquaintance but new gueſt, he did not 
condeſcend to accept a very preſſing in- 
vitation to renew his viſits in Portman - 
ſquare. 


Speaking, as above, of the thouſand : 
pounds, puts me in mind, that 1 it is time 
Fa REL 


* 


— * - 
_ * 
* 
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we ſhould now g0 back to the breakfaſt- 


room, and ſee how the diſſatisfied party 


diſpoſed of themſelves for the reſt of the 
morning; I mean to be underſtood from 
the hours of three to fix, the more early 


ones being entered on night's calendar, by 


ſuch people of ton who are at the pains to 
calculate time or ſeaſons. 


CHAP. 
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THE HONEY MOON. IN ITS FIRST”, 
| QUARTER... 


ADY ISEEWORTH aroſe in great! 
4 ſtate from the arm- chair next the 


fire; in which ſhe had been ſeated, becauſe - 


Lady Ann had previouſly refuſed to. fill it, 
ſaying, with a laugh, as Sir Frederick. was 
handing her to the poſt, of honour, “that 
ſhe was not yet intitled to have the 280 of = 
hes aner ſo alen conſulted.” oh 


Fe 6 Wi * bell, Clariffa,” hid Fe 1 


. PP. 


TS ther, as ſhe ſtepped forwards to take a furs- 7 15 


* of her oy” in the 


a, ba 


# 


D. 


The bell was e Wee dee. 
and her coach was ordered 4 
F 5. 1 


| 
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' & I ſhall leave Arthur and Clariſſa to 

amuſe - you, my dear Lady Ann,” con- 
tinued ſhe, addreſſing herfelf to the bride, 
« whilſt I go amongſt my friends to an- 
nounce our felicity, and to my trades- 
people, to provide for your accommoda- 
tion.” ; 


« Oh, heavens!” exclaimed Lady Ann, 
. < be merciful and take us with youνfr]! E 
have all poſſible friendſhip for my ſiſter 
Clary; 5 but, to be left behind with only her 
and one's huſband, the idea is inſupport- 
able! How ridiculous Arthur and Eſhould: 
feel ourſelves, if Miſs Iſleworth happens to 
be called away in your abſence, and we 
left alone to all the miſeries of a tete- d- tete! 
No, Madam, vou cannot 1 to be lo 
inhuman.“ | 


- 


„ 7{ * 1 8 
v * Wes „ 1 4 


8 You need not diſturb: my mother" 8 
plans on that account, replied Arthur, 
« for in half an hour E ſhall be off for 
Newmarket, 
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: Newmarket, where I ought to have been 
many days ago :—you ſtopped my courſe 
once, but I'll be d—d if any female in 
Britain ſhall ever again play me the fame 
trick. 15 : 5 85 


„Well, go your own way, incorrigible 3 
Orſon,” ſaid her lively ladyſhip, „and if 
you do but make your pilgrimage decently 
long, I might poſſibly be glad to ſee 708 
again when you cog back.“ 

«As you vleaſe,” cried be. © Good yes“ 
and ran out of the room, whilſt his father 

followed; and, overtaking him in the hall, 

| defired to exchange a few. words with W 

in private. Arthur did not much like the: 
reſtraint thus laid on his ſpeed ; he ſub- 
mitted with an ill graee; they adjourned: 
together, and. Sir F rederick. opened the: 

| buſineſs, © 14 IM 


E6 ea 


— 
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II fear, Sir, you have made a bad hand 
of it,” ſaid he, in taking the daughter 
of Lord Benvour without the conſent of her 
father, who I know to. be a curſed. obſti- : 
nate fellow.“ 


41 fear ſo 100,” replied: the ſon, and 
if there was any cure in. repentance for the 
fn of matrimony, I ſhould certainly adopt 
it. But, Sir, give me leave now to purſue 
my more agreeable engagements: Lord 
Turfover and Jack Bypoſt wait for me at 
Tatterſall's: the curſed: matter you would 
ſpeak upon will take up more time than 
can ſpare. I have bets depending to the 
tune of a thouſand, and I ſhall be thrown 
out of my chance if ade my journey.“ 


Li | 
6 : Neceſſ ity: has no Jaw!” obſerved the 

Baronet, go then, and may fortune ſpeed 

the plough! If you are ſucceſsful, Lcharge 

you ſend me Re expreſs five hundred. 
* 


* 4 . 
"= me & * 
9 — 
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pounds, which-1 have immediate need for, 
to get out of the damn'deſt _ 1 ever | 
EI. X 


n at 
P mY 
* R — 
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185 e om if in my power,” ſaid 
Arthur, and off he went; whilſt Sir Fre- 
derick returned to take up his hat, intend- © 
ing to make a third viſit to Curry; but on 

ſo mortifying an errand, that had it been 
in his own election, he would rather have 
gone a hundred miles any other way. He 
met, as he was going back, Lady Ann; 
dragging Clariſſa towards the billiard- 
room, who had reluctantly conſented to 
divert her ladyſhip, in the abſence of her 
mother, with a game which /he did not 
underſtand, But on which her ſiſter pro— 
teſted fe doted to diſtraction. 


* 


ee being! 6 once TY — 858 of his . 5 
ther s houſe, litile imagined that any other 
impediment would be thrown in the path 
of his appointment, Let an impediment 
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did ſtart up, which, with all his irengt, 


he could not have jumped over, but that 


he had juſt before repleniſhed his famiſhed 


'- purſe with all that he could be certain to 


touch of Lord Benyour's enviable riches. 


Lady Ann had received from her father's 
ſteward the half of her yearly ſtipend, which 

' amounted to two hundred and fifty guineas, 
the day preceding her elopement ; and, 
poſſeſſed of this ſum, together with a few 
valuable jewels, ſhe turned her back upon 
the Filderneſs. The odd fifty was ſcattered 
in making their way to and from Gretna 

Green, Mr. Ifleworth having indifferently 

provided himſelf with the pofibles for fuch 
an expedition. The round two hundred 


_ © fortunately remained, and were ſtill more 


fortunately repoſing in the pocket of Ar- 
_ _ thur, when the ſure hand of law fell upon 
his ſhoulder, within fight- of the houſe he 

had juſt 2 | 


In 
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In plainer terms, he was arreſted upon 
an action which warranted every ſpecies 
of ſeverity, having contracted a debt of 


ninety- five pounds for a diamond- ring, in 


his minority, which debt, though _— 


of ſome hundreds on coming of Wa 
manfully refuſed to Pay ; 

Right or wrong, he: 9 cradeſ. 
man determined to lay hold of him; and 
the event ſhewed how well he judged the 


matter; for Arthur, who wonld have knock — 


ed the officer down, if he could have turned 
his time to no better account, thus attacked 
in the midſt of his preſſing engagements, 
not only paid the bill, but gave the fellow 
ten pieces of gold to divide between him- 
ſielf and the eoſt of the ſuit; after which he 


happily joined his two friends at Tatter-- 


fall's, took a whet of brandy, drank con- 
gen to law- makers and law- e xecutioners, 


curſed their {Ion for faults they had-not 
| committed. 
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committed, and, in high ſpirits: galloped 
away towards Newmarket, where, if a man 
pays but-at the rate of twenty-ſhillings for 
every pound of fleſh his racers carry on 
their bones, that man is beter off than his 
neighbours. F tt! 


Sir Frederick Iſleworth, without once 
lifring his eyes above the pavement, in{his 
long walk from Portman-ſquare- to New 
Bond- ſtreet, might, in the moments of his 


peregrination, have been miſtaken for a 


man of reflection: indeed, if he ever thought 
in his whole life, this was mini. es {eas 
_ for thinking. 


A thouſand wounds it to 1 F. and 
only half that ſum out of which. i it could 
be refunded !—what to do, and what to 

fay; afforded him, in a poetical phraſe, 
7 food, for conemplations. even to mad. 

nels.” (3-3 tom 13307 


WW 


Buried: 


7 OE | 
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Buried in a ſleep- like reverie, he did not 
ſee many of his acquaintance who met or 
paſſed him, neither did his ploding pace or 
ſtudious features ſerve as a herald to pro- 
claim him'a man of pleaſure, one perſon only 


could diſtinguiſh hat character en all 
its . 


« It is ſurely him Sit is ſurely him!” 
exclaimed a fine looking, woman, with a 
footman walking behind her at a reſpectful 
diſtance, on the oppoſite ſide of the ſtreet, 
to which Sir Frederick was croſſing then 
pauſed, and again cried out, „Les, I 
ſwear it is Sir Frederick himſelf!“ 

Had any accents but thoſe of Mrs. Snug 
annou nced him, in his haſte to get forward, 
he might not have honoured: the exclama- 
tion with any degree of attention; but, 

rouſed by the well-known dulcet voice of 
his TOO! what he thought the moſt happy 
: M6 idea 


[ ; 
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idea his wiſdom ever engendered, made 
him ſpring almoſt into her arms, | beg- 
ging to know, with undeſcribable agita- 
tion, whether ſhe had diſpoſed of the mo- 
| ney he had ſupplied her with the hy be- | 


ſhes ? 


s 
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| cc To be ſure J have!” replied the 92 
4 | fomewhat ſtartled, * but why do y ou en- 
| quire th 


- « Only, my "I creature | if you could 
- grant me the loan of it, ju for eight and 
l forty owes, you will do me a very 8 
ſervice.“ 


| | 
| * And myſelf fingular pleaſure,” replied 
| | _ the ſprightly dame, recovering from her 
ſurpriſe, ** if it war in my power ; but, pray 
remember, that my hu/band”'s neceſſities is 
g finking-fund, that ſwallows up all the 


liches / can gather 9 


The 
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| The diſappointed lover curſed all buf. 
bands, but — her's in particular. How - 
ever, as no time was now to be waſted 
on barren. ſubjects, they made an aſſigna· 


tion to meet n in two days, and ſepa» 


þ 
{SY 
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CHAP. XIV. 


T would be difficult to deſcribe what 


were the feelings of Sir Frederick as 
he approached the merchant's door ; they 
were ſuch as can be only underſtood by a 


proud man, who, in ſtruggling with po- 
verty, loſes what is more valuable to him 


than life itſelf, bis conſequence, bis hau- 


teur, his importance! or, to ſpeak allego- 


rically, one who is forced to lay down his 
coſtly robe of oſtentation, and to cloath 


| nn in the a garb of humility. 


The! knocker trembled i in FER hand—the 
door opened—Mr. Curry was at home— 
and he followed the ſervant into the pre- 
ſence of his maſter, who got up to receive 


gy j 
IX; , | him 
«& £ + b 1 * LI 
* 


h 
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him, with ſo much cordiality in his man- 
ner, ſo much benevolonce in his counte- 
nance, that the Baronet began to take cou- 
rage; and the hearty ſhake of his hand, 
which gave him the welcome he had rea- 
ſon to deſpair of, was returned with equal 
warmth, if not We lincerity., 

« T thank you,” aid the merchant, as 
ſoon as they were ſeated, for this early 
vilit: I fee you fine gentlemen can be 
punctual when buſineſs is to be ſettled, I 
have appointed my lawyer to meet you here 
in half an hour; our bargain will ſoon be 
completed; after which we will go to the 
bank, where I ſhall, make a transfer to you 
of the ſum;agreed on for your Weſtmore- 
land eſtate. Lou are filent,” continued 
he, << perhaps you repent of your bargain ? 
I that ſhould be the caſe, 1 ſball not inaſt + 
on your fulfilling n 


- 


8 
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Sir Frederick was filent, for no other 
reaſon than that he did not know what to 
ſay. The offer of letting him off reſtored 


him to ſpeech ; he ſtarted up—ſtood with 
his back to the fire—looked down on his 
' buckles—took out his ſnuff-box—and, as 


he opened the lid, wy 1 his mouth 


| alſo. 


* 


* My dear 8 ir,“ Ae lifted his dans to 
his noſe “ this is execrable ſnuff 
I have done myſelf the honor, my dear Sir, 


do attend your levee this morning, on the 


moſt deteftable occaſion you can poffibly 


imagine I am ſhocked to tell you, that | 


our agreement muff inen not from any 


caprice of my own,“ —ſuppreflipg an oath, 
* no, my very good friend, I was but too 
happy in your generous proceedings ; but 
a fatal accident has happened fince I ſaw 


you laſt, that makes it N for me to 
* by them.“ 7 


Here 
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> Here he was interrupted—Mr. Curry | 
felt himſelf alarmed leaſt his favourite Cla- 
riſſa might ſome how or other be involved 


- 


in the accident Sir Frederick ſeemed ſo 


truly to lament, and aſked him eagerly” * Ks 


Mile Iſleworth was well? 


| He ſlightly dafwered,; « Yes, very well!“ 
and proceeded to explain the reſurrection 
of Lady Bridget, treating the ſubject with 
more ſorrow than he would have beſtowed 
on the memory of his wife and children, 
had the ſword or peſtilence ſwept them all 
away from the face of the earth; but when, 
with mortified looks, and almoſt with tears 
of contrition, he revealed his incapacity to 
repay the thouſand pounds advanced in 
part of the purchaſe, 1his' was the remark. 
able anſwer he received from the blunt but 
noble minded morchane. 


90 Sir Frederick, you are not only wel- 


come to the money you have ſpent, but 
| alſo 


/ 
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alſo to a ſecond thouſand, on no other ſe- 
curity than your own note, if ſuch a loan 
will be ſerviceable to you.“ 


1 


Do I conſtrue you right, my good 
Sir!” cried the aſtoniſhed Sir Frederick, 
« js it poſſible, my dear Mr. Curry, that 

you ſhould certainly intend me fo capital an 
obligation !—a favour ſo much above my 
hopes, my expectations, my deſerts !' He 
might have continued longer in the ſame 
ſtrain, if my good fir, my dear Mr. Curry, C 

had not laid an embargo on the fluency of 
his expreſſions, by again declaring it was ' 
bis fall intent and meaning to accommodate 

him with the ſum ſpecified, —<* But,” add- 
ed he, © I do net tell you that 1 thall ad- 
vance it unconditionally.“ 
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ae underſtand you,” ſaid the Baronet, 
my ſon hall join in the ſecurity.” 


« ] have 
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© I have already told you, Sir Frede- 
rick,” he replied, ** that I will accept no 
other ſecurity than your own note. But we. 
men of bufineſs never part with our money 
unleſs for 1ntereft or premium Hinteres I 

_ relinquiſh, premium 1 expect,” T 


«© Take it then, for thou art an honeſt - 

fellow!“ cried out the delighted Baronet ; 

« keep back half; give me another five 

kundred, and I will acknowledge myſelf- 
I your debtor for two thouſand! And now, 
my dear friend, let us cloſe the bargain his 
moment, that I may carry the money to 
Lady Iſleworth, who tells me twenty times 
a day that ſhe is in want of a chouſand ne- 
ceſſaries.“ 


« Sir, you mifcomprehend me,” ſaid the 
merchant, calmly, „I have indeed ſigni- 
fied my expectation of a premium, but it 
muſt be of my oron naming; and 1 ſhall 
tell you before hand, I ſhall aſk what is of 

WE EEE. more 
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more value than the two thouſand pounds 
I am 22 to lend you, teu times counted 


over.“ 


Sir Frederick ſtarted, and again applied 
to his ſnuff-box, ſaying coldly, and in a 


tone of diſpleaſure, I _— Miſter 


Curry, I do not underſtand you.” 


Then Sir,” he ad; give me your 


attention for ten minutes, and A hope to 
explain myſelf to your ſatisfaction.“ Sir 


Frederick bowed Atately, and the mercha. Te 


7 proceeded. 


The tale he:told would have intereſted 


any other hearer ;.bu7:Sir Frederick liſtened 


per force, and betrayed no ſymptom of ani- 


mation till it was brought to a concluſion; 


except that turning his face in diſguſt to 


the fire, and biting his nails almoſt to the 


quick, he ſometimes uttered a haſty ſar- 


2 caſm on men who did not know. their own 


minds, 
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minds, and a damn on his own involve- 
ments, which made him ſubſervient to their 
changes. But theſe ſounds of diſcontent 
being only the birth of a whiſper, they aſ- 
cended the chimney, without touching up- 
on the ear of Mr. Curry, whoſe tale, for 


brevity's ſake, I ſhall take leave to curtail. 
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" CHAP. XV. 
ALL Is WELL THAT ENDS WELL» 


HE merchant informed Sir Frede- 
rick, that he had a ſiſter lately ar- 
rived from India, the widow of an officer, 
a man of rank, who for many years enjoyed 
the firſt command at Bengal;—that the 
death of her huſband having broken the. 
ties which held her from her native land, 
ſhe was come back to her family, with a 
ſad heart and ſhattered conſtitution. 
will no longer,” added he, © hold 
out the la:guage of an uſurer; if you do 
me the honour to accept a favour, I ſhall 
do myſelf the pleaſure to ſolicit one of far 
greater conſequence—the company of Miſs 
3 Ijlleworth 


% 
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Iſteworth. hs x few weeks, or as long: a time 


as you can conſent to part with her, 5 


am moſt ambitious to obtain for the be- 
loved ſiſter of whom I have been {; peaking, 


; and to whom I never ſhall be able to pre- 5 


ſent a gift /o precious as ſuch a companion, 
who will have the goodneſs to forward the 

recovery of her health, cheriſh its bi 
dawn, and ſooth her ſorrows.“ 


« And is hs al all that you require: ! 


of me!“ ſaid Sir Frederick, brightening. 
into rapture. Why, at this rate, my good- 
friend, you make me doubly your debtor.- _ 
Clariſſa (hall attend your ſiſter either in 


town or country, as ſoon as ſhe is ready to 


receive her; but how long ſhe may con- 


1 44 


tinue her gueſt it is not in my power to 
ſay—that depends on circumſtances; wo 
have a brilliant eſtabliſhment in view for 
her, the event of which muſt determine: 
the length of her viſit.” | 


63 After 
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Aſterwards the converſation was length- 
ened by Sir Frederick's giving Mr. Curry 
the hiſtory of Arthur's marriage, and ex- 
Phining the nature of his views for Cla- 
Fifla; which being ended, they parted, 
with much good humour on one fide, and 
much joy on the other, the merchant hav- 
ing preſented the Baronet with a ſecond 
bank note. Conſonant to his plans, and 
ſuppreſſing his own impatience, he con- 
| ſented alſo not to call upon him for the 
performance of his promile, till Lady Iſle. 
worth had given herſelf a ball, and Lord 
Clarence an opportunity to declare himſelf 
the lover of Clariſſa, which, Mr. Curry 
archly obſerved, would be killing two ü 
birds with one ſtone. I hardly know how 
to ſay whether he did or did not wiſh ſuc- 
ceſs to the latter part of this family enter- 
priſe; for, though it was very certain he 
was warmly intereſted in the happy eſta- 
bliſhment of Miſs Ifleworth, yet it is alto- 


gether as certain that he had no particular 
POR 
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predile&ion in favour of nobility by es 
lump, nor did he think a peer better or 
wiſer than another man, wn/eſs the. benevo- 


lence of his heart, and the prudence of 


his actions, decidedly gave him the prece- 
dence. a 


Sir Frederick, lightly aps 10 ig E 
homeward, called his thoughts to council 
on a very important queſtion, whether it 
would be wiſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt, to let 
Lady Ifleworth into the tranſaction of the 
morning? or, by {ſmothering the whole af- 
fair, keep poſſeſſion of his newly acquired 
wealth, without being forced to divide it 
on the ſcore of r n exigencies ? If he 
buried in his own breaſt the good- natured 
generoſity of Curry, there could be no 
opening for him to divulge his part of the 
agreement, or to obtain the conſent of her 
lady ſhip that Clariſſa ſhould make good his 
engagement, which, when diſcloſed, he ap- 
prehended would raiſe ſome troubleſome al- 

G 4 tercation 3 
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tercation ;-and, if he was a coward on the 

_ occaſion, moſt married men will be able to 
enter experimentally i into the nature of his 
timidity, 

He pauſed—he reaſoned—he rumina- 
ted; at length, remembering that he had 
an evening appointment for high play, his 
wavering judgment ſettled into ſomething 
like deciſiion; and he reſolved not entirely. | 
to conceal his good fortune, but ſo far to 
temporize with it, as to acknowledge her. 
guardian's politeneſs in not demanding ht 
half of the depofit-money already ſpent; - 
and this he thought a ſufficient communi- 
cation to obtain her concurrence with his 
plans, eſpecially as they had been arranged 
ſo cautiouſly, that Clariſſa's ruſticating 
would by no means interfere with their de- 
figns upon Lord Clarence; © for,” faid he, 
as he purſued his way, talking to himſelf, 
as men of pleaſure ſometimes will do, — 
kor,“ ſaid he, if Lord Clarence does. 

| ; not. 
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not lay hold of the opportunity we give 
him to ſpeak out, he has no ſerious mind 


to the girl; and if he does declare himſelf, b | 5 


he may viſit her in any other place as wen 
as in Fortman- {quare.” 


This was his laſt determination, aa his 


laſt expreſſion, as he ſtopped at his own: ; | 


door, juſt in time to offer his hand to Lady 


| Iſleworth, who was at that moment ep 5 


ping out of her carriage. 


And here T alſo flop to apologiſe for: 
having ſent Arthur to Newmarket, the 


young ladies to the billiard-table, and at- | 
tending Sir Frederick to. the city, without 
having yet endeavoured to trace her lady- 


ſhip's wheels through their various circum-- 


volutions, with this only excuſe to offer for 


ſo palpable an omiſſion, namely; that ne- . 


ver in my life had. a capacity to do or ſay 
more than one thing at a time: but as dili- | 
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gence · is in ſome caſes a remedy for neglect, 
I ſhall now purſue, and try to overtake, 
the ſtraggling moments that have eſcaped 


me,- 


Lady Iflewor:h began this eventful 


morning at the wrong end of buſineſs. 
The firſt call ſhe made was at Mr. Mayo's 


the upholſterer, where ſhe gave orders for 


a ſuit of filk damaſk hangings, ſtate-bed, 


and as many other little neceffaries, for the 


Ul 


accommodation of Lady Ann, as, when 


entered on that faſhionable tradeſman's 


book, would have cut a daſhing figure ; 


to which ſort of daſh her ladyſhip was ſo 
far from raifing objections, that it was 
never her cuſtom to aſk the price of any 
thing, but to order every thing; fuch 
ſcrutinies,“ ſhe would obſerve, © became 


only the vulgar, and, when adopted by 


genteel people, —_ them nearly on @. 


level.” 2 
Wich 
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With a million of charges to have her 
newly -purchaſed articles ſent home as ex- 
peditiouſly as' poſſible, ſhe was tripping 
through the ſhop, when her attention be- 
ing ſuddenly arreſted by a curious chair, 
which ſhe had not taken notice of before, 
ſhe turned back to give it a ſecond look, 
when a ſcreen of equal beauty divided her 
admiration : the temptation was not to be 
reſiſted ; the chairs would be wanted at her 
grand gala—the ſcreens were divine, and 
| the could not do without them; of courſe 
| they were added to her liſt of neceſaries. 


The heads of her horſes were now turned 
towards the city ; but in her way to Par- 
ker's, in Fleet-ſtreet, ſhe ſtopped at many 
other ſhops; and, as far as one can be ſaid 
to buy without laying out money, ſhe 
bought ſilks, flowers,. and IRE to a 
large amount. 


6ͤö; | The 77 
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The laſt object that hung itſelf out to 
catch her notice was ſuſpended from a 
pawn-broker's window—it was a watch 
and chain ſtudded with diamonds. *©* Ah * 
eried ſhe, what a ſweet preſent for Lady 
Ann!” Her eyes ſparkled with the plea- 
fant idea ;—-the. pulled the check, and 
fent one of her tall footmen (for ſhe had 
two behind her carriage) to bring the man 
and the watch that moment before her. 


A little figure, FI like a weaſel than 
a man, obeyed the ſummons. She eagerly 
caught the trinket from his ſhaking hand, 
put it in her pocket, and, bidding the ſer- 
vant give him a card of direction, ordered 

herſelf to be conveyed to Parker's. | 
The diminutive ſeller of ſecond-hand 

finery, gaſping with: agony for the fate of 
his toy, demanded to have it returned, or 
immediate payment of one hundred gui⸗ 


+ > 
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neas, which was the price affixed to it on 


a ſcrap: of paper, but which had patſed by EY 


her ladyſhip's obſervation. 


F dhe the trader would have the Mit 


or the money, ſhe gave him back the for- 


mer, the latter not being in her poſſeſſion, 
and with an air of ſovereign contempt, 


bad him learn how to. treat people of qua- 


ih, whe condeſcended to ſtop at his little 


dirty den of a ſhop. The man only grinned 


a reply, and carried off the diſputed rum 
in triumph. 


It may tire a reader's patience, were we 


to detain him at every door where it was 
the pleaſure of Lady Iſleworth either to- 


get out of her coach or to give her direc- 


tions from within. We will therefore con- 


tent ourſelves with merely ſay ing, that her 


ladyſhip remained ſo long at Parker's in 


chuſing luſtres for her ball room, that when _ | 
e mme 


9 
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ſhe came home and was met at the door 
by Sir Frederick, the firſt bell had given 
notice that a dinner was provided, which, 
all things conſidered, is not to be ſet down 


as one of thoſe common occurrences which 
daily happen in families of itregularity. .- 
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. 
2 * 
5 


CH AP. XVI. 
A NEW CHARACTER, 5 


ORD CLARENCE, the only gueſt 
invited to their table on this me- 

morable day, ruſhed out of his chariot, 
ten minutes after Sir Frederick with the 
' three ladies had fat down at table -was 
preſented to the - bride—paid his compli- 


ments to every body particularized no- 


body —and, with the familiar well-bred 
eaſe of faſnion, threw himſelf into a chair, 
purpoſely placed by he: fide of Miſs Ifle- 
worth. 


Clariſſa turned pale or red at every in- 
fignificant ſentence which, in the courſe of 
a general converſation, he undeſignedly 


addrefled _ 
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 addrefled” to herſelf; but whether theſs- 


ſudden variations of countenance proceed- 
ed from approbation or diſguſt, is a ſecret 
that will be diſeloſed in the future pages of 
this hiſtory. 


Lord Clarence was tall, thin, and far 
from being inelegant — his features not bad, 
and his countenance expreſſive; but that 
expreſſion had more in it of pride, than 
paſſions of any kind, particularly of the 
tender ſort; yet his heart was really occa- 
ſionally ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt, though 
not of the moſt laſting impreſſions ;—his 


manners were unexceptionable, at leaſt they 


were univerſally pleaſing; as, with much 


ſtudy, he had obtained the excluſive pri- 


vilege of adapting them to all conditions of 
man, but more eſpecially of womankind: 
— his general character may be compriſed 


in two ſhort ſentences—by his own ſex he 
was called a damn'd knowing fellow for a 


lord; 


1 M 
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lord ; and by the other, a. dear dangerous 


creature, with whom it was more ſafe to 


truſt their par/es than their hearts. 


1 


His Lordſhip, enquiring for his friend 
Arthur, and being told that a few hours 
before he had taken a trip to Newmarket, 
his large black penetrating eyes caſt a ſide- 
long glance at Lady Ann, as if for the firſt 
time he had thought it worth his while to 
take a ſurvey of her pretenſions to beauty. 
No glance, however fide-long, could paſs 
unnoticed by the perſon to whom it was. 
directed. Too much a woman of ton to be 
troubled with any thing like mauvaiſe honte, 
ſhe caught at the filent expreſſion, and ex- 
plained its meaning, by aſking him, when 
he was a married man, whether he liked to 
be faſtened to his wife's ſide like her watch- 


chain??? e REN 
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His lordſhip, who perbaps was thinking bp 
af ſomething elle, ſtarted, and even co- 
 loured, "6 
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loured, at the abruptneſs of her queſtion; 
but, as the reply was not ſeaſened with an 
equal quantity of atlic ſalt, we ſhall not 


force it on the palate of our readers.” 


Clariſſa engroſſed more of the noble 
- viſitor's attention than ſhe ſeemed to defire, 


or would have received with her uſual po- 


liteneſs, had not the looks of her father and 


mother, which perpetually ſcrutinized the 


a leaſt of her motions, kept her in awful 


ſubmiſſion; the heaving ſigh was ſuppreſſ- 


ed, and the tear that ſtruggled in her eye 
was forbidden to flow; yet, through the 
thickeſt covering ſhe could throw over her 


feelings, a common obſerver might have 


read this inſcription on her countenance— 


My heart is not at eaſe. 


Lady Ann certainly was 'not over and 


above delighted with qe viſible preference 


given to her ſiſter-1n-law, and contrived to 


make herſelf very pleaſant, and the object 


of 
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of ber envy very atvleabae, by turning 
them both into ridicule, declaring, that if 
Arthur Iſleworth had ever ſnewn a mar- 
ed preference to her in public, or even in 
a private circle, ſhe ſhould have hated him 
—ending with a broad laugh at thoſe pru- 
diſh girls (glancing at Clariſſa) who ſet 
up to receive their loyers with all the for- 
mality of a ſchool-miſtreſs, and all the! in- 
ſenſibility of an automaton. | 

Sir F rederick tried 1 to give the converſa- 
tion another turn—talked of the - preſent 
war —of the laſt new opera—of horſe· racing 
—and the bench of biſhops. | 


Lady Iteworth, ſtill paying the 1 
deference to her daughter-in-law, but fear- | 
ing my Lord might be diſpleaſed with her 
ſlippancy, volunteered in the ſervice of 
dividing his attention, and ſtunned her 


| bearers with a confuſed medley of the fa- 
tigues 
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tigues of ſhopping-—the impertinent delays 


of trades-people—the careleſſneſs of coach- 


men the ſtupidity of footmen—of her 


_ own indefatigable labours—of her own pur. 
chaſes—of her own cleverneſs—and, laſt of 


all, of her own intended ball ; which very 


naturally put it into the head of Lord Cla- 
' rence to remind Clariſſa ſhe had promiſed 


to be his partner, adding ſomething very 
tender, but in ſo low a whiſper as made it 
optional whether ſhe- would or would not 


make any ſerious uſe of his profeſſions ; and 
ſhe cholethe latter, pretending not to have 
heard them.. * 


When the ladies withdrew after dinner, 
Miſs Iſleworth, recollecting that ſhe had 


not ſeen her two little ſiſters for. the. whole 


day, ran up to the nurſery, and, in her 
abſence, gave an- opportunity to. her mo- 


ther of diſplaying a great deal of eloquence 


at ber een 


Bitterl: 


LY ot ae oil ad 
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Bitterly did ſhe complain to Lady Ann 
of Clariſſa's late change in perſon, man- 
ners, and humour ; her vehemence alone 


might have convinced even a deaf obſerver - 
how little ſhe was ſatisfied. ' Lady Ann 
wanted neither ears, eyes, or reliſh, for 


ſuch ſpirited railings, when laviſhed on a 
rival beauty, or a dear friend, the conve- 
nient appellation for young ladies who love 


by profeſſion and hate by infint, Every 


fault imputed to the favorite of Lord Cla- 


. rence, ated upon the diſeaſed mind of 


Lady Ann, like Briſtol milk on a con- 
. ive habit of MT." os 


«I can in no manner account for ſo ex- 
traordinary a revolution,” cried Lady Iſle- 


worth, © it is abſolute witchcraft! ' Did 
you ever ſee a complexion ſo faded? Her 
kin: was! ouce remarkably white, and fee ! 
what is it now but chalk ?—abſolute' chalk ! 
Then her e but look at her per- 
| ſon : 
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fon! fix months ago ſhe. was juſt ſuch a 
figure as myſelf, but there is now no vel. 
tige of grace remaining Would you be- 
lieve, Lady Ann, that, with all the autho- 
rity of a mother, I am not able to make 
her dreſs like. o/ber people! or will ſhe be 
perſuaded to put on rouge! —it is impoſ- 
ſible to give you any idea of her obſti- 
: nacy.” ES 


e It is impoſſible,” replied the other, 
fhrugging her ſhoulders, © that any hints 
from your ladyſhi p ſhould make me wiſer 
than I am. I know Clary is ſtubborn— 
and I am ſure ſhe 1 is in love!” 


\ 


wa © love. a then it t muſt be with 2 
Lord Clarence.“ 


With Lord Clarence! no, I will be 
ip.“ 1 


9 ä ce Nay, 
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Nay, Lady Ann, it can be with no 
body elfe, as ſhe &xozws Sir Frederick and 
Lare determined ſhe ſhall _ him * 


ce Lord! my dear Lady Ifteworth, what 
can that ſignify? Remember, 1 foretold that 
ſhe will reject the huſband of your choice, 
and take the man of her ows.” 


The lovely ſubje& of this chit chat that 
moment came into the room, leading in 
each hand a pretty little girl, who for the 
firſt time were preſented to Lady Ann, 

aud graciouſly received; ſhe not only ſa- 
luted them very kindly, but alſo paid them 
the particular compliment of ſaying, ſhe 
hated all children but themſelves. Their 
mother, too, condeſcended to bid them 
hold up their heads; and, telling them, 
when their elder ſiſters had got huſbands it 

would be their turn next, ſent them back 
to their nurſery. 
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Mean time the father of Clariſſa, and 
kis noble gueſt, being left alone, the for- 
mer puſhed about the bottle, as one man 

will do by another when any deſigns are 

formed againſt his purſe or his underſtand- 


Sir Frederick had watched the peer's looks, 
and ſaw his eyes following the ſteps of his 

daughter, as ſhe left the room, with a mix- 
ture of tenderneſs and energy, that gave 
cauſe to hope the preſent opportunity 
would be as well as another to bring him to 
the deſtined confeſſion ; with which view 
he filled bumper after bumper, until he 
thought his 1 the in a HR cue for 
ſounding. 


„ Come, my Lord,“ ſaid he, in a jocoſe 
tone, 1 will give you a ſentiment, which I 
am perſuaded no widower in Britain would 
refuſe to pledge; he drew towards him a 
larger glaſs than he had uſed before, which 
246 he 


- 
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he made to run over, and, taking hold of 


Clarence's hand, he drank— Let all the 
ſingle be married, and let all 40 married be 
„ 


— 


a 12 excellent toaſt!” cried his lord- 


ſhip, © I double your libation !” and at 
one draught ſwallowed down a e Pint bum- 
per of Mages: 02.6” 2 0 : 


All minke tai done well, had the Ba- 


ronet's ſcheme on the ſenſes of his paſſive 
gueſt ended here; but in ſtriving to captivate 


them in toto, he ſurrendered his own. They 


were differently affected, yet both too much 


crippled to enter the walk of buſineſs. 
Sir Frederick became capricious . without 


meaning—the noble Peer, ſilent, without 


| deſign : the former ſtaggered off, with notes 
in his pocket for fifteen hundred pounds, 
to make ſomething or nothing of them, at a 


noted gaming-houſe ;—the latter found his 
rode ts 5: . 
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way to the drawing room, fat down by the 
fide of N and fell aſleep. | 


If he was not before MIT TEE deſire- 
able in the eyes of his miſtreſs, his preſent 
ridiculous ſituation did not ſerve to render 


- im more amiable. But ſo unlike to each 


other are the minds of women, that the ſame 


| | ſcene which diſguſted Miſs Ifleworth de- 


lighted her mother and Lady Ann, who 


| played a hundred tricks to roufe him from 


his ſtupor. Clarifla took no part in their 
amuſement. Her mother would not per- 
mit her to retire, as ſhe wiſhed to have 
done; therefore ſhe withdrew to a diſtant 
corner of the room, entertained herſelf 


' with a book, and left them to purſue their 


frolicks on the inanimate * of 2 850 
Lord Clarence. 8 ag 


- Bome of the many 1 uſed to 


reſtore his nn be 


awaked 
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awaked in confuſion not to be deſeribed 
ſtammered out an apology—reeled towards 


Clariſſa, and, againſt all poſſible reſiſtance, 


imprinted on her fair hand the feveriſh 
kiſs of inebriety—then vaniſhed out of the 
room, to which he returned no more. 


#7 5 —— 
*. 
* ” 
1 
1 
3 
o 
* 


9 


7 


* 
1 
by 
a. 
a 
* 
* 
1 
4 
11 
+ 
% 
Se 
1 
* 
4 
a 
0 
f 
Aa] 
* 
p 
5” 
1 * 
* 
* 


Fc 


, F 
8 2 _ — A 


148 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


— - 


Op XVII. | 


: WHICA HAS NOTHING TO DO. with THE 
TITLE OF THIS BOOK, 


R. CURRY had a country-houſe on 
Enfield Chaſe, to which he had 
- taken his ſiſter on her arrival from India, 
not more for the benefit of air, than to af. 
ford her that ſort of agreeable ſolitude a 
rational woman, who has paſſed her grand 
climacteric, will always prefer to buſy 
ſcenes of irrational diſſipation. 


Mrs. St. Edmonds was one of the few 
* women who come under the deſcription of 
rational : ſhe diſtinguiſhed rea! from coun- 
terfeit enjoyments, therefore choſe the ſub- 
ſtance and rejected the ſhadow. She had 


Us been an excellent daughter —ſiſter wife, 
8 in 


- 
"». 
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in defiance of the 13 taunts with which 


faſhion will ever ridicule thoſe duties it does 
not lanction. 9 | Tis n 

on thi day of General St. Edmonds's $ 
death, the thirtieth year of their happy 
union was fully completed; twenty they 
had paſſed together in the dominions of 
their prince, within the boundaries of Eu- 
rope the other ten was ſtill devoted to 


the military ſervice, but in another quar- 


ter of the globe, and with unabated ardour. 

Mrs. St. Edmonds accompanied her huſ- 
band to Bengal, where his martial glory, 
and the mildneſs of his adminiſtration, will 
raiſe to his memory, in that country, a laſt. 
ing monument of his valor, mercy, and 
juſtice: nor will it ever be forgotten by 
the inhabitants, that the brighteſt example 
of every female virtue was given them, in 
the irre proachable conduct of the beloved 
wite of their beloved ages, | 
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To the reſidence of this lady Mr. Curry 
directed his ſteps, or rather the ſteps of his 
horſes, as ſoon as the laſt conference be- 
tween him and Sir Frederick Iſleworth was 


brought to a concluſion; and how much it 


ended to the ſatisfaction of n e has 


S Oy been related, 


It was moſt dark before he got to „ Ea⸗ 


field. His ſiſter, who expected and had 


waited dinner for him, began to be uneaſy 


that he was not yet come: her imagination 
had been buſy in forming à thouſand ac- 


cidents that might have befallen him; and 


the inſtant he ſtood before her ſhe chid 


him, but with a ſweetneſs peculiar to her- 
ſelf, for having ſo long made her ſuffer all 


the pains and penalties that fear, united to 
fancy, could lpvent for her torment. - 


— 


Before he would enter on his defence, 


| he delired Ganer _ be ſerved, after 


which I 


. letes are . 
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; wh there would be time ſufficient, he 


faid, to Lau all her 1 inquiries. 


*. 


9 W generally ſtigmatized by 7 
the appellation of ſtupid; and when made 


up of two lovers, who have loved long 
enough to love themſelves out of love—or 


two fools, who are chained together by ne- 


ceſſity or two perſons who call themſelves 


friends, yet ſpend the hours which ſhould 
be dedicated to the open frankneſs f 


friendſhip” in ſuſpecting each other, in 


locking up their thoughts, as they vb 
do their riches, if a thief was at the door; 


\ 


in any or all ſuch ſituations, the term Pupid 5 
is but a poor epithet to expreſs the apathy, _ 
folly, or wickedneſs, of which ſuch lele- a- | 


J 
% 


\ ia the other: hand, —_ tuch an x; 


jp are to be produced, does it follow that 
two people, whoſe ſouls overflow with af- 


fection, and whoſe minds are ftored with 


information—does it follow, 1 fay, that 


oP 


— 
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they ſhould grow tired of one another's ſo- 
ciety, merely becauſe there is not a third 
perſon to liſten to, or to join in their con- 
verſation? As well may we quarrel with 
nature, and ſay we cannot uſe our hands 
or our feet, becauſe we have but /wo of a 
fort, and think free would have done bet- 
ter. If there are ſuch diſcontented mortals, 
the amiable brother and ſiſter of whom 1 
am ſpeaking were certainly out of the num 
ber, as they would not have thought their 
deſtiny unpleaſant, bad they been con- 
demned to feaſt a moiety of their hours 
on the food of their own eloquence, ſea- 
ſoned with that fraternal tenderneſs which 
uw a __ to all domeſtic entertainments. 


T Well, now, my dear Elizabeth. n ſaid 
Mr. Curry, the cloth being firſt removed, 
« 1 will tell you what the buſineſs was that 
detained me fo late in London.” 


4 « Oh pray do“ we replied, * hs there 
is ſomething ſo myſteriouſly pleaſant in 


= 
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your. countenance, that I can aſſure you 
my curioſity was Oy greater than my 
N 


* 
7 
* 


WS... "That. waa? retnened he, to you i 
have already gueſſed that you are in 1 a 
the cauſe of my: playing the truant,” N 

66. * be the oy v 8 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, 57 how Is chat Lo 75 
fible * AE | Fo. 


bs „ Yes, you fiſter; 105 I heed 5 morn- Po 
ing ſtaid in town to make a pùrchaſe, which 
I hope to date very ſoon to your e 
ance.” b e 


* „Wich all poſſible gratitude, ” cried ſhe, 
* Lam really ſorry you ſhould have laid | 
out your money on ſo improper a ſubject. 
I have already more finery than I.know 
what to do with; and meant to have aſked | = 
your recommendation of ſome young wo- = 
Hs _ man, vg 


- x - 


—— 
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man, to whom a diviſion of ane may 15 
uſefyl.” | 


a. * well,” ſaid her brother, ſmiling, 
te perhaps I may do'ſo when I am more at 
leiſure; but the preſent I have bought for 
you this day is not to be ſet down amongſt 
the ries in your poſſeſſion: you may 
judge of its value by its coſt. What think 
you of one ſingle jewel, for which I have 
advanced wo thouſand pounds, and call it 
the beſt bargain I ever made in my life,” 


cc Heaven help me, brother!“ exclaim- 
ed Mrs. St. Edmonds, ©* what is this riddle 
you call upon me to explain? I can form 
no idea of your meaning. A jewel that has 
coft you two thouſand pounds! and this ex- 
| travagant purchaſe made for me—for an old 
b figure !—Oh! the tale is too ridiculous to 
pain credit! Dear George, ſpeak to my : 
_ underſtanding, and do not over-tax BY ere- 
* Yalpt- © : 


o There 
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« There is ſomething,” he replied, © ſo 


rational in your requeſt, that I ſhould for- 


feit my claim to candour if 1.did not tell 
you the whole honeſt truth, that you may 

no longer have cauſe to ſuppoſe I think you 
a fool, or give you ſtill more reaſon to con- 
ſider me as a puppy, unfit to be truſted 
with my own money or my own conduct.— 
Do you remember my little eee Cla- 1 05 
riſſa Iſleworth ** e 


CY 


Bo, SR 


46 e Oe her !” ſaid ſhe, ** yes; and 


at this diſtance of time I recall every ſweet -- 


feature of her cherub face, with much 
more preciſion than I can recollect what I 1 
myſelf was thirty years ago. But what of 
this charming child? I have often intend- 
ed to-aſk you about her; and yet, in the 
multiplicity of my own affairs, have as often 

forgot to intereſt myſelf in her's ; you can- 
not oblige me more than by informing me 
of her A ſincerely bed it has been 4 


; happy! one.” | "3 
25 2 H 6: - "4. 00 Her | 
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Her fate,” he anſwered, if marriage 
is to be conſidered its ultimatum, is not 
yet decided ; but, if you mean to aſk after 
her preſent fituation and purſuits, I have 
only to ſay, they are much of the ſame na- 
ture with thoſe of other young women, 
whoſe misfortune it is to have a foo! for 
their father, and a me; for their no- 
_ | 


<A! it i a thouſand. pities,” cried 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, ſighing, alas! then 


I fear it is all over with your once anuable 


Clary 15 


J hope better things,” ſaid her bro- 
ther. Whatever droſs her pure mind 
may have imbibed from education or ex- 
ample, I expect your precepts will rarify 
hereafter : ſhe is to be your gueſt for a fer 
weeks, and 'much good may be done in a 

 Jittle time. She has every propenſity to thoſe 

_ virtues which ſet your ſex above all other 
| works 
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works of the creation, and I think we ſhall 


find no great difficulty in calling them into 


action, though at preſent I believe they 


are of a negative ſpecies. This, my ſiſter, is 


the jewel of which I-boaſted—this is the 
purchaſe J have made; for, in lending the 


father two thouſand pounds that I may' ob- 
tain the company of his daughter, L have 
ample cauſe to warrant my calling it a gift, - 
rather than a Joan! The ſpendthrift, who 


will not be juſt to himſelf, can not "O . 
table to others. oY 


« Bot, my good brother,-ſiid-Mini- , 
Edmonds, interrupting him, ** are you ſure © 
I ſhall think ſo highly of your jewel as you 


| do? or, that your bringing her to viſit me 
will not diminiſh from rather than add 70 


my comforts, which are, through your own. 


Ekindneſs, already abundant? or, do you 
not know, that it is the hardeſt taſk in the 
world to domeſticate a fine lady? To be 


* wich en my is no animal in the 
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: contain. in my opinion, - & little fitted for 
ulñſe or companionſhip, as the preſent mo- 
dern Miſes, ſpringing from the preſent - 
dern parents | My ſituation in India made 
me know much more of theſe troubleſome 
girls than I deſired 70 know. Mr. St. Ed- 
monds and I were continually peſtered with 
recommendations. Several of them, whoſe 

. birth was good and educations faſhionable, 

we received not only under our patronage 
but under our roof; —allow me fo add, 

that 1 never was better pleaſed, both on their 


accounts and my own, as when hey got 


huſbands, and 7 got rid of their ſociety. 

0 60 I ſee you ſmile,” continued ſhe, but 
I have not done yet; let me ſay out my fay, 
and then I will permit you to ſet afide all 
my objections if you can. I am willing to 
agree with you, that Clariſſa Iſle worth was 
one of the lovelieſt, the moſt amiable, and 
che moſt faſcinating of children that, had 
ſhe remained under your tuition - had my 
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dear filter lived long enough to afiſt you 
in finiching the work ſo happily begun, 
there could be no room for doubting her 
maturer years would have made good all 
the promiſes of infancy. On the contrary, 
taken from you at an age when young 


minds are moſt ſuſceptible of right or 


wrong impreſſions, I think there is reaſon 
on ny ſide for ſuppoſing, that all your 
early inſtructions were ſuperſeded by the 
precepts, and, what is ſtitl more forcible, 
the example of her butterfly mother, Whoſe 

houſe if it cannot be called the refdence f 
vice, muſt be conſidered as the occaſional 

receptacle for the votaries of vice. After all, 
if you have, in your intended acquiſitioh 
to your ſmall family number, the goodneſs | 
to conſult my inclinations, I ſhall certainly | 
accommodate them to your wiſhes; but 
when a trial 7s made, 1 demand to reſign 

the honour of Miſs Ifleworth's company, 
provided we ſhould happen. to be Aiffatis- 8 
fed "ith each other." FAB 5 
| 6 «Read 


. 
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F Read that letter, Elizabeth,“ cried the 
merchant, exultingly, preſenting a. papet 
which he had taken from his pocket-book 

at the beginning of this intereſting expla- 
nation, and let us ſee on what your un- 
biaſſed judgment will decide, without the 
Interference of partiality. 


She received it ae. 
# ou: need not read it - aloud, he a4. 
405 for I have read it many times, and 
| remember all its contents; It was written 
in reply to ſome good advice, concerning 
filial. obedience, which I beſtowed upon 
ber, finding ſhe was more inclined to break 
through its laws than to obſerve them; 
when, fix months ago, Lady Iſleworth took 
it into her head to forbid me any inter- 
courſe with her family, the poor child ap- 
plied to me for abſolution, if ſhe broke 
through the rigid interdiction.—!l ſaid, No. 
And now I make you 3 "_ of her heart, 
gt 6 85 by 


— 
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by the anſwer ſhe returned to my decided 
negative? 


"4 


9 Vas, I Wall! love this: ein, in Tai of 


my former opinions!“ muttered Mrs. St. 
Edmonds, ſpeaking inwardly as ſhe per- 


uſed the letter, her fine though emaciated 
figure, and once beautiful countenance, 
receiving all the advantages that action 
and animation can impart, © Yes, I ſhall 
certainly love her! But, brother,” con- 
tinued ſhe, © I am not content to keep all 
theſe pretty ſentiments to myſelf, 1 am 
your convert—we muſt read and admire 


them together.“ 


As you pleaſe,” returned he, wiſibly 
delighted ; * eloquence may ſometimes 
tire, but - goodneſs never.” ——— Then fol- 
lowed the epiſtle, which my be found | in 
the next Chapter. | 
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- CHAP. XVIII. 
LETTER, 


mand me to preſerve one duty 
« at os price of forfeiting many? With- 


* out hardening my heart to the claims of 
** nature, I am equally ann to . 
* of NG 


2 And i is it you—is it 1 you, who 


can ſo coldly, I was going to fay cruelly, 


E forbid me to throw myſelf at your feet, 


to confeſs my errors, perhaps—ah ! how 
„ cordial the hope !—perhaps to have re- 
6 ceived your forgiveneſs? Will you not 


« allow a fimple girl, though led aſtray 


from the path into which you early con- 


6 ' ducted her, to reaſon with, to perſuade 
8 * you 


40 "HY, my dear Sir, will you. com- : 


. + 
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* you out of a purpoſe ſo aflliting ? Do 


not baniſh from your boſom her who 


e will ſoon, I fear, have no refuge but in 


* your protection! Do not puſh off, on an 


ocean hard to weather, the poor little 
« bark you ſometimes delighted to deck 
cc with the enſigns of truth and rectitude! | 


*« The: luftre of theſe colours may have 


deen tarniſhed, but are not yet uttery 
6c deftroyed. - Condeſcend, only once more, 


* to become the pilot of your own works, 


and, though ſadly diſordered, your regu · 


&« Jation will reſtore them to order. 


«© When you ſay you will ut receive me 
« at your houſe, though I ſhauld have the 
© hardineſs to viſit there unſanctioned by 
* my mother; or call on me at my fa- 
e ther's, without it be in conformity with - 
her expreſi invitation; when you add ͤ—- 
„My dear child, I will never teach you 
c any leſſon where the word duty is blot- 


0 ted by contention, much leſs where it 1s 


\ „ wo 8 
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e obliterated by actual diſobedience,” had 


* you conſidered, when you pronounced 
6e this bard ſentence, to what a cruel ne- 


e ceſſity it reduced me had you reflected 


& on the obligations of filial duty I owe to 
"8 yourſelf, with the ſame impartiality that 
© I do, you muſt have confeſſed, the ſacri- 
«© fice you would exact from i me you did not 
expect I could perform without grief, 


| te without tears, without remonſtrating! 
„ do more than remonſtrate; I write on 


6c my bended knees, and intreat, with all 
the fervour of which my heart is capa- 
ble, that you will, as uſual, admit to 
« your preſence, your moſt grateful, obe- 
4. dient, and dutiful daughter, 
eee riss IerEwon rz.“ 

% You did nf ſeems, comply; mid i 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, * with the prayer of 


your gentle petitioner ;. how could you re- 


fift fo pathetic a pleader? 


4 44 


a | 2 % | 661 ſel- 


— 
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* denden retract from my word, be- 


cauſe I ſeldom give it-lightly,” he replied. 
« ]. had well conſidered. her ſituation—1 


would have laid down half my poſſeſſions 
to have ſaved her from unneceſſary ſorrow; 


but, to fill her mind with preſent eaſe, I 
muſt alſo have ſtored it with food for fu- 


ture remorſe. Sol even ſent her word to | 
be a good girl—to depend on my fatherly 


affection to keep up her ſpirits - perform 
her duty and expect that I ſhould lay hold 
on the firſt opportunity which preſented 


itſelf, without infringement of eſtabliſned 
pPreliminaries, to reward the patience. with _ 
which I /i/] hoped ſhe would ſubmit to my | 


— # a . 


nj junctions.“ 


9 Well, you are an extraordinary: man!” iN 
returned his ſiſter, © ſo much philoſophy, 
% much ſenſibility, fo much the ſlave of 
philanthropy, and yet ſo much the maſter 
of your reaſon! You have done well; 


ſhould not, Iam ſure, have done half fo 
well. 
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well. I know, from the eagerneſs that now 


ſprings up in my heart to embrace your fa- 
vourite, that I muſt have opened my arms 
to have received her, had the on Fe 
been made to me mſtead of OREN: e 


* am glad chen, yd Gia the, 4 that we 
are now all. likely to be ſatisfied, without 


any body being to blame; and in leſs than 
three weeks, I have no doubt, 1 at be 


able to A e her to you. 


te And I no doubt,” ſhe eib, 
* ſhall love her quite as much as you 


do. 


Phy This ſort of converſation, without fa- 
tiguing the two perſons who ſupported it, 


laſted till Mrs. St. Edmonds” repeater an- 
nounced a quarter paſt eleven o'clock, an 


Hour not much reſpected by faſhion, but 


friendly to invalids, in Which clafs, we are 
Oy" to ſay, this very amiable woman had 
long 
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long been numbered. Mr. Curry tenderly 


ſupported her to the door of her chamber, 
then retired to his own; and- the next 


morning before ſhe was ſtirring, again ſet 


off for the mart of buſineſs, leaving orders 
with the bouſekeeper to inform his ſilter, £2 


he ſhould return the following day i in time 
for dinner. 


-- 


It is ſometimes the caſe, that men. who 


are getting or ſpending money, though 


equally eager in their diametrically oppo- 


ite purſuir, will ſtart aſide from the dire# 
road, whenever a temptation is held out, 


ſuppoſe it but in the ſhape of a feather, 
ſhould the feather chance to tickle his 
fancy. To ſupport which propoſition L 


ſhall bring forward two inflances :—Arthir 
Ieworth was ſtopped on his way to New- 
market, where it was ten to one he might 
have loſt more than he had 10 loſe, in leſs 


time than he took to indulge himſelf wit 


the ſpectacle of two n bruiſers, met to 


break | 
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A 


preak each other's bones in cold blood, on | 


a match of fifty guineas ; and our good 


merchant, when arrived at his houſe in 
Bond- ſtreet, was detained from bis money. 


getting purſuits on the Change by a morn- 


ing paper that lay on his table —he had 


not a moment to ſpare: Lady Iſleworth's 
name, in capital letters, made him forget 


that he had not a moment to ſpare, and he 
read as follows. 3 5 


9892 ; Spleadid preparations are making in 


5 Portman-ſquare, by the ſupreme direc- 


e treſs of elegance and faſhion, Lady Iſie- 


* worth, to celebrate the marriage of her 


| « eldeft ſon with the only daughter and 


« heireſs of Lord Benvour. Her ladyſhip_ 
* unites to the extremes of wit, perſonal 
&* charms, and various accompliſhments— 
« a dower of ſuch magnitude as, it may be 


40 preſumed, will ſoon lift her fortunate 


* huſband to a ſeat in the upper houſe. 
« The Wiley of this article has the fingular 
„ pleaſure 
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« 1 to add, chat for expence, tale, Woe 


« and. beauty, in the ball to de given on 
« this occaſion, Lady Iſleworth will find 


« herſelf, as uſual, dot Ws A} her 5 


N ' competitors,” ONES ons 


} 3% yp 
145 iS \ 11 


85 Aſtoniſhing! in $a al Eralperttt: 


man of buſineſs, <* Aſtoniſhing folly! which 
vaunteth itſelf in the very face of Povert7 


and contempt! This raſcally editor de- Th 


| ſerves: baſtinadoing! Such inflammatory? 


paragraphs as theſe are more efficacious i. Ts 
corrupting: the minds of ydung women 
than even the example of their own, mo- 


thers!'“ He thought alſo of his two thou- : 5 


ſand pounds, and calculated how far it was 


likely.they would go, to. provide for Lady: 


Ileworth's, jubilee. Again remembered he, 
had not a moment to ſpare —he haſtened 


ax to full his dee on e. 8 
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THEN lalt we bed from Sir Pies 
| derick Iſleworth, he was going 
885 with a Sch head and unſteady ſtep fo- 
© wards the carriage, which was to conduct 
Hic, if not to the devil, at leaſt⸗ i into the 
4 * Fr which Kids to bis dominions, | 


The rvinons party bad 3 alerted before 
he joined them, yet he Was Juſt in time co 
undo himſelf. Faro being the game, his 
| ances became ſo mangled between great 
and /ittle figure, that, of fifteen hundred 

he carried out in the evening, he brought 

back in the morning no more than one 

5 he guinea, pace; > reſiſting a over- 
25 tures 
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tures of Sefpdixito: tay: i the fu- 
neral ede I _ TT 


> 4 Ry 5 4 7 _ 
1 1 {y * 4 


558 he rolled 3 de Gent Gow to- 
wards his comfortleſs home, not A 
what to do with cerfammrefleftions that! 
threatened to be the companions- of his 
ſhort drive, he reclined his aching head ; 
againſt the ſide of the chariot, in which. 


poſition he and they all fell aſleep together. 


Funey, a thouſand times more (flattering? _ 
than reality, began to make herſelf very 
buſy: in repairing all that was amiſs in the 
affairs of this great man: ſhe rehearſed be- 
fore him a ſaene very much calculated for 
his amuſement it was the funeral proceſ- 
ſion of his aunt Lady Bridget; and at che 
moment when a thunflering ap atthis' On 
door forced the magic dame to drop the 
wand of her enchantments, het inactive 
victim was in poſſeſſion of thirty times the 
ſum he had leſt brhind him at the WO 
honey 1 5} £03 JU 117 740 7 91-4 Am A 4 8 n 
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the devil ſhould give me ſuch an uncon 


oy 
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No mote ſoch viſions gilded the Jouny | 
pillow of repoſe, when, witk an agitated . 


mind and gloomy countenance, - he ſought 


for them in his own apartment. The god- 
deſs of fiction, offended at the little reſpect 
he paid to her officious zeal, would not 
enter any more into his ſervice; for; whilſt 
his valet diſrobed him, he vented curſes on 


a dreams as well as dreamers, amongſt 


which latter number he was not diſintereſt- 


ed enough to forget himſelf. Without 
dwelling too long on oneiſubject, we ſhall 


let Sir Frederick ſleep out his nap with 
what appetite he may, and, with gentle 


violence, force back the . Was” 


. on the ſtage of action. 
Weid U .I 31 . 1 

TT 1. U was a 1 ſoletiin ; po. eta #5 
1 when the next day he awakened to 


ſenſe and recollection, .I have certainly 
done myſelf up with Clariſſa for ever! What 


. querable 1 for ein myſelf when! 
BY : 2 MW . * 
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drunk, t to che very people in {ae rar 


who I would wiſh to believe me:a/ways ſo- 
der! Well, che deed i is done, and cannot 
be undone. I. will go and take a peep into 
tde eyes of my miſtreſs; and if L. have of- 
fended paſt forgivenneſs, I turn my back 
on a family with which, Miſs Iſſeworth | 
excepted, I ana 10 deeply, enamour- 


ed. g 


8 
* þ 


in this A. Pet ied 
Tai Clarence ſhewed himſelf in Lady 
Ile worth's breakfaſt· room, juſt as all the 
party had diſperſed themſelves, to follow 
What beſt ſuited their inclinations, Lady 
Ann excepted, who was trying to find out 
a riddle in the Ladies Pocket · book, the ſo- 
lution of which had occafioned: ſome diffi- 
culties, when many heads as wiſe as her 
own were united to ſolve them. She re- 
mained alone to receive his. lordſhip; and 


. fo vile managed the ,opportunity,of a 


1 3 1 4 Lie. 


$ 


| Aster ache, that, by; paſſing-over! the litile 


Arregularity of which he- profeſſed Himſelf 


guilty che preceding night, with more no#- 
«cbaleygcothan-he;thought,: or-in fact than it 
really did :deſerve—by treating his foibles 


with indulgence, and i magnifying his pre- 


tenſians: to applauſe, ſhe led him on to ſearch 


_ -forthofe agreements in herſelf which, with 


the eyes of a lover, he had hitherto con- 
| ſidered the ſole property of but one woman 
in the world, and that woman Clariſſa Iſle- 


- 
* 8 4 
worth. N N 
* * by v - * 


3 
W he . * Yiſened, os” | 
more he was confirmed that he had miſ- 
taken the. object, and that beauty, wit, 
-caſte, and goodneſs, were all centered in 
the / wife of her brother of which: truth 


he became ſo fully perſuaded, that on the 07 


entrance of his once adored miſtreſs, he 


paid his compliments with an air of indif- 


ee eee as her o.-n. 


0 
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\SicFypderick, choygh involyed in his own * q 
en and Lady 1feworth,. though. 
her head was running round on the pivat OY of 
of a- thouſand, ſplendid chimeras, meicher . 7a „ 
of them could help -6bferving one day, TT - 
| and many following ones, that-Glarjſfa,Jott NO 

ground with the Earl, and that Lady Ann : = 
engroſſed the greater ſhare! of his attention.”  . 

Sir Erederickaid be: we ſpeak to „ -i 
daughter; Lady Iſleworth rated f ha. 
ing her ball; and on this one point they x ; 
were both agreed, that his lordip; Ahould . | 
not ſlip through their fingers, if there was i 
any poſſibility of holding him faſt. Ra 
determined. to purſue their OWN. plan a 
their own way Sir F ederick to reaſum antł 5 
his lady to dance the poor Clariſſa out ' 
her prejudices, for to her ſhyneſs' was placed . 
the whole crime - of her noble dr de- 
langs. TEN 20g. ler g wh 1 
5 | „ rar 5 e Hig 0 

a Child FP” faid Sir F celine * a2 | 

fern and ſcrutinizing look. on the bluſh- | 


oO . 3 


4 


. 
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ing downcaſt ebuntenafice of fir daugh- | 
© ter,” when the obeyed the ſummons which 
brought her to his cloſet, © Child! T com- 

mad yon to tell me, without prevarication, 
What you have done to offend uy" friend 
5 Lord Es? a 


4 
#. 


t Me, Nebel ng in 0 n that 
1 know of. os his e accuſe me 
pk. Se md 5 FT 55 5 


* 4 L : 


es No, 1 Hoes not b but it is 


_* "Zoo viſible to your mother and myſelf how 


nuch his behaviour is changed within. the 
laſt week, and you _ have been to 
_ blame!” eee | ; 

fo 9b H e 5 
-« Dear Sir, what is my fault? or what 
do you conceive it to be? Pray keep me | 
not in ſuſpenſe, but zel! me my errors, and 
e 1 will et to amend rel. NT 


-- » * * - t N « * * 
5 : . ; = % 


. Your 


— : 5 — 


- FASHIONABLE IV VOLYBMENTS- 7 


TIS « Your errors, indeed! it would be ls. 
it you had SNAG Wworls to account for,” 4 


+ 
; 2 EE 4160 17 of, Abs k 
* 6 


% What then is my crime 7. „ 20 


3 17 13 
SID 4 j 


6 The crime yy Aha be ES, 1 
5 ungrateful girl! that even in the Jifetime _ 

ol che late,countefs I had Are my mind 
on your ſucceeding to that ſtation of honot; 
and, ſince her death, will you pretend not 
to have taken notice with what anriafß * 
have been labour ing to bring about this 
great eyent? Do you forget, alſo witly - 
what avidicy 1 my Lord was running, into 
1 toils, before yaur damned airs of ſoorn- 
ful prudery drove him back, and diſtan- 
ced all my views for your eltablikment | 
Theſe airs, Madagy, , jou are pleaſed to- a 73 | 
errars.;. I call them ſins! capitakſins en | 
common ſenſe, againſt wy intereſt, and 
againſt your. owns . Therefgre, | command | 
1 * get rid of them. e . can, : 
* 8 


OY -PASKION ASHE: verpasse. 


| nid reform your manners, or, yp hn 
and he {wore a tremendous oath —— 
am obliged to look out for another huſ- 
band for you, it ſnall not bea young hand- 
ſome man like Clarence, but 1 will force : 
vou into the arms of any old fellow who 
enn ſerve my purpeſe, though one half ef 
His limbs ſhould be torn from the weathet- 
beaten· trunk, and the other half in a ſtate 

of Aiſlocatien. No anſwering no anſwer-. 
ing!“ continued he, raiſing his voice, as 
mae ſſaw her trying to collect a reply from 

a mongſt her ideas, which his viokehce halt 
unſparingly ſcattered, 1 will hear no- 5 
thing that you can ſay in your defence. ©, Wa 
tell you again, you muſt haye 2 Aronted 
Lord Clarence: ſo go and dreſs to the belt 
. advantage ioot tenderly on him like 
85 the reſt of your "fex—flirt with iin lay 
out new lures tg catch his attention do 
any thing to revive his affe&tion—or dead 5 
nr $ * . | 
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He turned upon his heel, ſlapped the 
door after him, and left his daughter, not 
the more in love with Lord: Clarence for 
the ſentence ſhe had Teceived. at the ba- 
rental bar of judgment. | 
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wears AND MEANS. WS, 
\ELIGHTED with his newly . 
ed ſyſtem of terror, extremely flat. 
tering in promiſe, Sir Frederick left his 
daughter, and went to ſeek for his wife, 
whom he knew he ſhould find at the board 
of green cloth, amuſing, Arthur's bride with 
a little chicken piequet, to paſs ns an idle 
hour before drefling time. 

"Ls" Ann had juſt ra ran 5 off to ber cham- 
ber in a pretended pet with her bad luck, 
though, by her own account, her loſſes 
were only twenty, and by that of her anta- 
__ no more than ten ſhillings. | : 
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- LadyiHenortl was' employing! the few 
dd ſolitary moments in telling her 
own fottune onthe ads; ſnhe had cut em 
three times iſned Lord Clarence migit 
ſpeak out on the night he was to de tte 
partner of Clariſſa at her ball—and the | 
nigeſof bearts, uverring prognoſtic af ſu - 
ceſs, had actually made itsd appearance, ; 
hen the entrance of Sir Erederick called 
from her this extatic exclamation I have 
got my wich, and Mifs Iſleworth will foon 
; be e be nne 1% 0 ls 


* . 


3 875 30 17 1 Der 12 ia h Dit 2. 
| W „ Has, my Lord,” ad ee 
1 10 d yr: ſo 007 En 85 00 Ie...” 


«.Ob ys had tid "IP 

and ſee by whavenchanting amber, a 

5 way, ſureconged 5 ite nete i: Soft ek 

ns. el. IG) & 29 (11160] 5 ONES! : 
Inſtead af TIT his wife's folly he 

ene ae ſpecimen of his oun, by ſup- 
1714 3 "Pg 
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poſing ſne would allow his ſuperiotity in 
planning, when he ſhould have unfolded 
to her incurious inattentive ear what had 
| zuſt been x between himſelf 11 his 


1 15 ee | » 


"in Heowonb . of ondhing ber 
the critical ball—it-muſt be haſtened bft 
alone could or would ever bring back the 


retreating lover—daneing expoſed a thou- 

fand charůms, which would otherwiſe ur: 
concecaled, or at leaſt only peep: a 
behind a veil of aukward reſerve to very 


Jrte'advantage; And. it whs' thus the rea- 


ſoned. 


"5 64-1105 7 Mo: 


"lhe new: off nature! my dear; is 


viva à man in the world who can N 
his ſtoiciſm when aſſailed by an hoſt ef 


temptations ? The touch of a ſoft hand 


ale glance of an eye the bluſh of exerciſe 
AR attitude —all, all, overy. 


1009 . | | _ 
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ö kling; 1 0 ii upon it, leihe 
the ball! e — Fre- 
deriek - 7 N Hit I 75 ic 
* 36:1 lte 3 Tos Fes F 418] KO NC ne is 75 75 
A 3 titze, when 0 00 „ 
ae aſfiſtance to raiſe the needful, 
Sir Frederik would moſt ſurely haue dif- 
-pared;” but now it became him tobe pa--.' 
five, until ſne began very (ſeverely to re- 
prehend him for having treated Claniſſa with 
, Tigour, ** When you know, V ſuid ſhe'** how - 
much the beauty of her countenance de- 
Pends on the quantity of animatien "the 
may be able to throw into it; and now, 
fince you have talked to her fo ſeriouſly, 
11 ſuppoſe he muſt be transformed intoa 
perfect Melpomene, or at beſt a red-eyed = 
Magdelen. However, all may hot et be 
loſt} ſhall try, by my indulgenee, cd 
7eſtore'what you have taken fre her-, 


0.3. 0 J N bo cn lte 


Sir Frederick, rou ſed to "came" 
theſe illiberal reflections on his underſtand- 5 . | 


* 
fL. 


$4, 
a Th. 
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ing, perſiſted that his meaſures were the 
beſt. A warm debate enſued'; in the ven 
paroxiſm of which her ladyſhip demanded 
an immediate and large fupply of caſh, that 
all due force might be given to ber experi- 


nient: which demand, ſo far from build- 


ing up the, breach which, a; difference of 


opinion had made between them, was an- 
ſyeted only by a, poſitive. refuſal of com- 
pliance, leaving che ſlate of their 7empers in 

almoſt as ruinous 3 condition as their cix · 
- kmflances 3: hor was it till her ladſhip had 


vvented in tears and ſobs,. che moſt trouble- 
ſome particles of ber paſſon, That ſhe Was 


capable of deviſing næw ways and. neu 


means to evade the conſequences of a diſ- 


893 


appointment which threatened. o deſtroy 


Abe whole of her air- halt fabrick gr for 
wilbout money chere could be ng; 444, and 
weirbout n hall, che was equally, con nvinced 
there could be no poſh way of fring Lord: 
"36s Clarence. 9 631229419 1454; 914 UG 


bebe nn ao ed alten Lodge alot 


2; 1 In 
WW | «4:3 . 


* . . 
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In this Aiſcoalolus humour he went to 
her drefling-room—ſhut the door threw 
herſelf down on a- rich ee ert ae | 
en „ 4 1 1 85 
On this * lockleſs i 3 1 
ſhip received from Staffordſhire two letters: 
one from a former governeſs to her children, _ 
who, having married a: curate, afterwards ' 
ſettled in that county, to whom Lady Il 
worth, eighteen months before, ſent her 
ſecond and third daughters, both verging 
on womanhood not ſo much for inſtruc- 
tion in the whole duties of woman not ſo 
much with the deſign of conveying culti- 
vation to thoſe female accompliſhments. 
Which, ſome how or other; had been alto- 
gether totally neglected—as becauſe, ac- 
cording to her maternal reaſonirig, and in 
conformity to the preſent cuſtom, it was 
thought beſt t keep them out of harms 
way till their eldeſt ſiſter had made her 
market. "How conyenientoriviny conſiſtent - 
„ N ee SS 


4 
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alfa; for the race of ie wo- f 
- thers toiadopt! What if ſo many cbarm- Bn 
ing daughters, all produced on the ſtage 1 
of life in the ſame ſcene, ſhould not inter- 2 
fere with their own claims to admiration, 11 
EY may they not croſs the path of each 9 
; DOther's preferment ? It is the part of pru- 
dent matrons o prevent ſuch misfortunes; 2 
and I ſuppoſe it to be for this very reaſon 5 | 
De ſo oftenn ſee one of the long brobd fly. 
ing abaut the world iatcher on diſcretion, 
and hear of half x dogen more, equally ca- 
pale of the ſame womanly excurſions, "who * 
8 nen * W i 1 


"Having. . anche writer 000 one 
Jetter, it is only to be added, that the | 
wOother came from the pen of Miſs: Arabella, 
3 cher ladyſhip's ſecond daughter, Who had 
= uſt entered: into the nineteenth year of her 
Tonfinement. Eet us ſee; then, if there is 
tol be found, in the contents of either or 
watkr of theſe epiſtles, any thing to exoner- 
S390). - | 8 g . 


* 
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late Lady Iuleworth ci: the charge of be- 
ing, like too many of her H and ind, put 
out of humour br trifles even liebten than 


themſclies, 511 255 1 01 
16 Holored Mann, agb. 


4 1 think lit my duty to . 
„ Ladyſhip,''that the young ladies are in 
want of many things they cannot do 

e without, particularly ſhoes, {toekings, | 
** and petticoats, beſides linen of all ſorts: 
«and as to Miſs Matilda, ſhe bas out- 55 
grown all her frocks, ſo that they „ 
quite above her knees two of them 
„ onby are in tolerable repair, che «reſt, 3 
e aſſure your Ladyſhip, ate not fit to be 
ſeen 3: fo that if am to be honoredawith bs 
*'the-compatiy-of che ladies nb longer; 1 
hape your Ladychip will take it into out 
786; W , them new e 
of A fil 28 t bag, eee 


f ; F BE, ix £7 3 | 
at 297 BDRUE $1399 194 10 3.03 
* 


hope 


—— 
\ 
$ 2 * Res | 
Ay. c 
£ 4 
» 
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hope alſo that your Ladyſhip will 
forgive our officiouſneſs, for my huſband 
:*and I; have protured them a writing- 
cc maſter, to attend ever ſince they have 
é been in the country: to be ſure your 
E Ladylhip did not ſay that it ſhould be fo; 
— wh but then we thought it a pity; as Miſs 
% Arabella had got into joinhand before ſhe 
came to us, that ſhe ſhould forget all 
0 that had been taught bays Jon want of 
« ff Practice. at £205 51 41 C3714 
1 2017 lle, as a =: | 
8 There are now "Barn pound * for 
0 their teaching; Which money Mr. Stan- 
7 ** iſh would be very proud to receive from 


# * 
. z 


. ” your Ladyſbip. as he has a ſickly wife, £ 

a0 ſeven {mall children. I wiſh it had fÞ © 

<-been in our power to have paid him 

without troubling your Ladyſhip ; bu 
e eee e 
1 > - © churches, and rides like a poſt: boy from g 
1 „one to the ather every Sunday, yet b. 


Si C1 1 $I 3 PINS, | | 3 labou 
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CC: labours onchorſeback and- in the pulpit 5 
produce him no more than t ſeventy 
« pounds a year; which is all: we have in | 
« the world, except my former wages, 
c which are in your Ladyſhip's hands, as 
« well as the hundred and twenty pounds | 
that you agteed to pay us for the board 
« of the young ladies, at the rate of 1 Sy 
cc Live a on for each EA them. | 
; Wh 4% We ebe bad BY Anippiabls. of” . 
| 80 chef) gocd company eighiteen months; 
f and my poor Mr. Lrotter, who: is mote 
purzled in making both ends meet than 
in compoſing a hundred ſermons, all fit 
indeed his learning is much greater than 
his profit); for theſe reaſons, my Lady, 
offi © poor Mr. Trotter would hold himſelf | 
6 everlaſtingly obliged to your Ladyſhipꝰs 
« goodneſs for the whole, or any part of 
the debt due to- him: the butcher ad 
baker have not dee dhe colour of his” 
| 0 #2 2 | 13 % money 


— 
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«6: money finceiMichatlatas * 1 de their ; 
e dills muſt ben much longer than our 
porſes, if your Ladyſhip' 8 td doe 
| 7 a8 not * us out. 


* 1 f 4. oY 'T i &Þf ; S "013 ff e©# , 
0 1 r J | 


we N 1 by W ladies have very charting 
_ e and much weer do 
wy wp them! E h 21 | E 
8 This is a . my Ne that I gia 
; « not withto/commbunicateyforfear it might 
d vex youradyſhipg butt Mr. Trotter Will! 
64 have it, that it isch dbty- and minerto 
1 let ynur Ladychip i into every thing, that 
© worſe may not happen; for, to be ſure, 
| 64s heoſays, it would be: no deſiiahle 
. «© match between 2 of a baronet 
os 1 <abdthefop of\s N 20 A CAT IT, 2If; 5 
„ cmi b | Lonog 
«© You nud . e Landy) base 
5 comeiout, that Miſs Matilda has, 
cefſor ſeveral) weeks been? in an/-oddiſh'® || 


3 . 8 **mekmcholjpſorof CROSS herichearful-" 
ole 2M nels 


iin! 


” - 


p , . * 


FASHEONADUE nuova, * 


« neſs (forthe .uſed be ub merry as 4 bee) 


. 


. of a ſudden- went off; God kriows'- © 


© how-! and Mr. Ttotter-obſerved; that it 
ce was likely ſhe might fall into a conſump- - 


tion, as ſhe had got eib ene 
*6 God knows for what! Wot eee enn 


* 


7 1 N 
4 bo. BA. 2 «> 2-07 1). HERT 2 F 


At mY Mr) Trottet, who" Pas mere 


6. penetration than moſt parſons, threw out 


« ſome hints to me in confidence as uf he 
thought Miſs Matilda had fallen in love 
with ſome body or other; Upon Whiel 


«6 webegan: to think of all 'th&young gen- 


40 tlemen Who came to church; or called 


: «bin at the parſonage : and at! firſt welfuſ” 


«2 peed i it to bel Mr. Ramble, oOtir attor- 
. ney's (clerk; becauſe all ladies think him 


6 very. handſoinez but T. ſaſd on ſeconꝗ⁊ 


— 


ce thoughts; 1 did not ſuppoſe it cbuld be“ 


60 him, for that Miſs" Arabella ſeemed to 
79 delight in his. company -mueh more than 


eher ſiſter. Well then faid' Mr. Trot _ 
ter, 7, forthe hir it off isa mme th i Twill 0 
5 3 46 be 


* 
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+ bg hanged if he has: not 1 kindneſs for 
young Ruſlell, whoſe father rents the 
41 Seat tithes ok the, vicar⸗ N 


— 


ry I der 5 not al of him 

s ” myſelf; for now I remembered he was a 
** more comely youth than Mr. Ramble, 
« of the ſame age with Miſs: Matilda, and 
that ſhe was mighty fond of hearing him 
4 play upon che flute. Mr. Trotter told me. 

4 he would watch. them better in future; 

* and yeſterday, my Lady, he ſurpriſed them 
walking together, with Mr. Ruſſell's 

46 arm thrown about Miſs Matilda's waiſt. 
They did not know that. any body had 
1 «.ſcen them: ſo, if your Lady ſhip pleaſes, 

4 we ſhould be glad not to have our names 

| 4 mentioned as informers, for the young 

4 lady would never forgive us; beſides, 

A che Ruſſels are people of ſubſtance, and 
our very good neighbours, I remember to 
_ have often heard your Lady ſhip declare, 


2 that time was more Precious to you than 
bt 64" 72 i be | : T * any 
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T5 any thing elſe : ſo, begeing your pardo 4 
for having taken up ſo much of it, re- 


* main, my Lady, your ladyſhip's moſt 


cc © humble and dutiful ſervant, 
2 ce ALICE TrorTER,” 


LS 


Y 


"And what were the emotions. that agitats» 
ed the maternal boſom of Lady Iſle worth, 
on being pretty plainiy informed that both 
her daughters were naked one of them 
in love, to a certainty, with the farmer's ſon 
—and the other apparently ready to form 
a ſimilar attachment wich the re 
e ee; £2 IL e 


Why, ſhe betrayed no emotions at 44d, 
her thoughts being otherwiſe employed; 
and, looking in the glaſs, juſt as ſhe had 
careleſsly caft her eyes over Mrs. Trotter's 
morſel of eloquence, ſhe ſaw her woman 
miſplacing her cap, when every thing ſhe 
poſſeſſed of feeling. was exerted - in the re- 

VOL. I, . primands 


2 1 1 


8 . 
OS 
"OT ITE” 


* * 
2 1 
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primands ſhe beſtowed. on Harris for her ; 


aukwardneſs, and in. diſpoſing the orna- 


ment to greater advantage. 


- The en being eie dte 10 ber en- 
tire approbation, her temper returned to 
its uſual placidity, when, leaving the go- 


verneſs's letter open on the toilet, ſhe pro- 

ceeded to examine the other, which, being 

from her daughter, was not the firſt to make 
a claim on her attention. 


CY 
s 4 
E 5 as 


The only notice taken of Mrs. Trotter's 


expoſtulation, or information, was mutter- 
ing ſomething about impertinence in aſking 
for cloaths, when the children were con- 


fined in a country place, where they could 
ſee nobod beſides calling the curate and 


his wife a couple of fools, for troubling 


her with heir wiſe obſervations on a boy 


and girl's playful rambles ane the fields 


e 


Miſs 
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— 


M.iſs Arabella s writing or orthography 
were neither of them the 9, perfect of their 
kind; yet Lady Iſleworth ſo rapturouſly ad- 
_ mired the ſpirited compoſition, that ſheſeve- 

ral times broke out into ſhort plaudits, ſuch 
| as—charming !—how animated !—another 
ſelf! Then laughing very heartily, ſhe af- 
terwards read aloud the entertaining epiſtle 
with which ſhe was ſo highly diverted, to 
convince her attendant that the mirth it 
excited: was natural, willing to juſtify the 
effet by making her a ſharer in the canſe. 


Condeſcenſions of this ſort were not very 
unfrequent, and Harris liſtened with her 
uſual avidity, declaring it was vaſtly fine, 
vaſtly witty, vaſtly clever indeed! and ſhould”. 
have wondered how /½ young a lady could 

put ſuch things together, if genius had not 
run in the led of the family, particularly 
on the fide of her ladyſhip. 


K 2 ; A com» 


— 
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A compliment ſo. aptly conceived met 
wich a gracious welcome, as will, J hope, 
the bright occaſion from whence it origin- 

_ ated : but, whilſt laying this extraordinary 
letter before my readers, if mothers, let me 
caution them not to think leſs favourable 
of their own nurſelings, though they ſhould 
not come near the ſtandard of Miſs Bell's 
literary accompliſhments ; let them firſt 

conſider what pretenſions they have to ex- 
pect prodigies in their female iſſue? Rare 
ripes are not always the produce of atten- 
tion; ſuch fruit has its ſeed more generally 
in nature, though it may be forced by edu- 
cation. Let us proceed to the ſpecimen. 


* # 
k \ ' 
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CHAP, XXT,” EB 


NURSERY WIT IN A YOUNG LADY OF _ 
NINETEEN, _ | El 


© DEAR \ MAMA, : 
4 ATILDA and: I chink it very 0 
M that we ſhould be kept here in 
« this naſty, dirty, ſtupid place, till we are 
grown almoſt over the hedges, and nearly 
+ as tall as the chimnies belonging to b 
F6: but of Prim perſos Trotter. T1010 


« Indeed it is quite mocking! What 
_ * does it ſignify to be. women, and pretty 
6 women too, if we are for ever to be made 
© obedient to the laws of reſtraint? to be 
« treated like mere babies to put our 
« hands before us, curteſying every time 
e come in or go out of the room, with. 
By. * BAGS vou muſt not do this, that, and 
ä CN K 3 e * the: » 
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the other! You never ſaw any- thing, 
„mama, half fo tormenting in all your 
1 life! „„ ͤↄĩ»ùů 8 7 


* * 
— 


70 6 Ti ſure, for my part, I would be 
te glad to exchange ſituations with Harris; 
&« for then I ſhould have the pleaſure of 
looking at you, when J had made you as. 
«fine as a queen; and afterwards, when J 
*M could ſee you no longer, nor. be enter-- 
« tained by peeping out at the window to 
„ watch all the coaches and chairs that 
** ſtop at your door, how delighted I ſhould 
aa be in tumbling over all your charming 
„ new things, and mee . in. the 
*. hen faſhions : ; 


«6 Inſtead of theſe diuerſſons, we are con- 
e demned, from morning till night, to 
the drudgery of working, or reading, or 
bearing lectures; for though the parſon 
WS preaches four times on a Sunday, yet he 


« n not chink chat enough, but makes 
| . TR 
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« ſhift to ſnuffle out every day a ſort of ſer⸗ 


mon, for our private edification; which 
« there would be no bearing, if Matilda 


© and I did not conttive to cheat the old 
* gentleman, by falling aſleep in the midſt 
of his palavering; then we are made to 


* kneel down, night and morning, to ſay 


e family prayers, in a hole of a parlour not 
« ſo large as your dinner table, where, to 
* increaſe our inconveniencies, a great 

« ſtaring vulgar maid-ſervant makes one of 
the party ſo that when we are all down” 


« I actually have not room to move my 
* elbows, and if they ſhould grow to my 


e ſides it will be no wonder. Oh! dear 


2 e 1985 think of our condition 5 | 


828 « Our n I believe, oe not like”. 


« theſe ſort of things any more than we do; 
« but that does us_no good, becauſe "Up 5 
« fright of a parſon always will have his 
on way. She once did go ſo far as to 
1 , that having Martha 1 in to prayers 
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* with Sir Frederick Iſleworth's daughters, - 
„% was mixing them. with very impreper 
company. And what do you think, 
c mama, was his infolent anſwer ? Truly, 
« he faid, “whatever he might take into 
« ber head about diſtinctions, in. perform- 
« ing our duties to God one perſon was as 
acceptable as another.” Did you ever 
hear of ſach a poor, ignorant, ill-bred 
« ſavage, not to know the difference of 
t rank, and rudely to affront one, by ſay- 
< ing to one's face one is no better than 
ce his dirty drab of a ſervant ! | 


Oh, dear{/—Oh, dear! what a happy 
creature is Clariſſa! going about every 
here — making conqueſts every day | 
& courted by every body-—flattered by 
every body—and, as you tell me, mama, 
e juſt going to be married, to have a caro- 
© get on her coach, and to do whatever 
ſhe pleaſes | 


« Now, 
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8 Now, for my part, mama, I do ade. 
© want to be married immediately, but 1 d6+ 
cc very much. with you would ſend” for us 
«tome, that we may be bride-maids. Mrs. 
bh Trotter gives me ſome comfort, byfay-- . 
ing it is very likely you will have us to- 

be preſent at the ceremony, and that 
* witnefling Clary's wedding my: be a eh 
* towards our OWN. - , 


a6 Dar; ſweet mama! pray take compa? = 
< fon. on the drearineſs of our diſmal pri- 
© ſon, or prepare to hear we have hung 
« ourſelves in fpite and vexation! Upon 
my word, that might have been our fate 
long ago, if, amongſt the ruſtics Which 
„form our monſtrous ſociety, there had not 
« been two families a /ittle better than the 
«6 reſt one an e 1 che other A fort oft 


* farmering gentleman.” * Set” 
3 PETIT 7 ive & 


„We are all fore wwe to diRfac- 
en; and the young folks that belong W 
1 5 he 35 
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*© the old ones, doing what they can to keep 
© us alive, we have hitherto been prevent- 
ted from an act of deſperation which your 
& cruelty, dear mama, will not fail to 
© compleat. Therefore, pray ſend your 
te carriage for us, or order us to come to 
e town in the ſtage immediately: nay, if 
« you chuſe that I ſhould take the journey 
* on foot, even without ſhoes, I ſhall joy- 
4 fully ſet out on the pilgrimage, and 
1 cripple onward as faſt as I can, to prove 

% how much, dear mama, I am your obe- 

2 0 dient and dutiful daughter, 

5 040 NS IL AB ELI leu rwon ru. 


4 
Fd 


5 Gleaſhnrry 1 the peruſal of this 

n compoſition had at firſt created i in the 

ideas of Lady Iſleworth, was wholly diſ- 

. -perſed 1 in her ſucceeding i interview. with Sir 

Frederick ſo intirely diſſipated, that, after 
„having flown from the fight of her barba- 

= rous tyra, it was a very long time-before 

A the could ally her ſcattered ſpirits to any 

I | ſettled 
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% 


ſettled point of - contrivance. Now, all 
good financiers well : know, that the head 


ſhould be cold, and the thoughts collected, 
when a national or private debt n be con- 


tracted, ' for which the miniſter, the man, or 


che wanne 2s no maria: to offer. . 


Reduced to this te dilemma, un- 


knowing what to do, which way to turn, 
or where to 180K for redrefs, her diſtracted - 
ladyſhip fent down word to her hardly | leſs 


deranged family, that, beitig ſuddenly in- | 
diſpoſed,” they more lit down. to dinner | 


without her. 


/Þ. * 1. 1 L © 21042 A 


This S melhge alarmed none *. the party: 
except Clarifla, who immediately ran up 
to enquire what was the matter. She tried 
the door—it was locked ; the aſked” ad- 
mittance, but was refuſed entrance, with 
an authoritative! command that ſhe ſhould 


dice&ly retutn to the company, and not 


K 6 *  teaze. 
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teaze a poor invalid with inſignificant queſ. 

tions. — Miss Iſleworth: nem obeyed. 
4 & Well, child, what ails mama 2” whiſ, 
pered Lady Ann, ſeeing Clariſſa return ſo 
ſoon, © are, we going to have a litile bro- 
ther or ſiſter palmed u pon us ? or is it only 

a fit of the en N. e 


122 19 


«] wha not chan my aches.” . e. 


Miſs Iſleworth, « the is diſpoſed to reſt, 
and 1 Poulg: not diſturb her. % 


*. 


$197 


4 Oh! you ave little im v. aig: her 
| gay ladyſhip, te this caution. is even more 


inde fenſibꝭ than your /ep- by is: nen 
to poor Clarence.“ | 0 


bhbe ſtill ſpoke in a low tone, but not e- 
low as to prevent his Lordſhip, now always 
ſtationary at her elbow, from hearing him- | 
. named ; and, catching hold of her hand 


e | ET: with 


4 


\ = 


205 
with lover-like gillavtry; be ſwore At would 
be his priſoner, till he knew how far he was 


concerned in the ſecret carrying on be- 
tween her and Miſs Iſleworth. 7 
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\ . * ' >. 
24 


4 bel tell; him en Lady An, 
laughing, COMB SOT ) 111 

l « For your ow! e 3 ſhould. Fo 
Prey replied Clariſſa, whoſe complexion: 
had before diſplayed, on its pure white, the- 
crimſon. flag, of diſpleaſure, and, riſiug from 
her ſeat, ſhe retired to another part of the 
room, where her father was amuſing him- 
ſelf with a book on calculations,. FR 
00 odds. 11 bom ; il 3 87155 23477 | 


43121 


4 . 10 i 3 * 


0 Ileworth- found” tines — 
ſpirits conſiderably reinforced, after eating 
half a hoiled chicken, and drinkang three 
glaſſes; of Madeira. It happened; whit 
nnn That. a -lagkyt expedient” 
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etoſſed her labouring brain vanity gave it 2 


birth, and neceffity nurtured it —thus | it 
was n out.” | 


She could not remember ever before to 
have ſhed a ſufficient number of tears at 


one time, to convince herſelf whether the 
| poet's obſervation, that they are becoming 
to beauty, extended to her own particular 


caſt of features. To juſtify her curioſity | 
on' this head, ſhe threw her ſtreaming eyes 
on the drefling-glaſs, a monitor more Aub. 
ful than fattering; ſhe was "diſguſted with 
the truths it uttered —ſhe ſtarted at the 
blotted countenance it preſented but more 
at the inroads which ſorrow liquidated had 


made on the artificial btoom of her com- 


: 


© ; 
- 4 - Y : . . * . 
'T.. * 3 o * a 
PR „„ 0 CNET SEE. Y kn FFP 
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The rouge was at bande "—_ re- 
paited the damage her cheeks had ſuſtained 


ee en care from her mind —and in- 
nee , vited 
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vited ſmiles to her face, crying out, How a 
abſurd! Can the foe of animation be the 
friend of e a | 


A fow falſe gems e ſparkled on her bo- 
ſom next attracted her attention: Ah!“ 
exclaimed ſhe, “had I but the ,t in 
my oꝛon poſſeſſion of theſe paltry ſhadows, 1 
might ſtill be happy! 24 Ih: was then that 
the lucky thought. occurred how ſhe might 
get at the originals, and to what a Chara 
ing ule the Might convert them. 
"Having digelted as ada alin and 6 rer 
. aſſumed her uſual gaiety, Lady Iſleworth | 
deſcended from her dreſſing : room; and, 
when ſhe joined the feſtive. circle below, 
was quite as good company as if no- 
thing had happened to diſturb her; nor 
could the niceſt obſerver have diſtinguiſhe 
ed any leading features of gloom, diſcon- 
tent, or reſentment, by. which to have 
raced her late fracas a with Sir Frederick. 44d 
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CHAP. XXII. 


VEXATION ON VEXATION.. 


TOtwithftanding the total privation of 
4 * money, every thing went on as 
Amine ly: in Portman · quare as if the 
treaſury itſeff had been opened to ſupply. 
the wants and wilhes of Lady Iſleworth, . 
who, at an enormous expence, contrived, 
by filling her houſe with dinner and fupper 
parties, to make Lady Ann's confinement 
at home leſs inſupportable, Sir Frederick 
having declared it againſt all eriguerte, that 
His daughter-in-law: ſhould exhibit ex bride, . 
until Lord Benvour had ſanctified her haſty. 
nuptials, to which event he looked forward 
with the moſt ſanguine expectation ; . for, . 
in defiance of their former quarrel on the 


| ſubhect ofthis . union, when only | in em- 
hs | „ 


j 


- 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 209 


bryo, he had himſelf condeſcended to id 


diate between the offended and the offenders; 


nor did his Lordſhip's ſilence to a very 
laboured epiſtle in the leaſt diſcourage his 


hopes of a ſpeedy reconciliation. 538 


Already had Arthur W ab- 5 


ſent from town ten days, and no body 


ſeemed to regret. his deſertion leſs than | 
Lady Ann herſelf, © What does it ſig- 
 nify ?”” the would ſay, Am I not mar- 
ried to the man? So whether he is here or 


there, he mu drag his chain after him.“ 


La 8 1 ber ſpirit, 10 Sir 


F rederick called it levity. Perhaps this 
appellation proceeded from the humour of 


the moment; for at the moment it eſcaped 


him- various cauſes: had combined to make 


him ſee people and things through the me- * 
dium of fretfulneſs. His agreeable friend, 


Mrs. Snug, had hat morning eloped with 


a younger man than himſelf : on that morn - 
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img the member of a body corporate, by 
whoſe influence or avarice he had obtained a 


feat in Parliament ſeven years before, came 


to him, with the mortify ing tidings that a 
weighty opponent was already in the field, 


and ſhowering gold, like duſt, upon the 


palms of his conſtituents—obſerving, that 
there was no other method: of ſtopping the 
progreſs of this new candidate, than by 


out-doing him in his own May; and con- 
cluded with a hint, that a brace of thou- 


ſands, conveyed, through him, to his bre- 
thren of the corporation, might inſure his 


intereſt. But, had it inſured his ſalvation, 
Sir Frederick could not have raiſed the 


fine-demanded ; no, nor the twentieth part, 
if one hundred only would have ſaved bim 
from perdition. He had therefore nothing 


to give the greedy meſſenger but go 
words, and nothing to ſend by him to his 
brethren but fair promiſes —a mighty old- 
faſhioned coin, which, in the preſent : age of 


- witles, loſes all pretenſions to currency. 


* Ig a | Befides: 
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Beſides theſe een of vexation. another 
cauſe had preſented itſelf on the ſame morn- 
ing, which filled/ the Baronet's mind witli | 


more inflammable matter- than all the reſt 

of his crofles; it was a ſhort anſwer to 

a long letter, couched in the following 

terms. Ds i Re 
WY SIR, & | | 

951 en you and your family 0 on 


your alliance to the noble houſe of Ben- 
* vour; and hope the honor you may de- 


rive from the connection will compenſate 
for the inconvenience of being encums 


4 


e bered with an unmanageable, unportioned 


e young woman of quality. o Your ſon has | 


* robbed me of what I can very well ſpare, 
an undutiful daughter, I ſend then nei- 
ther my bleſſing nor my curſe ; but mark 
me, Sir Frederick, I give 50 this irre- 


«yocable aſſurance, that if a guinea might 
* ſave your whole race from deſtruction 
* | would no: advance it—by my lite! nor 
„ bequeath 


— 
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ee bequeath it at my death. To-morrow 1 


5 4 enter into a ſecond engagement, from 
4 which 1 hope to have children more de. 


« ſerving of my love than Lady Ann Ifle- 


« worth. For the laſt time, 1 have the - 
“ honour to ſubſcribe boplelt, 


1 Your obedient ſervant, . 5 
% BENYOUR.” 


| This letter, with many others, had lain 
ſome hours on the breakfaſt table, before 
the family aſſembled themſelves together. 


Lady Ann toſſed them over one by one, 


and at laſt came to that which, by the ſu- 


perſcription, ſhe knew to be her father's, 
though, whether intended as a mark of 


contempt, or proceeding from accident, 


he had not ſtamped the envelope Her 


with his name or his coronet. 


— 


40 Ho, hol b 8 he T this comes 
| from BY. Lord: — Gruffy, and no doubt 


contains 


CC 


— 
, 
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contains an earthquake _ will blow us 
al into the third heaven.” 7255 a 


« Is my Lord any relation of your 
Ladyſhip's?“ aſked her mother-in-law; 
for Sir Frederick had not yet made his ap- 
 pearance, being ſhut up in another room 

with his friend the Alderman. . 


This aidtion had ſuch an 1 effect on the 
riible faculties. of Lady Ann, that, in a fit 
ol laughter, next to convulſive, ſhe ſnouted 

out, * Dear Madam ! is it poſſible that you 
ſhould not underſtand Huffy Gruffy and 
Lord Benvour are one and u ſame per- 
fon ?” T 
Lady Iſleworth broke out into raptures 
at the explanation, declaring her a firſt- 
has zelle efprit ; and that whether Lord 
Huffy Gruffy might be kind or cruel, het 
fon Arthur would be fufficiently rich in a 
wife 5 N accompliſhed, uae his family 

, 


x 
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but 100 happy in being allied to her graces 
and her talents. * Indeed,” added ſhe, «[ 
almoſt wi his lordſhip may hold back his 
. pardon for a little time, juſt to give us all 


an opportunity of ſhewing out r perfect and 
diſintereſted gratitude.“ 


40 Well : but; my dear Lady Iſleworth,” 
_ replied the wife of Arthur, who fat twiſt- 
ing her father's letter into every ſort of 


form, to get at the contents, © ſuppoſe, as 


we are now all one family, and Sir Fredrick 

not preſent, do you think he would be very 
| angry if I ſhould break the ſeal, merely to 
take a peep at my papa? for, to tell you | 
the truth, I am really dying with 1mpa- 
tience.” 


Oh, to be ſure!” was the giggling re- 
ply, “it is downright impoſſible he ſhould 
chide your. amiable curioſity,” Clariſſa, on 
5 the contrary, uſed a few unſucceſsful argu- | 

, ments, Why ſne onght to ſuſpend her in- 
„55 cClination 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMBNTS. 215 


clination a little longer, offering to go and 
ſeek for hee father. 


"27> % © 34+ 
S OFPP >. 
* 5 


108 No, no; f Kill, child. 9 Grid 1 515 mo- 
ther, nor preſume to check the wiſhes of 5 


your all-charming ſiſter ! 127 


= 5 «1 ae bet this Magie bauble,” cried 


Lady Ann, twirling, her wedding-ring on 
the table, : he would not do what I am 


going to. do for the whole univerſe—open 
a letter not directed to herſelf,“ and, as ſhe 
ſpoke, applied her fingers to the ſeal; but, 
before it divided, Sir Frederick hewed 


himſelf. Fo Huſh !” ſhe exchimede engt 


a word about my wicked i intentions.“ She 
then preſented it to him, with the wax un- 
broken told him from whence it came 
and intreated that he would iaſtantly ay. 


it aloud, for the edification of all whom it 5 


might concern. 
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UNeer ladyſhip thus gave him the hardeſt 
| taſk he had ever been employed to execute, 
fo buſy were his hopes and fears in filling 

+ up his harraſſed mind with all the rubbiſh 


pl defperate anxieties. _ Should the Peer be 


propitious, his ſon, his fortune, his pend- 
ing election, all would do well; but vice 
verſa, and his fine proſpe&@s muſt fall to 
the ground —his fon is ruined, his fortune 
ſpent, and his election loſt! Is it then a 
matter of wonder that, as he haſtily ſwal- 
lowed Lord Benvour's ſavoury meſs of poi- 
| fon, the very ratſbane of his better expec- 
tations, his nerves, his ſight, his ſpeech 
ſhould be affected. that his hands ſhould 
tremble, his eye balls ſtart, and his tongue 
faulter or that, throwing the letter from 
him, he ſhould bounce out of the room with 
quivering lips, and ſuppreſſed execrations? 
Why, what is the matter now ?” cried 
Lady Ann, Sir F rederick ſeems prodigi- 
| duty 
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eully diffarisfied ! 1 am confident my _fa- 
ther is much e than I could Arete 


. or 


ce Oh! never mind gi N = re- 


plied. his lady, © we ſhall all do N 1 


well by and bye :—but, my dear, I hope you 


have prepared a bridal dreſs for your 5 | | 
Pe, on Thurſday?” ) 


1 


th... Now would I give any ch in bog | 


world, but my youth and my beauty, 


ſaid Lady Ann, to know who it will 


— 1 


he.“ 1 


1 


WP... of 3 are you | thinking d“ aſked 


Lady Iſleworth ; << perhaps of the happy man 


who will be honored wich your fair hand on 
e 8 1 i 171 1110 FO 6 9 v6.0 3 38 


7 3 - W 


« Nothing haſt ey Fl Re ce fs . 
far from thinking of a partner for myſelf. 
Il. L 1 Len | 
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T can only gueſs—gueſs—gueſs, and all to 

no purpoſe, who can be the maiden or the 
_ widow that conſents, at ſuch ſhort notice, 

to lead up the matrimonial dance with my 


- hobbling papa? 


Come, come, be more ſerious, my 


little giddy friend,” faid the ſage matron, 


« his lordſhip only threatens, depend on it; 


he will never do ſo filly an action. I beg 
Fou will think no more of it, but 2 ans 


me OY 


* 1 you choſe your colour and your 


ornaments ? for I have told Sir F rederick 


chat no power pon earth ſhall make me put 5 


off my ball.” 


« Dear Madam,” returned Lady Ann} 
ſhrugging her ſhoulders, * how ſhould I 
chuſe fi/ks or ornaments ? Why, don't you 
know! have not a —_ in the world? 


Arthur 


Dt 1 8 8 
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Arthur has taken al} the contents of my 
purſe. to Newmarket, from whence I ex- 


ea but a doomſday account 15 e 


man or my money.” 


8 


e beg your pardon,” cried the mother 5 


of that man, I ſhall ſend my people of 
bufineſs for your Ladyſhip's orders, and 
muſt hold myſelf for ever diſobliged ſhould ' 
you ſpare any ſort of expence, ſuited to 
the daughter of Lord Benvour and the. | 
wife of Mr. Iſleworth. i 


Will Lady Ann . thanks for 
this very broad commiſſion, to derange, if 
poſſible, the family affairs more than they 
were deranged before, ſhe ſaw, from the 
window, Lord Clarence, indolently ſtrol- 
ling down the ſquare; her hat was on— 
ſhe invited Clariſſa to go out with her, that 

they might ſeige on him before he entered 
the houſe, and make him walk with them 
in the garden. Miſs Iſleworth would have 
1 5 L 2 5 by diſe- 


2 


e 
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diſregarded Lady Ann's invitation; but a 
look from her mother, indicating that her 
- diſpleaſure would be the conſequence of a 


refuſal, made her comply with the un- 
Pleaſant requiſition, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS con- 
TRASTED WITH CHEAP LIVING, I 


ADY ISLEWORTH was, in in rai, \ 
more hurt than ſhe appeared to be, 
when Sir Frederick withdrew ſo abruptly 
from the breakfaſt table, not that ſhe very 
much concerned herſelf about the occaſion 
of his diſpleaſure, but, having brought him 
into good humour, ſhe did not like to ſee 
him re-diſcompoſed, having always before 
her eyes the fear that he might relapſe into 
a fit of obſtinacy, become unmanageable, 
and force her to relinquiſh the Ball, now 
within eight days of completion ;—cruet 
misfortune ! the more to be apprehended, 
becauſe ſhe thought .it probable, though 
: extremely filly, . that he might conceive - 
Oo 1 25 e 
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it 700 great a act paid 1 to Lord 
Benvour, if they ſhould make any extraor- 
dinary parade on account of his daughter.” 
„Heaven help me?” cried ſhe, if he 
ſhould take ſuch a crotchet into his head, | 
om we are all undone !” and away 
ſhe tripped, to prevent, if poſſible, _ 
 « threatened danger. 
rx an e dreaded maſter "Rk 
revels in his ſtudy : he was neither reading 
nor writing, but ſtretched upon his back 
at full length, on three Cools, which, for 
the greater bodily caſe, he had formed into 
a ſort of fofa—his tortured mind rolling in 
. \ agony, for which there could be invented 
no poſture of repoſe his eyes were cloſed 
Eis clenched hands reſted on his fore- 
'head—and, as ſhe entered the room, a 
groan ſaluted her ears, which might have 
Mes Loh to come from a diſconſolate 


er oy taking his laſt view of the 
RY, world, 
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world, followed by an exclamation ſo furi- 
ous, as greatly terrified, and had nearly 
driven her back, without endeavouring to 
_ eſtabliſh her purpoſe ; but it was zoo late— © 
he heard the door open, and demanded , 
who was there? 


« Ir * me,” ſaid his lady, gaining 
courage. What, in the name of won- 
det! Sir Frederick, could make you fright- 
en poor Lady Ann, by flying from us in 

ſuch an unaccountable manner?“ | 7 
* Poor Lady Ann!“ he retorted, lifting 

- himſelf a little up, and reſting on his elbow, 
poor indeed !—damnd poor / Arthur bay! 

made a fine hand . 


10 Piſh ! you es to look on the dark. : 
complexioned fide of every thing: J wich, 1 
like me, you would chin that all 4 happees =o 
for the beſt.” re Rs | 
$53.6]. 50 "xp 1 3 ” "6 And 
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* And 1 wiſh, Madam, you would ex- 
plain how it can be for the beſt, that {and 
my family ſhould be beggared to maintain 
the cognetiiſi daughter of ——” f 


« Hold ! my dear,” cried her ladyſhip, 

* on zhis {core I muft beg leave to interrupt 
you: Lady Ann is, without diſpute, the 
moſt elegant, mof? polite, mo? accompliſhed 
woman that 5% or I have ſeen on the toun | 
fince we were firſt married.“ 


1 "TEEN did not xls ſpeak af 
ter a pattern; and ſhe. here made uſe of a 
_ pliraſe ſeldom coupled with nobility. Sit 
Frederick caught it up with ill-natured 
ſpitefulneſs, and replied, „I never heard 
that ſhe had been on the town, but her ta- 
tents and her poverty may bring her there 
at laſt, and not a cur/e ſhall I ne 
Arthur look to „ e 


66 But 
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« But why—why Sir Frederick will you H 
put yourſelf out of temper for tries 11i 
do proteſt I have the highef opinion of | 
Lady Ann; I am ſure that ſhe will rank 
with the very firſt of Faſbionable wives; and 
Arthur may be the happieft of huſbands, K . 
it is not his 9701 fault,” | 


1 « Then,” ' replied he, 3 « os - 19) 
hopeful offspring muſt be of the camelion 
breed; for, if he cannot live upon air, he 
muſt be as miſerable a dog as his father. 
Harkye, Madam !—if [ loſe. my election, 
as it is ten to one that I ſhall, having no 


means left to ſecure it, my next ſtep mult. 
be to the Bench,” 8 | 


80 God forbid! ps ct her 1adyſhip, gi giv- I 
ing her voice the tone of alarm, whilſt her 
face and her ſmiles retained all their charm- 
ing ſtore of nonchalence, If you would be 
but a little more reaſonable, I could open 

| Ls > ae 


* SIA 
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ib proſpects to your view as would make 
you laugh at your own byferical fancies.” 


bx Could any thing excite me to mirth, 
it would be your folly, my dear. What, 
pray, is the raree ſhow your ingenuity has 


prepared to cheat me out of my. fenſes? - 


Take care not to awaken my ftarved hopes, 
\ , unleſs you have ſolid food to give them 
when they are rouſed,”. | 


- 


40 Well, Fe fo 1 8 is mp 
ball you know it is ww four days to 


any ball PF 


„My Lady HMeworth ! do 3 this 
wy comfort: * 


1 


* Uodenbtedyl! for, "IN are not od 
poſed to be pleaſed with the ball ige, y 
the conſequences !- the conſeguences, m ns 
dear, m delight you!“ 5 
555 5 As 


a» 
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* As how 1 ſaid the Baronet, Beni 
on his feet, and running to the window, 8 


look after two handſome horſes, led by 


two grooms round the ſquare. Curſe 
the ſcoundrels !—I will ſend them to the 
devil, for walking theſe creatures out of 


their ſtable before the ſweat can have taken 


effect! He rang the bell furiouſſy gave 
orders about his horſes, as if his mind was 


engaged on no other ſubjet—and then aſk- 


ed his lady, who bad not ceaſed ſpeaking, | 


why ſhe did not proceed ? 


2 Fea been ulking without being 
heard. You was fo engroſſed, my dear, 


with your grooms and your horſes, that 


you have not attended to what I was faying 


about r Lang Clarence and Clariffa,” 5 


OY 


10 Do you 1 and truly ing it 
will ever be a match?” ſaid Sir Frederick, 


eagerly : Let that but happen! Clarence 
is an honeſt fellow, who will not ſee me 


15 6 turned 


% 
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turned out of my borough for want of 
money to ſupport my intereſt! Yet—now 
I recollect - how came you fo certain of the 
matter? Why, it appears to me, that Cla- 
Tence cares for no woman in the world but 
Arthur's wife! p? | 12 


" It is Wr Sir Frederick, who have been 

miſtaken, and J am in the right!” She 

then poured into his greedy ears ſo pretty 
A love. tale, founded upon miſconſtruction, 
and garniſhed with fable, that ſhe completely 
impoſed on his ſhallow underſtanding, 
eſtabliſhed her own plans, reſtored him to 
good temper, #nd, when he met his family 
and friends at dinner, he was not the leaſt | 
| . of the? ee Party. 


By ſome W or other, Tond Claroice; 
_ that day, deſerted the fide of Lady Ann, 
and ſeated himſelf next to Miſs Iſleworth, 
who alſo came in for a large portion of his 
ns ſpooches, ſo that every thing con- 

I = ſpired 
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ſpired to keep up Sir Frederick's newly 
acquired ſpirits; and now he wiſhed for 
Thurſday and the ball with as much avidity 
as Lady Iſleworth herſelf. Lord Clarence, 
it was pregetermined, would then throw off 
his mourning for one wife, and be the de- 
clared candidate for another ;—in a few 
| weeks after his daughter would become a 
woman of quality; —of courſe, that he 
mould borrow from his lordſhip five thou- 
_fand pounds; to enſure his borough ;— 
views ſo captivating, whether confidered 
in the light of ambition or convenience, 
completely fwallowed all remembrances f 
paſt or preſent difficulties. Even Mrs. Snug 
was forgotten: ſo that the three ſucceeds» 
ing days galloped along with feſtive vela- 
city, to overtake thoſe travelling before : 
-them with the lame polt- . e 


. i 


That os 1 of; quiet, "that has 
mony of nothings, which at times and ſea- 
fons are .the happieſt moments of rational. 

vi; : 2 Es 
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"creatures, never pervaded the houſe in 

Portman- ſquare: there all was hurry and 
riot: diſſipation vanquiſhed reſt, and ſleep 
could take no revenge on his foes, until 
they were ran down by fatigue; when, in 
the full face of day they would ſubmit to 
bis fetters, merely to renovate their tired 


nature for a ns orgies. 


Arthur, in his * abſence, had writ- 
ten no more than one ſhort letter to Lady 
Ann, in which he told her 4/ his money 
was gone that ſhe muſt ſet about ſqueez- 

ing new ſupplies out of the old Peer that 
the meeting would be over in two days— 

that he ſhould then leave Newmarket on a 
ſhooting party that he could not poſi- 
| _ tively ſay when he ſhould return home 
but hoped ſhe would mean time divert her- 
ſelf with his mother and her viſitors; which 
Charge ſhe did not find 1 it in her * N 
tions to treat with ch neglect. 2” 


The 


— . 
* i k LIT 


— 
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6 The ack: of recovering her jewels, 
- which engendered on the turnabout brain 
of Lady Iſleworth, as ſhe ſurveyed their 
repreſentatives. in her dreſſing-glaſs, Was 
now ſettled into a regular ſyſtem, of ſwind- 
ling what ſhe ſtill conſidered as her pro- 
perty out of the uſurer's hands, by whom 
they were detained for value received. She 
knew him to be a man as ſteady to his 
hours of doing buſineſs, as invariably hxed 
in the habit of always doing it to his own 
advantage. The tranſactions of the day 
_ conſtantly ended with him at nine in the 
evening: her ladyſhip therefore called at 
his door when ſure that he would 1 at 
home and diſengaged. r 23M 


Mr. Bateman received her with ah auſ- 
terity of countenance, unlike the ſmiles of 
pleaſure that uſed to gladden his canvas- 
coloured tae. on e confidential inter- 
views. 1 Pn 


” 
. 
5 : 
- 
. 
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- He was ſmoking his little dry figure by 
the fide of two ſticks and a coal, tlie chim- 
ney being curiouſly conſtructed to prevent 

the waſte of fuel—hrs ſhrivelled limbs were 
wrapped in a dirty flannel gown, and his 
taking head invelloped with a red worſted 

8 wm 


Such was his fituation—fuch his appear- - 
ance, when Lady Ifleworth, Who would 
not have her arrival announced, followed a 


boy, as much in diſhabille as his maſter, 


to the ſanctum ſanctorum of her prudent truf- 
ee e e 


The heedleſs unconcern of her firſt entre 
loſt ſomewhat of its original eaſe, at find- 


ing herſelf very ceremontouſly accofted 
with— 


„ Well, Madam, are you come to tell 
me that I am as great a fool in your opinion 
as I am thought to be by your huſband ? 
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Are you come to draw my teeth ?—that is, 


Do you mean to perſuade me out of the 


only ſecurity I have for the vaſt ſums of 


money my good nature has ſupplied you 5 


with? I aſk hon, my Lady, if, lie Sir 
Frederick, you expect I ſhall reſign ]] 
truſt to what yet remains anconſumed of my 
old friend your father's hard earned, il 
ſpent riches? I tell you, my Lady, I will 
do no ſuch thing! So 1 wiſh your Lady 
fthip a very good night. I have got a cold, 
and am going to bed—ſo I ſay I with you, 8 
my Lady, a very good night WE Hoes 
.- Lady Ileworth had e ftent to he 
xn that ſhe might collect all her rhetoric 
into one point of eloquence, with which 
to combat his unpromiſmg ſuſpicions. She 
liſtened till he had done, without once in. 


terrupting his angry ſalutation, or his nore 


angry adieus. But, ſeeing him about to 
ſnuffle out of the room, exerting herſelf to - 
detaia him, ſhe explained * nature of 
2 7 Sir 


- 


\ 
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| Sir Frederick's vil ſo much to her own 
advantage, as to make her intereſt with 
| m— a per cent {mike mer, chan ever. 


It was now t that ker took = 
of diſtruſt. Her eyes flaſhed good. hu- 


mour— her tongue was oiled with compla- 


'cency—till ſhe had actually talked him ſo 
| much out of his' ſenſes, that, before they | 
parted, ſhe prevailed over his caution to 


truſt her with her own jewels, to decorate, 5 


as the faid, the perſon of Miſs Iſleworth, 
for one night only——/be night of nights !- _ 
the night of her grand gala! but under 
promiſe to have them delivered up the 
Very next morning, which he calculated 
_ would be about eight and forty hours that 
ttzbeſe dear depoſits would be out of his 
ewn poſſeſſion ; for which indulgence he 
accepted the ſmall premium of fifty pounds, 

another debt to be added to her ey 

. liſt of obligations 


Bo 


Never 
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"Nene dd woman make a better bar- 

| "gain, or man a wore : yet both had their 
ends, and both were equally ſatisfied.— 
The taker-in departed. under the happieſt 
of certainties, carrying with her the valu- 
:able cargo of her earthly treaſures ;z—the _ 
taken-in remained behind, to grin at his 
imaginary good luck, and to hug himſelf 

on the probability that this might not be 

the laß occaſion the would have for the uſe 

of her jewels. e 


* 


Beſides the natural n e of an ex- SO 
tortioner, he entertained others of a do- 
meſtie nature—one advantageous to the in- 
| on and one to the ſecurity of his- vealth, 


The FIND had wa bandwid the the 
expreſs purpoſe of giving ſplendor to Miſs 
Iſleworth's appearance; and promoting her 

marriage with Lord Clarence; and Bate- 
man deſired any body s alliance with that 


ruined family, rather than it ſhould be 
8 „ united 
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united to his own and, for reaſons then. 
only known to himſelf, but which we are 
noto going to lay before our readers, he 

beartily wiſhed ſucceſs to her ladyſhip's un- 
dertaking ; he would have done more —he 


would have giver it all the 10 * in his 


IND OF ver. _ 


— 


